
Adult CAtholiC

FAll 2018 - Spring 2019

“From the rising to the 

setting of the sun, the name 

of God is to be praised.”

Psalm 113

EduCAtion

What is ace? ParticiPating Parishes

ACE is an acronym for Adult Catholic 
Education.  It is a collaborative effort on the 
part of several neighboring parish communities 
to provide ongoing faith development and 
mature religious education for adults.  As the 
laity continue to assume more responsibility 
for leadership in all areas of Church life, the 
need for ongoing adult faith formation is 
evident.  Many members of our parishes only 
received a childhood education in their faith 
and have had little opportunity to develop a 
deeper, adult understanding of Catholicism, 
or of other faith traditions.  The yearly ACE 
program attempts to fill this gap by providing 
speakers who represent the best of pastoral, 
academic, and/or experiential leadership in 
the areas they address.  It is our hope that 
many people will participate in the events 
offered by the ACE program.                  

Assumption Church
9183 Broadview Road, Broadview Heights

440-526-1177

St. Barnabas Church
9451 Brandywine Road, Northfield

330-467-7959

St. Basil the Great Church
8700 Brecksville Road, Brecksville

440-526-1686

St. Joseph Byzantine Catholic Church
8111 Brecksville Road, Brecksville

440-526-1818

St. Matthias Church
1200 West Sprague Road, Parma

440-888-8220

St. Michael Church
6540 Brecksville Road, Independence

216-524-1394



reflections of 
PoPe francis on 
family life today

the effect of 
sPiritual Practices 
on health and 
Wellness

and god said 
What?
literal and 
contextual

interPretations of 
scriPture

act justly, love 
tenderly and 
Walk humbly With 
your god.”
(micah 6:8)

st. nicolas: 
the saint Who 
became “santa”
a Program 
for Parents, 
grandParents and 
children

charismatic 
sPirituality and 
the manifestation           
of the holy sPirit

Shawn Witmer, MTS
Wednesday, September 12, 2018
Assumption Church, 7-9pm

Catherine Houk
Wednesday, January 16, 2019
St. Matthias Church, 7-9pm

Margaret Nutting Ralph PhD
Thursday, October 18, 2018
St. Barnabas Church

Bishop Nelson Perez
Tuesday, February 19, 2019
St. Basil the Great Church

Fr. Joseph Marquis, M.Div
Saturday, November 10, 2018
St. Joseph Byzantine Catholic Church, 1-3pm

Fr. Pete Colleti 
Tuesday, April 2, 2019
St. Michael’s Church

In his document, Amoris Laetitia, The Joy of Love, Pope Francis focuses 
his attention on love as experienced and expressed within families.  
Francis’ pastoral concern is for “real and concrete families, with all their 
daily troubles and struggles, joys and hopes.”  Shawn will give special 
attention to the poignant and personal way that Pope Francis speaks to 
couples who are married or preparing for marriage.

Shawn Witmer holds a Master of Theological Studies degree from 
Washington Theological Union and is a Pastoral Associate at Our Lady 
of the Lake parish in Euclid.  He is a husband, father, and grandfather 
and lives with his wife Donna on the West Side of Cleveland.

A key spiritual practice is learning to be present in the moment.  This 
is a gift God has given us, to be fully in this moment.  Catherine will 
discuss three ways of bringing a deeper connection to your faith through 
breath, body and mind. You see how you can become connected to 
a peaceful presence through these practices, as well as learning about 
Yoga practice and philosophy.

Catherine Houk is a member of St. Basil Parish.  She is a Yoga Instructor 
who was trained at The Cleveland Wellness Institute.  Catherine is the 
owner of Love Life Yoga where she provides private instruction, and she 
also teaches classes in yoga in Broadview Heights.

Have you ever wondered why two people on opposite sides of an 
argument can each use Scripture to support what they already think?  
Does Scripture contradict itself or are people misrepresenting it?  Dr. 
Margaret will review how the Catholic Church teaches us to interpret 
Scripture in the contexts of literary form, the beliefs of the time, and 
the two-thousand year process of revelation.

Dr. Margaret Ralph holds a PhD from the University of Kentucky and 
has worked for the Covington and Lexington Dioceses of Kentucky for 
thirty years as a teacher, adult education consultant and Secretary of 
Educational Ministries.  She is the author of 18 books on Scripture.

The message of Jesus, and of all our sacred scriptures, is to love God, 
and neighbor as oneself.  Central to this message is the call to seek 
justice for those who are mistreated or marginalized in society.  Bishop 
Perez will explore the ways that Catholics may respond to our call to 
“act justly.”

Bishop Perez was born in Miami and raised in New York State.  He 
earned his Master of Divinity degree from St. Charles Borromeo Seminary 
in Philadelphia.  Bishop Perez has been a teacher, a pastor, and a leader 
in Hispanic Ministry.  He currently serves as a member of the US Bishops’ 
Committee on cultural diversity. 

While children see a video and create pictures of St. Nicholas, adults 
will hear how the bishop of an obscure 4th century seaport town has 
inspired Christians and non-believers for the past 17 centuries.  Far 
more than being “a right jolly old elf,” discover the historic conditions 
that led to a universal recognition of St. Nicholas’ of Myra’s “Ho-Ho-
HOLINESS.” 

Fr. Marquis has Master of Divinity Degree from Saints Cyril & 
Methodius Seminary, Orchard Lake, Michigan. In 2006, he became the 
first married Byzantine Catholic priest ever ordained in North America. 
Founder and director of the St. Nicholas Institute, a training program 
for St. Nicholas and Santa Claus professionals, Marquis makes guest 
appearances on radio/TV, including EWTN.

Fr. Pete will speak about the role of the Holy Spirit in the lives of 
Catholics through celebration of the liturgy and in the distributions of 
charisms for ministry. He will also discuss the Charismatic Movement 
as agent of blessing through the experience of “Baptism in the Spirit.”

Originally from Akron, Fr. Pete graduated from St. Mary Seminary 
with a Master of Divinity degree, and later completed a Doctor of 
Ministry degree as well.  He has served in five different ministries, and 
has been pastor of St. Michael parish for 13 years.


