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WEEKEND RECONCILIATION

ADORATION

Saturday Vigil 
5:00pm
Sunday 
7:30am, 9:00am, 
11:00am, 5:00pm

Saturday
8:30am-9:30am
or by appointment

Mondays & Wednesdays
8:30am-9:00pm

WEEKDAYS
Monday-Friday
8:00am

SEPTEMBER 13, 2026
TWENTY-FOURTH  SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Mass Schedule

@stbasilthegr8

Stay Connected

Parish Directory
Parish Office
440-526-1686

Children’s Faith Formation
440-526-3520

St. Michael School
440-717-0398

Office Hours
Monday - Thursday   8 am - 7 pm
Friday  8 am - 5 pm
Saturday 8 am - 12 noon
Sunday  closed



Regular Collection $44,229.00

Monthly Maintenance $5,595.75

SEPTEMBER 20, 2026
TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME

First Reading: Isaiah 55: 6-9

“THY WORD IS A LAMP UNTO MY FEET,
AND A LIGHT UNTO MY PATH.”

SEPTEMBER 13, 2026 02

Mass Intentions

5:00pm + Denny Smola (Family)  (Fr.Liptak)
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, 2026  

7:30am   + Bob Mallinak and Quentine Spittler
(Geri Mallinek-Spittler (Fr. Liptak)
9:00am  + Frank and Ruth Hasenohrl (Daughters) (Fr. Racco )
11:00am + Eleanor Sloat (Ron & Tina Brocco) (Fr. Mann) 
5:00pm  + Parishioners of St. Basil) (Fr Mann) 

SUNDAY- SEPTEMBER 20, 2026-
TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Welcome!

Thank you for your continued support!

Rev. Ryan J. Mann, Pastor
rmann@basilthegreat.org
Rev. Walter H. Jenne, Pastor Emeritus
Rev. Jeffrey S. Liptak, Parochial Vicar
jliptak@basilthegreat.org
Rev. Philip G. Racco, Retired Priest in Residence 
pracco@basilthegreat.org 
Deacon Robert J. Blackburn
rblackburn@basilthegreat.org
Tommy Dome, Director of Evangelization
tdome@basilthegreat.org
Cari Reagan, Digital Ministries Coordinator
creagan@basilthegreat.org
Randi Blanton, Office Manager
rblanton@basilthegreat.org
Diane Stuczynski, Business Manager
dstuczynski @basilthegreat.org
Joe Mannarino, Director of Youth Ministry
jmannarino@basilthegreat.org
Stephanie Baka, Director of Music Ministry
sbaka@basilthegreat.org
Gregory Paparizos, Music Minister
gpaparizos@basilthegreat.org
Andrea Wasinski, Parish Catechetical Leader
awasinski@basilthegreat.org
Brian Baum, Maintenance and Grounds Manager
bbaum@basilthegreat.org
Terri Shawhan, Pastoral Assistant - Annulments
tshawhan@basilthegreat.org
Robin Youngs, Parish Life Activities Coordinator
ryoungs@basilthegreat.org

WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 6, 2026

Stewardship

Pastoral Staff

8:00am  The Deceased Members of the Sopko Family
(Daria Sopko)

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 2026

8:00am + Kenneth Halek (Sharon Schultz) 
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 16, 2026

8:00am + The Fortuna, Kirk and Piorkowski Families
(Family)
                                                     

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 2026

8:00am + The Eging Family (The Zadd and Khoury Families)
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 2026

800am + Patrice Adams (Family)
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 2026- LABOR DAY

Second Reading: Philippians:1:20c-24, 27a
Gospel: Matthew: 20: 1-16a
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OCIA
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Book Studay

Volunteers Needed

Coffee & Dounts
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Our Cancer Support Group welcomes all who have been   touched by cancer in some
way. Patients, survivors, loved ones, caregivers-whatever your journey. This group is
formed to give those in need the support, strength, faith and hope to move forward
together, rather than on your own.
 

What: Cancer Support Group
When: Third Thursday of each month 6:30pm Next meeting: September 17, 2026
Where: Parish Office – Pieta Room
For additional info please contact: Betsy Glosik-440-476-6269. 
 

Bishop Martin Amos, a son of the diocese and the retired bishop of Davenport, Iowa, celebrated the liturgy at
Holy Rosary. Concelebrants were priests who had connections to the parish: Father Joe Previte, Holy Rosary
pastor;  Father Phil Racco, Father Anthony Marshall, Father Chris Stein, Father Joe Menkhaus, Father Brian
Peters and Father Sean Neville.   The bishop recalled hearing as a young boy that Pope Pius XII declared the
Feast of the Assumption to be a dogma of the Church. “She’s the fulfillment of everything we hope to be,” he
said. “She was unique in her earthly life.”    
 
In his homily, Bishop Amos noted that Mary gave birth to Jesus, the Son of God, but also did the “routine” things
other devout Jewish mothers did like presenting him in the temple. She also was present for his public ministry
and at the foot of the cross.
 
“She was unique,” he repeated, saying she was the mother of Jesus, she is the mother of the Church and she is
our spiritual mother. “She was the perfect disciple, the image of what we should be. She heard the word of God
and lived it, as we should.”
 
After Mass, many of the clergy and congregation joined others for a procession led by a large statue of the
Blessed Mother through the streets surrounding the church.

Cancer Support Group

Assumption- The Feast
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Flourish



St. Basil Music Ministry
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Children’s Christmas
Choir

14th Annual Parish Golf Outing
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Sandwich Saturday Life Teen

Run away for a weekend with the Lord and The ITE Project for the annual weekend
retreat: Unplugged. This all-inclusive 3-day getaway at Loyola Retreat House
(Clinton, OH) on September 18-20 includes meals, Adoration, confessions, time for
solitude, and a chance to detach from the news cycle and drama. Multiple rooming
options available. Tickets are $75 (Single Room) & $50 (Double Room). ALL young
adults (ages 18-39) in ALL vocations are welcome, including parents with nursing
babies. Registration ends on September 16th. Visit the website for more information.
https://www.theiteproject.com/events/unplugged

the ITE Project
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St. Ignatius-14 rules to live by

Encounter School of
Ministry
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Senior Luncheon



Love is 
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IGNITE Oktoberfest

St. Basil Food
Pantry

St. Catherine Food Pantry
 In the month of August, 2026: 

351 households were served including a total
of 1085 individuals and an estimated 16275

meals were provided. Checks are payable to
St. Basil the Great Parish. Thank you for your

support and generosity.
Some interesting August numbers:

-Pounds of produce from OCFB- 8903
-Pounds of food purchased from GCFB-6704

-Pounds of food products “rescued” by our
volunteers from 4 local grocers- 6123

-Donated Food Bags from our St. Basil Parish
Family “A LOTTA BAGS”- Thank You!



 Annulments                  Life of Our Saints

       12SEPTEMBER 13, 2026

          Food Pantry: End of the 
          month food and   

         household supplies for
the Food Pantry is

         September 27, 2026. 
 

***Don’t forget to pick up a
green grocery

bag, 
       September 20, 2026.

 

***Checks should be made out
to St. Basil the Great. 

Don’t forget our fur babies! Dog
and cat food is also needed

and appreciated. Please place
     dog/cat food in

separate bags. 
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PRAYER FOR THE SICK
We pray for all those who are in need of             

our prayers.

PRAYER FOR SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
 
You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. I love You above all
things, and I desire to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot at this
moment receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my
heart. I embrace You as if You were already there and unite myself
wholly to You.    Never permit me to be
 separated from You.    Amen
 

PROTECTING GOD’S CHILDREN

Prayers

The Diocese of Cleveland’s “Protecting God’s Children” program is a
continuing effort to instruct and inform everyone about the protection of
children from sexual abuse. To report any past or present suspected
inappropriate behavior toward children by priests, deacons, religious, lay
ecclesial ministers or personnel associated with the Church, immediately
inform local authorities about inappropriate behavior. Also, please contact
the Diocesan Response Service Office at:216-334-2999 or via email at: 
response_services@dioceseofcleveland.org.       
 

IN LOVING MEMORY
               KENNETH J. KNAPP
               Husband of Mary Ann
               August 25, 2026   
              
        

                                

We remember all of our deceased
loved ones. May they rest in peace. 

St Basil Church is equipped with a Hearing Loop
that by switching your Hearing Aid to its T-Coil
program enables you to hear every word directly
to your hearing aids. 

There was recently a problem with the system
which has hopefully been resolved. Should you
have any problems or questions please contact:
Amy Hudak at:  (440) 590-2522.
 

Hearing Loop

mailto:response_services@dioceseofcleveland.org


This week’s Gospel passage is a difficult lesson. I wonder sometimes if St. Peter believes that he is being
generous when he says that forgiving someone seven times is an adequate number. I am glad Christ did not agree
with this number because I have surely sinned against an individual more than seven times. Regardless, Christ is
asking him and us to forgive an unlimited amount of times. Forgiveness is a difficult topic. Sometimes, I meet
people who have misconceptions about what forgiveness is. For example, forgiveness is not dismissing that what
the other person did was unimportant, non-hurtful, and sinless. The sin they committed is still very real, hurtful,
and important, regardless of our forgiveness of it. Christ wants us to forgive so that we can be free. Free from the
anger, sadness, and resentment that comes with refusing to forgive someone. Free to love Him and others more
fully. Lacking forgiveness only hurts us. As the old saying goes, holding a grudge is like drinking poison and
hoping that the other person dies. If you find it difficult to forgive someone, this is something to take to prayer.
Ask God what He wants you to do with this pain, anger, sadness, or resentment. I would even recommend taking
it to confession. The road to forgiveness is difficult, but it ultimately brings us closer to Christ.  
                                                                                           Luke Brown, LPCC - Sacred Heart Counseling Team
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Call Chuck for your FREE Estimate or Visit www.PaintMedicsInc.comCall Chuck for your FREE Estimate or Visit www.PaintMedicsInc.com

Specializing In All Your Painting Needs!Specializing In All Your Painting Needs!

FREE PAINT!
with any whole house painting project

(up to a $300 value)
Must Present Coupon at Time of Estimate. Featuring Sherwin Williams paint. Some 

restrictions apply. Valid only with THM coupon. Not valid with other offers.

216-316-2929

✓ Exterior/Interior      ✓ Aluminum refinishing     ✓ Carpentry work      ✓ Fence/deck staining
✓ Cabinet refinishing      ✓ Wallpaper removal      ✓ Drywall installation and repairs

HAVE NOW
BECOME EBM EYECARE
Meet new owner ERIN MURPHY, O.D.

“Always be good to your eyes. 
See me today for an eye exam 

checkup.”
7640 Chippewa Rd. 

Brecksville, OH
8210 Macedonia Commons #52, 

Macedonia, OH

440-526-5565 440-526-5565

NEW NAME • SAME 2 LOCATIONS
PREVIOUSLY BRECKSVILLE OPTICIANS AND PARIS OPTICIANS

www.thebrecksvilletheatre.org

Mark G. Mackert, Agent ~ Parishioner

State Farm, Bloomington, IL 1211999

216-520-0107
mark.g.mackert.hh9f@statefarm.com

6483 Brecksville Rd., Independence, OH 44131

Owner,
John Tamer

Call 440-886-4700 Today!
www.TamerConstruction.com

Professional Experts in
Design/Build, Kitchen/Bath

Remodeling. Interior and Exterior
Renovations and Room Additions.

DESIGN CENTER OPEN IN BROADVIEW HEIGHTS

Multi-Award winning projects since 1988! Schedule A Design Consultation Today!

2024
Contractor of

the Year

Award Winning Remodeling Starts HereAward Winning Remodeling Starts Here

Myofunctional Therapy for Children & Adults

Clevelandmyo.com | Nicole@clevelandmyo.com
440-725-9009 | Brecksville, OH

•Mouth Breathing •Sleep Disorders/Snoring
•Sleep Apnea •TMJ Disorders/Pain

•Drooling/Thumb Sucking •Improper Chewing & Swallowing

• Post operative rehabilitation
• Injury prevention
• Pain management
• Vestibular rehabilitation

Androniki (Nikki) 
Christides Umina, MPT
Owner

activehealthohio.com
440-630-9263 

SCHEDULE  TODAY!

LUKE H. VINCER, CPFA®
(216) 505-7080

FOUNDER, LONGVIEW | WEALTH ADVISOR, RJFS

Securities offered through Raymond James Financial Services, Inc., member
FINRA/SIPC. Investment advisory services offered through Raymond James 
Financial Services Advisors, Inc. LongView Financial Partners is not a registered broker/
dealer and is independent of Raymond James Financial Services. 694685 01/26

6000 Freedom Square Dr., Ste. 350 Independence, OH 44131

Burials, Cremations, Entombments, Prearrangement Services
Estate Planning Services, Complete Luncheon Facilities

Monument & Floral Selections

356 W. Aurora Road  
Sagamore Hills, OH

330-467-4500
www.ferfoliafuneralhomes.comCelebrating Life Since 1927

7906 Broadview Rd
Broadview Heights, OH 44147

440.546.5353
4640 Turney Rd

Garfield Heights, OH 44125

216.641.6321LatekFuneralHomes.com

216-551-4395

Elevated Maintenance •  Design & Build • Pools

Crossview Tax Service LLC 

216-856-5445

Cecile Mastroianni, EA / Parishioner

www.crossviewtax.com

Individual Tax Preparation

info@crossviewtax.com

• Complimentary Consultations 
• Dental Implants 
• Sleep Dentistry 
• Botox & Dermal Fillers 
• Smile Makeovers
• Same Day Crowns

McCuneDental.com
440-526-2123  8865 Brecksville Rd, Brecksville, OH 44141
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Dear Parishioners, 
Thank you for choosing my business 

for your title work, real estate and refinance 
closings. It is my privilege to serve you.

Please support your local businesses.
Rachel Torchia

Owner/Parishioner since 1973 
8748 Brecksville Rd., Brecksville

Rachel@gatewaytitle.com · 440-546-9660
T RU ST  YO U R  R E A L  E STAT E  TO  G AT E WAY  T I T L E

Dan Bender
440.746.8163

SVP, Commercial Lending | Active Parishioner
Dan.Bender@bankatfirst.com

LOU SIMONYI, ELECTRICIAN
COMPLETE RESIDENTIAL ELECTRIC SERVICES 

PANEL UPGRADES-NEW CIRCUITS

LICENSED-BONDED-INSURED
216-374-6090 OHIO LICENSE

#EL45444

Janice Kopec 
Insurance Agent

If you are turning 65, retiring soon, or have 
questions about Medicare, I can help you find a 
Medicare plan that
works for you!

440-221-8399 | jankopec77@gmail.com
Broadview Heights | OFFICE LOCATION

Kennard Financial Services
“Trusted Advice For Over 40 Years”

5250 Transportation Blvd.
216-581-7400

www.kennardfinancial.com
Jeffrey R. Kennard, MBA Lawrence P. Kennard, CFP

Securities offered through STONEX Wealth Management, Member FINRA SIPC
Active Parishioner

Professional Interior & Exterior Painters!

216.459.8684 · TothPainting.com

✓ Portion of all Brecksville sales are donated
✓ Owners are Brecksville residents
Good People. Great Painters!

EDER & ASSOCIATES CO., L.P.A.

Jim Eder, Attorney & Parishioner

ATTORNEYS AT LAW | 8748 Brecksville Rd. next to St. Basil

jim@ederlawohio.com440-838-1100 216-299-8250

Business & Commercial Law Estate Planning, Trusts & Probate Law

All Service Plumbing, LLC Meeting All of Your 
Plumbing Needs

Ray Fierst, Master Plumber & Certified Backflow Tester 10 Corporation 
Center Dr. Broadview Heights, Ohio 44147

216-559-9302 Ohio License #48703

8483 CHIPPEWA RD, BRECKSVILLE
LEMONBERRYFROZENYOGURT.COM

FROZEN YOGURT, SORBET, GELATO,
85+ TOPPINGS, BOBA TEA,
REFRESHERS, AND MORE!

(216) 459-8800

Family Owned PARISHIONER DISCOUNT!

CALL TODAY 
FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

HONESTY | RELIABILITY
INTEGRITY

YOU MAKE IT HOME.

www.vgdfuneralcare.com · (216) 524-3900
6505 Brecksville Road, Independence, OH 44131

Family Owned and Operated

HONEST, RELIABLE, AFFORDABLE

OWNER OPERATOR
PARISHIONER

Rich Joyce

216-355-4269

440-230-5451
12801 State Rd.
North Royalton

$2 OFF of a
$10 purchase with this ad
HOURS:
T-F 10am-6pm
Sat 10am-5pm

Sun & Mon 
Closed

SB

Dr. Ryan C. Polman, DDS
polmandental.com

World-Class Dentistry, Hometown Touch

8193 Avery Rd.  Broadview Heights

The Care You Need 
in the Home You Love

• Alzheimer’s & Dementia Care
• Personal Care
• Companionship
• Home Help
• Specialized Care
• Meal Preperation
• Personalized Care Plans

• Veteran Assistance
• Medication Reminders
• Chronic Illness
• Care Management and Support

Cuyahoga | Geauga | Summit | Lorain | Trumbull | Mahoning | Columbiana
440.914.1400 | homeinstead.com

Co-Owner/President
Margie Orth Parishioner 

Karen Ortenzio Byers CPA, Inc.
Income Tax Preparation 

Estate & Trust Administration 
Small Business Start-Ups Parishioner

330-468-2941

Family Owned Homemade 
Ice Cream in the Heart of 

Brecksville
Open Daily at 11am

CorradisScoops.com

8918 Brecksville Rd. 
Brecksville

apricotlanebrecksville.com
(216) 400-0351

presidentswealth.com
(216) 591-2332

Securities and investment advisory services offered through Osaic Wealth, Inc., member FINRA/SIPC. Osaic Wealth, Inc is separately 
owned and other entities and/or marketing names, products or services referenced here are independent of  Osaic Wealth, Inc.

Jeff Kosek, CFP® 
Parishioner

Joseph S. Kosek, CFP®  
Parishioner

CONTROLLED ENVIRONMENTAL SYSTEMS INC.
Heating - Air Conditioning - Ventilation

MECHANICAL CONTRACTOR
440-582-0438 • 216-631-0222

ces-hvac.com

440-345-6008

Local Jewelry store 
Custom made Jewelry 
Jewelry Repair  
and Soldering
Watches 
8169 Chippewa Rd,  
Brecksville, OH 44141
Tel. +1 440.546.9100
www.finessefinejewelers.com

/FinesseFineJewelers /finessefinejewelers

Gift Certificates Available 
5$ off Gel Pedicure

Business Hours
M-F 10am-7:30p • Sat 9:30a-6p

Sunday 10:30a-5p

(216) 688-9119
8227 Chippewa Rd, Brecksville

MASTER NAILS LANA 
PROFESSIONAL NAIL CARE & SPA SERVICES

ELEVATE
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440-526-2446
Brecksville Florist & Gifts
Flowers for All Occasions

8803 Brecksville Rd, Unit 3
Brecksville, OH 44141www.brecksvilleflorist.com

BASEMENT WATERPROOFING
• Permanent Waterproofing
• Excavation Services
• Sewer Camera Inspection | Jetting | Snaking
• Structural Wall Repair
• Complete Landscape & Hardscape Restoration
• Sewer and Drain Tile Repair

Frank V. Tomaro
176 State Road | Hinckley, OH 44233

frank@oncallwaterproofing.com
C: 440-476-3602 | O: 216-394-4277
oncallwaterproofing.com

DONATE YOUR CAR
AHEPA 480 FOUNDATION OF 

NORTH ROYALTON, OHIO

CAR • TRUCK • TRAILER • CAMPER • BOAT

234-422-1674
TAX DEDUCTIBLE

ANY 
CONDITION

ANY 
CONDITION

📞 440-364-4545 (Suzanne) 📞 440-539-5981 (John)
✉ ︎Suzannelambert@howardhanna.com
📸 Follow Us | @thelambertrealestateteam

John and Suzanne Lambert REALTOR® | Parishioners

The Lambert Real Estate Team

Top 1% of Howard Hanna Office Top Producers Since 2012

OUR FAMILY CARING FOR YOURS SINCE 1890

www.nosek-mccreery.com
(440) 526-6050

Funeral, Cremation & Green Services

Skilled Nursing,
Short-term Rehabilitation
& Assisted Living

330.659.4161

REGINA HEALTH CENTER
A Ministry of the Sisters of 

Charity Health System
reginahealthcenter.org | Richfield, Ohio

Mediation and Legal Services, Inc.
Divorce Attorney & Mediator | Free Consultations

www.MaloneMediationAndLaw.com · Laurie Malone, 
Parishioner | 440-724-3197

330.929.1785 • 216.292.7582 • www.mrplank.com
Locally Serving the Community for Over 55 Years

The Vartorella Team
Parishioners
Renee Vartorella - 216.780.3410
reneevartorella@howardhanna.com
Donald Bent - 330.958.0090
donaldbent@howardhanna.comFINE JEWELRY & GIFTS

In bussiness Since 1989.
5160 Wallings Rd. | N. Royalton, OH

(440) 582-2806

They look at your money.
We look at your  LIFE.

FRANK FANTOZZI
CPA, MST, PFS, CDFA®, AIF®, CEPA®
President and Founder
Parishioner

Contact us for a complimentary, no-obligation second opinion at 
440.740.0130. | ReturnOnLifeWealth.com

7000 Fitzwater Road, Suite 300, Brecksville, Ohio 44141

Investment advisory services offered through Planned Financial Services, dba 
Return on Life Wealth Partners, an SEC-registered investment adviser.

RON WAYNE
ATTORNEY - PARISHIONER
BOARD CERTIFIED IN ESTATE PLANNING, PROBATE & TRUSTS

bdblaw.com
216-621-5300

BRECKSVILLE PLUMBING® 
Serving Brecksville & Area for Over 30 Years 

440-526-7039 | Parishioner Discounts

From Simple to Spectacular, and everything in between!

• Custom Closets   • Home Office/Media
• Pantry/Mud Rooms   • Murphy Beds & More!
Michael Dougherty • Owner    Organized@closetfactorycleveland.com

Free Design Consultation
Over 30 areas in your Home!

216.362.4660
www.closetfactory.com

Joseph & Joseph 
Certified Public Accountants
Individual and Small Business, Tax and Accounting Services
Bill and Gloria Joseph, CPAs & Parishioners 
11925 Pearl Rd., Ste. 103, Strongsville
440-572-0829 • Fax 440-572-4113 • www.josephcpas.com

New tax prep clients 
mention this ad for 
a $25 donation to 

Catholic Charities.

Modesto P. Ruggiero, CEPA® 
Financial Advisor

Managing Director–Wealth Management
UBS Financial Services Inc.
600 Superior Avenue • East Cleveland, OH 44114
modesto.ruggiero@ubs.com
advisors.ubs.com/
ruggiero

© UBS 2026. All rights reserved. UBS Financial Services Inc. 
is a subsidiary of UBS Group AG. Member FINRA/SIPC. 

ED_04102026-1.2     IS2600468

CRAFTSMAN
* Diligent * Artistic *

JOHN KRAJACIC  216-351-8502 
from Mary Queen of Peace & ProLife

REMODELING • NEW ADDITIONS • PLASTERING • WALL PAPERING 
ELECTRICAL TO CODE • PAINTING • PLUMBING • TILE • LINOLEUM

FINISH CARPENTRY • HOME REPAIRS

KENNETH J. 
WOLNIK DDS

Functional Cosmetic Dentistry

440-888-5055
Make Your Appointment Online! | www.drwolnik.com

216-337-2434
RESIDENTAL & COMMERCIAL

PLUMBING SERVICES
- PARISHIONER -

Veteran Owned & Operated
License
#48939

Judy Makaryk Rosen
Active Parishioner

(216) 533-7850
judy.makaryk@gmail.com

www.brecksvillephysicalmedicine.com
“Your health is your wealth.”

BRECKSVILLE PHYSICAL MEDICINE
8930 Brecksville Rd. | 440-740-0696

DR. ADAM P. MACK

440-296-7463
Call for a free consultation.

Family left the faith?
  Odyssey
  inspires
  their return

BringBackFaith.com

Kitchen/Bathroom Remodeling • Basement Remodeling • LVP Flooring • Roofing
Exterior/Interior Painting • Vinyl Siding • Seamless Gutters • Carpentry • Insurance Work • Additions

216-331-2999
Call Chuck for your FREE Estimate or Visit trademedics.com

FOR ALL YOUR 

CONSTRUCTION
NEEDS

Contact me 
for all your 

vehicle needs.

I have been with Central for over 15 years, 
Brecksville resident.

Cell/Text (216) 509-0042
aezzo@Centralcadillac.com

2801 Carnegie Ave, 
Cleveland, OH 44115
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	This week’s Gospel passage is a difficult lesson. I wonder sometimes if St. Peter believes that he is being generous when he says that forgiving someone seven times is an adequate number. I am glad Christ did not agree with this number because I have surely sinned against an individual more than seven times. Regardless, Christ is asking him and us to forgive an unlimited amount of times. Forgiveness is a difficult topic. Sometimes, I meet people who have misconceptions about what forgiveness is. For example, forgiveness is not dismissing that what the other person did was unimportant, non-hurtful, and sinless. The sin they committed is still very real, hurtful, and important, regardless of our forgiveness of it. Christ wants us to forgive so that we can be free. Free from the anger, sadness, and resentment that comes with refusing to forgive someone. Free to love Him and others more fully. Lacking forgiveness only hurts us. As the old saying goes, holding a grudge is like drinking poison and hoping that the other person dies. If you find it difficult to forgive someone, this is something to take to prayer. Ask God what He wants you to do with this pain, anger, sadness, or resentment. I would even recommend taking it to confession. The road to forgiveness is difficult, but it ultimately brings us closer to Christ.
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