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St. Basil the Great Church December 21, 2025
Brecksville, OhioPastoral Staff

Rev. Ryan J. Mann, Pastor
rmann@basilthegreat.org

Rev. Walter H. Jenne, Pastor Emeritus

Rev. Jeffrey S. Liptak, Parochial Vicar
jliptak@basilthegreat.org

Deacon Robert J. Blackburn
rblackburn@basilthegreat.org

Tommy Dome, Director of EvangelizaƟon
tdome@basilthegreat.org

Cari Reagan, Digital Ministries Coordinator
creagan@basilthegreat.org

Randi Blanton, Office Manager
rblanton@basilthegreat.org

Diane Stuczynski, Business Manager
dstuczynski @basilthegreat.org

Joe Mannarino, Director of Youth Ministry
jmannarino@basilthegreat.org

Stephanie Baka, Director of Music Ministry
sbaka@basilthegreat.org

Gregory Paparizos, Music Minister
gpaparizos@basilthegreat.org

Andrea Wasinski, Parish CatecheƟcal Leader
awasinski@basilthegreat.org

Brian Baum, Maintenance and Grounds Manager
bbaum@basilthegreat.org

Terri Shawhan, Pastoral Assistant - Annulments
tshawhan@basilthegreat.org

Robin Youngs, Parish Life AcƟviƟes Coordinator
ryoungs@basilthegreat.org

Offertory December 14, 2025

DDuuee ttoo eeaarrllyy ddeeaaddlliinneess ffrroomm oouurr bbuulllleettiinn ppuubblliisshheerr
tthheessee ffiigguurreess wweerree nnoott aavvaaiillaabbllee.. TThhaannkk yyoouu ffoorr
uunnddeerrssttaannddiinngg..

TThhaannkk yyoouu ffoorr yyoouurr ccoonnttiinnuueedd ssuuppppoorrtt!!

Feast of the Holy Family
December 28, 2025

1st Reading: Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14
2nd Reading: Colossians 3: 12-21
Gospel: Matthew 2:13-15, 19-23

“Thy word is a lamp unto my feet,
and a light unto my path.”

Monday, December 22 , 2025
8am Emery & Anna Torok (Family)
6:30pm Advent Evening Prayer/Adoration/

Confession
Tuesday, December 23, 2025
8am Savannah Rose Adamczyk

(Charmaine & Chuck Adamczyk)
Wednesday, December 24, 2025 ChristmasEve
4pm Church Parishioners of St. Basil the Great

(Fr. Jeffrey Liptak)
4:15pm FLC Parishioners of St. Basil the Great

(Fr. Ryan Mann)
6pm Church Parishioners of St. Bail the Great

(Fr. Jeffrey Liptak)
12Midnight Church Parishioners of St. Basil the

Great (Fr. Ryan Mann)
Thursday, December 25, 2025 Christmas Day
8am Church Parishioners of St. Basil the Great

(Fr. Jeffrey Liptak)
10am Church Parishioners of St. Basil the Great

(Fr. Ryan Mann)
12Noon Church Parishioners of St. Basil the Great

(Fr. Walter H. Jenne)
Friday, December 26, 2025
8am Noreen Marie Joyce (Charles Beatty)
Saturday, December 27, 2025
5:00pm Michael & Angela Latragna

(Anthony & Theresa Latragna) (Fr. Mann)
Sunday, December 28, 2025
7:30am Jacqueline Skrzypek (Victor Skrzypek)

(Fr. Mann)
9am Kayla Sweeney (Loving Family)

(Fr. Mann)
11am Daniel & Dorothy Boskovitch

(Joseph & Theresa Andrich) (Fr. Liptak)
5pm Parishioners of St. Basil (Fr. Liptak)
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FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

The Chapel 
will be closed 
Wednesday, 

Christmas Eve, 
December 24th 

and 
Wednesday,                 

New Year’s Eve, 
December 31st      

“O Come Let Us Adore HIM!” 
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Time Change: Sacrament of
Reconciliation/Confession

The Saturday afternoon Sacrament of
Reconciliation will now be celebrated
Saturday mornings beginning
January 3, 2026 from 8:30-9:30am

OR BY APPOINTMENT.

TTHHEE MMIINNIISSTTRRYY OOFF TTHHEE
TTRRAAVVEELLIINNGG SSTTAATTUUEE OOFF
OOUURR LLAADDYY OOFF FFAATTIIMMAA

Have you signed up lately
to have the

Statue of Our Lady of
Fatima in your home?

Please call the rectory at
440-526-1686

if you would like to.
The schedule is for one week.

The prayer theme is for Peace, Unity
and Love within each home and within
the parish. In addition, you can add
any intentions and/or petitions you
and your family want to make to our
Lady and receive graces for you and
your family. A beautiful way to start
the New Year!

OOuurr LLaaddyy ooff tthhee
RRoossaarryy,,

PPrraayy ffoorr UUss!!
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The Solemnity of Mary, the Holy
Mother of God, is a holy day of
obligation. Masses will be: Vigil Mass:
December 31, 2025– 5pm;
Holy Day Masses: January 1, 2026–
9am & 7pm.

The Church celebrates
the Solemnity of Mary, the
Holy Mother of God, January
1, 2026, our Lady's greatest
Ɵtle. This feast is the Octave
Day of Christmas. In the
current liturgical Calendar
only Christmas and Easter

enjoy the privilege of an octave. It is also the World
Day of Peace.
"Mary, the all-holy ever-virgin Mother of God, is the
masterwork of the mission of the Son and the Spirit in
the fullness of Ɵme. For the first Ɵme in the plan of
salvaƟon and because his Spirit had prepared her, the
Father found the dwelling place where his Son and his
Spirit could dwell among men. In this sense the
Church's TradiƟon has oŌen read the most beauƟful
texts on wisdom in relaƟon to Mary. Mary is acclaimed
and represented in the liturgy as the "Seat of Wisdom."
—Catechism of the Catholic Church 721

A plenary indulgence may be gained by reciƟng or
singing the hymn Veni Creator Spiritus on the first day
of the year. This hymn is tradiƟonally sung for
beginnings of things, calling on the Holy Spirit before
embarking on a new endeavor.
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  St. Basil the Great Church       December 21, 2025 
  Brecksville, Ohio 

The CHRISTMAS Season: 
Christmas is the annual feast commemorating the birth of Jesus Christ, a little over 2000 years ago. For 
Christians, it is not just a single day (Dec. 25), but an extended liturgical season of joy and celebration, 
involving many different symbols and traditions, special music and activities, which vary significantly among 
different countries and cultures. Here are a few interesting things to know about Christmas: 

When and how long is Christmas? 
• Christmas Day, liturgically called "The Solemnity of the Nativity of the Lord" in the Catholic Church, 

technically includes both Christmas Eve (Dec. 24, after sunset) and Christmas Day (Dec. 25) itself. For 
religiously observant Christians, however, Christmas is not just one day, but an entire season, lasting 
anywhere from 12 days to 40 days in different ecclesial traditions. 

• In the modern secular world, Dec. 26 already begins the "after-Christmas" sales, and Christmas 
decorations are often removed before New Year's Day! The "Christmas Season" (for shopping, decorating, 
parties, music, etc.) used to begin just after Thanksgiving Day (in the United States), but now seems to 
begin just after Halloween (Oct. 31), if not before! When people hear about the "Twelve Days of 
Christmas" (or sing the song by that title), they might think it refers to the last 12 shopping days before 
Christmas. 

• In most Christian traditions, however, the "Christmas Season" properly begins with Christmas Eve (after 
sunset on Dec. 24), while the "Twelve Days of Christmas" refers to the period from Dec. 25 to Jan. 5. 

• In different Churches, the Christmas Season might end on Jan. 6 (the traditional date of the Feast of the 
Epiphany), or might last until the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord (usually the Sunday after Epiphany), or 
might even last all the way to Feb. 2 (the Feast of the Presentation of the Lord, 40 days after Dec. 25).  
Was Jesus really born on Dec. 25? 

• Probably not! We simply do not and cannot know the exact day on which Jesus was actually born. 
• However, Jesus' birth has been celebrated on Dec. 25 since the early fourth century, when most of the 

Roman Empire adopted the Christian religion. It replaced the mid-winter Roman festival of "the birth of 
the sun god" (sol invictus), celebrated just after the winter solstice. 

• The fact that we don't know the exact historical day or date of Jesus' birth should not bother anyone, or 
mean that Dec. 25 is somehow "wrong." In some countries and cultures, even in today's world, the exact 
day or date of a baby's birth is not remembered or celebrated. When such people move to another culture 
that places greater importance on the date of people's births, they must choose a date randomly. 

• Even when someone's birth date is known, the day on which they celebrate it may be different for various 
reasons: a family might gather on a nearby weekend rather than on a weekday; an office or community 
might have a combined monthly birthday party; or a school might have a party in the Spring or Fall for all 
children whose birthdays actually occur during the summer vacation months).  
What does the word "Christmas" mean? 

• "Christmas" properly refers to the day when Christians celebrate the birth of Jesus, Dec. 25 on most 
calendars, or to the season (Christmastide or Christmastime) which begins on that day (or the night 
before). 

• In the modern secular world, "Christmas" may also refer non-religiously to Dec. 25, or to the mid-winter 
legal holiday (in the Northern hemisphere; or a mid-summer holiday below the Equator) observed on that 
day. 

• Etymologically, the word derives from Old English 
"Cristes mæsse" (lit. Christ's festival). It is similar to 
Dutch Kerstmis, but is significantly different in derivation 
and meaning in many other European languages: 
German Weihnachten ("Blessed Night"), Italian Natale, 
Spanish Navidad, French Noël (all ultimately derived from 
Latin natalis, "birth"), Scandinavian jul (similar to 
English yule).  
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FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

What are the liturgical colors for Christmas? 
• The official liturgical color of the Christmas Season for most Churches is white or gold, not green and 

red, as many people assume. 
• Popular culture often associates Christmas with a combination of greens and reds (such as in Poinsettia 

plants), in addition to the use of white (snow?) and silver, gold, or other shiny metallic colors (stars? bells? 
musical instruments?). 

• By contrast, green is the proper liturgical color for "Ordinary Time," while red is used on feasts of the  
Holy Spirit, the Apostles, or martyrs.                                                                                                                                                                                         
What is a Crèche and where does this tradition come from? 

• In the weeks before or during the Christmas season, many people set up a "manger scene" in their    
churches, homes, or public places, depicting the baby Jesus surrounded by Mary, Joseph, angels and   
shepherds, sheep and other animals, and possibly also the magi or "wise men." 

• The French word crèche is similar to German Krippe and English "crib", while the word "manger" comes 
from the French mangeoire (derived from mangier = "to eat"); these words correspond to Lat-
in praesēpe or Greek phatne (Luke 2:12), all of which originally referred to a "feeding trough" for          
animals, but also came to be used for an "infant's bed." 

• The Gospel of Luke says, "While they were there [in Bethlehem], the time came for her [Mary] to have 
her child, and she gave birth to her firstborn son. She wrapped him in swaddling clothes and laid him in 
a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn." (Luke 2:6-7) 

• The tradition of displaying a crèche did not arise until the mid-12th century; it is attributed to St. Francis 
of Assisi, who wanted to emphasize the poor and humble circumstances in which Jesus was born. 

• The use and design of crèches reflects a wide variety of artistic and cultural traditions. Some people set up 
a simple crèche long before Christmas, add more figures as Christmas approaches, with the baby Jesus not 
placed in the manger until Christmas Eve, and the wise men not arriving until Jan. 6. 

• A church's or family's crèche is usually blessed on Christmas Eve with a simple blessing prayer. For 
online samples, see USCCB.   

What other liturgical celebrations usually occur during the Season of Christmas?                                                
A variety of other feasts and memorials are celebrated during the Christmas Season, some closely related to 
the biblical accounts of Jesus' birth, others commemorating seemingly unrelated saints, even including some 
martyrs!                                                                                                                                                           
Some of these are celebrated on fixed dates on the calendar, others are always on Sundays, and thus have 
moveable dates. See my chart of Moveable Feasts during the Christmas Season–  see USCCB for more   
details on the following:      

• Dec. 26 - The Feast of St. Stephen, the first Christian martyr   
• Dec. 27 - The Feast of St. John, Apostle and Evangelist 
• Dec. 28 - The Feast of the Holy Innocents, martyrs 
• Sunday after Dec. 25 - The Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph (transferred to Dec. 30 if 

the Sunday is Jan. 1) 
• Jan. 1 - The Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God (always on New Year's Day, the             

Octave Day of Christmas, which takes precedence over the Feast of the Holy Family) 
• Jan. 6 or the Sunday after Jan. 1 - The Solemnity of the Epiphany of the 

Lord (traditionally Jan. 6; but in some countries, such as the USA, it is 
now transferred to the first Sunday after New Year's Day) 

• Sunday after Jan. 6 - The Feast of the Baptism of the Lord (transferred to 
Monday, Jan. 8 or 9, if Epiphany is celebrated on Sunday Jan. 7 or 8,             
respectively, in certain years.—(USCCB) 

The CHRISTMAS Season Continued: 
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Prayer forSpiritualCommunion
Youarepresent in theMostHoly

Sacrament. I loveYouaboveall things,
and Idesire to receiveYou intomysoul.

Since Icannotat thismomentreceiveYou
sacramentally, comeat least spiritually intomyheart.
IembraceYouas if Youwerealreadythere andunite

myselfwholly toYou. Neverpermitmetobe
separated fromYou. Amen

St. Basil the Great Church December 21, 2025
Brecksville, Ohio

ootteeccttiinnggGGoodd’’ssCChhiillddrreenn
The Diocese of Cleveland’s
“Protecting God’s Children”

program is a continuingeffort to instruct and inform
everyone about the protection of children from sexual
abuse. To report any past or present suspected
inappropriate behavior toward children by priests,
deacons, religious, lay ecclesial ministers or personnel
associated with the Church, immediately inform local
authorities about inappropriate behavior. Also, please
contact the Diocesan Response Service Office at:
216-334-2999 or via email at:
rreessppoonnssee__sseerrvviicceess@@ddiioocceesseeooffcclleevveellaanndd..oorrgg..

Pro

In Loving Memory

MMAARRYY BBEETTHH GGOOOODDRRIICCHH
Mother of William
December 7, 2025

We remember all of our deceased
loved ones.

May they rest in peace.

Are we aware of how many times we shut down and
block the action of love (whether from God or others)
in our lives? In our Responsorial Psalm this weekend,
we read that we should “let the Lord enter.” In this

season of Advent, we are encouraged to make ready our hearts for the coming of Jesus. Yet this preparation requires our
willingness to open ourselves up and feel safe doing so. If we cannot do this with God, it is unlikely we will be able to
with others. Putting up a wall and not letting anyone trustworthy in may not be readily apparent; perhaps this is because
the last time we allowed someone in they hurt us. Unfortunately, the cost of shutting down is significant and often leads to
emotional isolation, disconnection, and ultimately loneliness. People we care about can be so near to us in proximity, yet
seem so far from knowing who we really are. Joseph had to allow himself to be convinced that it was safe to take Mary
and her baby into his home. We need to be like St. Joseph; we need to allow ourselves to be convinced that it is safe to be
known and loved by God and others. We can start by first acknowledging – then knocking down - the walls we have
erected. Come Emmanuel! -Nellie K, LISW-S, CCTP-II, IFS, EMDR
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 | 216.641.6321

7906 Broadview Road, Broadview Heights, Ohio 44147 | 440.546.5353

LatekFuneralHomes.com

216.331.2999216.331.2999 Office Office
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Contact us for a complimentary second 

opinion at 440.740.0130

They look at your money.

 We look at your LIFE.

Investment advice offered through Planned Financial Services, a Registered Investment Advisor

FRANK FANTOZZI
CPA, MST, PFS, CDFA, AIF®, CEPA

President and Founder

Parishioner

Investment advice offered through Planned Financial Services, a Registered Investment Advisor

7000 Fitzwater Road, Suite 300, Brecksville, Ohio 44141

Your Life. Your Money. Your Way.ReturnOnLifeWealth.com

LUKE H. VINCER, CPFA®

FOUNDER, LONGVIEW  |  WEALTH ADVISOR, RJFS

216-505-7080 
6000 Freedom Square Dr., Ste. 350  
Independence, OH 44131

Securities offered through Raymond James Financial Services, Inc., member FINRA/SIPC. Investment advisory 

services offered through Raymond James Financial Services Advisors, Inc. LongView Financial Partners is not a 

registered broker/dealer and is independent of Raymond James Financial Services. 694685 01/26

UBS Financial Services Inc.

600 Superior Avenue East
Cleveland, OH 44114
modesto.ruggiero@ubs.com

Modesto P. Ruggiero, CEPA®
 

Managing Director–Wealth Management

© UBS 2025. All rights reserved. UBS Financial Services Inc. 
is a subsidiary of UBS Group AG. Member FINRA/SIPC. 
ED_03192025-3    IS2500373   Exp.: 03/31/2026

advisors.ubs.com/ 
ruggiero

©2025 Diocesan View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com

http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=22401424
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=22400322
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=22400492
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=22400808
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=22400422
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=22400924
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=22401893
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=22402398
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=22400214
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=22401024
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=22400324
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=22400325
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=22400309
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=22400722
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=22400725
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=22400422
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=22400808

