
St. Basil the Great winter 2014

Dear Parish Family:
Memories. I mentioned in this message 
last year that Christmas has always been 
my favorite season of the year. One of my 
clearest Christmas memories from my 
childhood happened when I was 8 or 9 
years old. It was Christmas Eve and I 
was in the living room just enjoying the 
tree and decorations and thinking about 
“my” gifts. All of a sudden, someone 
knocked on the living room window and 
I was completely frightened. I ran across 
the kitchen into the den and landed in a 
chair that immediately slammed into the 
wall. My dad was off his chair in a flash 
with his slipper in hand. I flew back the 
way I came and up the stairs to my room 
relieved there were no following footsteps. 
About half an hour later my dad at the 
bottom of the steps called for me to come 
downstairs. All he said was, “Don’t do 

that again.” Believe me, I never did that 
again. I am absolutely certain that had I 
run that fast in high school I would have 
been an all-star at some sport. We all 
know that Christmas is a magical time 
for our children. It is just a wonderful 
awesome experience for all of us priests 
to celebrate the Christmas Masses and 
see the glowing faces of the children. You 
cannot do any better than that.

It is a very special season. All because 
our God chose to send His Son to be 
our Savior. I hope we can all find some 
time at home, here in Church or in our 
Adoration Chapel to enter into the true 
meaning of Christmas, God among us, 
God with us, in Jesus.

We will soon be celebrating the Sacred 
Season of Advent, a time of preparing 
ourselves and our families for the birth 
of Jesus. I hope you will be able to join 
with fellow parishioners to celebrate 
our Advent evening prayer services on 
Monday evenings, December 1, 15, and 
22 at 7:00 pm in Church. Our annual 
Christmas Concert, with all of our 
choirs participating, will take place on 
Saturday, December 13 at 7:30 pm. This 
is a great opportunity to enter in to the 
approaching celebration of Christmas.

We will celebrate a Communal 
Reconciliation Service in the Church 
on Tuesday, December 16 at 7:30 pm. 
What better way to prepare our hearts to 
celebrate the birth of Jesus.

The annual Giving Tree benefitting so 
many agencies and organizations will 
provide all of us the opportunity to 
share our many blessings with so many 
in our community and beyond who are 
in need and to let them know they are 
remembered and loved.

Please note the Christmas Eve and Day 
Mass Schedule as well as the schedule for 
individual Reconciliation with all the 
Advent and Christmas prayer services 
and events.

Remember the Christmas Day Dinner 
served in the Parish Center at 1:30 pm. 
Please invite your neighbors and friends 
who may be alone to come to St. Basil.

I join with the entire parish staff with 
whom I am blessed to serve you in wishing 
a blessed, peaceful, and holy celebration of 
our Savior’s birth. You will be remembered 
in all of our Christmas Masses.

In His Love,

www. basilthegreat. org 8700 Brecksville Road, Brecksville, OH 44141 440–526–1686
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 Parish Giving Tree 
 
The parish Giving Tree is set up in the Gathering Area 
of the church. Through the Giving Tree program St. 
Basil parish provides an opportunity for parishioners to 
give gifts to those less fortunate. 
 
The gifts are delivered to people served by:
•Catholic Charities Refugee Assistance Program, assisting 
in the resettlement of refugees and asylees in Cleveland

•Maggie’s Place, a nurturing, stable environment for 
pregnant women

•St. Martin de Porres Family Center, supporting very poor 
children & teens in the Glenville area of Cleveland

•The Kidney Foundation of Northeast Ohio, providing 
patients with the resources needed for dialysis treatments 

•The Metanoia Project, Inc., serving the shelter-resistant 
homeless through its Hospitality Center

•University Settlement, supporting their senior citizens in 
the Broadway-Slavic Village neighborhood

•The West Side Catholic Center, a shelter providing 
clothing and hospitality to the homeless;

•Womankind, extending hope and care to pregnant 
women in need

•Y-Haven, a residential rehabilitation center for men

To participate, select a tag from the tree, 
purchase the gift indicated on the tag, and 

return the gift to the tree, unwrapped, 
with the tag attached, by Sunday, 

December 14 at 5:30pm. But please 
bring all GIFT CARDS to the Parish 

Office; do not leave gift cards under 
the tree.

Last year, thanks to your 
generosity, St. Basil parishioners 

provided more than 750 
gifts! As always, your help is 

greatly appreciated!

Christmas Season Dates
Combined Choir Christmas Concert

Saturday, December 13 at 7:30pm in the Church

Advent Evening Prayer
Mondays in the Church at 7:00pm
December 1, 5, and 22

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Communal Penance Service at St. Basil
Tuesday, December 16 at 7:30pm

Individual Reconciliation
Wednesdays, 6:15-6:45pm
Saturdays, 3:30-4:30pm
Wednesday, December 18, 7:30-8:45am and 6-6:45pm
Saturday, December 21, 9:00-10:00am and 3-4:30pm

Christmas Day Dinner
1:30pm in the Parish Center
Reservations are required, call 440-526-1686

Feast of the Immaculate Conception – 
Holy Day Monday, December 8

Masses at 7:00 am, 9:00 am, 12 Noon and 7:00 pm

Mary, Mother of God – Holy Day
Thursday, January 1, 2015

Wednesday, December 31 at 5:00pm
Thursday, January 1 at 8:00am, 10:00am and 12 Noon

Throughout Advent and Christmas,  
our Mass Schedule remains the same:

Weekdays, except Wednesday: 7:00am and 9:00am
Wednesday: 9:00am and 7:00pm
Saturday Vigil: 5:00pm
Sunday: 7:30, 9:00 and 10:30am, 12 Noon and 5:30pm
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St. Basil Music Ministry

CHRISTMAS
CONCERT

Saturday, December 13th
 at 7:30pm in the Church

–Doors to open at 7pm–

Mondays at 7:00pm 
in the Church

December 1: Fr. Walt
December 15: Sr. Judith
December 22: Fr. Kevin

The true story of Santa Claus begins with St. Nicholas, who was born during the 
third century in the village of Patara. He dedicated his life to serving God and 
was made Bishop of Myra. Bishop Nicholas became known throughout the land 
for his generosity to those in need and for his love for children. By his example 
of generosity to those in need, especially children, St. Nicholas continues to be a 
model for the compassionate life. 
We’re celebrating the Feast of St. Nicholas on Sunday, December 7 at the 
9am Mass. Children will have the opportunity to meet St. Nicholas and 
receive a special treat following Mass. Children attending this Mass are 
encouraged to participate in the Children’s Liturgy of the Word to learn 
more about St. Nicholas!

Feast of St. Nicholas

Evening Prayer

music

prayer
candles
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John O’Brien

Andrew & Denise Timpone and Family

Paul & Kim Dzurinda and Family

John & Lauren Champ and Family

Ryan & Pegeen Howard and Family

David & Julianne Suhy and Family

Candice Hartong

Cari Henegar and Son

Brian & Bethany Guzoski and Family

Deanna DiFranco and Family

Jeffery & Ildiko Kubiak and Family

John & Kate Goebel

Jeff Makowski & Debbie O’Connor and Family

Robert & Melanie Thuemling

Karen Luvison

Paul & Jacquelyn Kelly and Family

Richard & Paula Santin

Kevin & Mary Ellen Mauser and Family

James & Christie Martin and Daughter

Christopher & Amy Garey and Family

Shawn & Brooke Grill and Family

Janet Donnella and Family

Susan Jatsek and Family

Monica Lanci

Susan Coughlin and Family

Jason & Danielle Harrison and Family

Christian & Mary Romano and Family

Jonathan & Meghan Briggs and Family

Katie Zarback

Glenn Roth

John & Nancy Frank and Family

John & Lisa Weber and Daughter

David & Elizabeth Stasko

Brian & Kathleen Phillips

Vera Alisauskas

Terrence & Janet Schoen and Family

Daniel & Gloria Letostak

Laura Shrieve and Family

Donald & Frances DiGeronimo and Family

Mark & Christina Jackson and Son

Ray & Judy Lyons

John & Deborah Nixon

Scott & Lisa Gibbons and Family

Catherine Shuster

Monica Keil

Al & Laura Harper and Daughter

Sharon Wanemaker

Carla Kenzik and Family

Robert Edmonds & Christine Wadsworth and Son

Aaron Rohe & Krista Cappello

Michael & Lori Zabak and Family

Rick & Tiffany Smith

Michael & Theresa Vlcek and Son

Stephanie Phillips

Matthew & Sarah Holpuch and Family

Welcome, New Parishioners!

New Parishioner Dinner
The Evangelization Commission at  
St. Basil Parish sponsors a New 
Parishioner Dinner semiannually where 
people are invited to come together 
for dinner,  meet new parishioners and 
to meet the staff. The next dinner is 
scheduled for the Spring, 2015. Please 
look to the bulletin for details.

Fr. Walt and Fr. Dave at the September 26th New Parishioner Dinner.
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Th y  w ill  b e  d on e !
By: Father Kevin Shemuga

Many times 
people have 
approached 
me with 
q u e s t i o n s 
about the will 
of God. They 
are questions 

like these: Did God will my son to die 
or my husband or my wife to die? Is this 
the will of God that I must endure this 
sickness? Is it God’s will that I lost my job?

Who can answer these intense 
questions? I certainly cannot answer 
them… Who can in this life?

I believe we can approach the will 
of God in another way that is much 
more attractive. We can use another 
method. This method starts within 
the depths of our being. We can ask 
ourselves some simple questions to 
begin to discover God and his will: 
What do I really want? Which further 
means, what do I really value? I believe 
that is where we begin to discover the 
will of God!

O u r d es ire s
God created us and gave us our 
desires. These desires for the most part 
are very good and holy. I desired to 
be a great baseball player when I was 
a youth. I prayed every day in high 
school to succeed on the baseball field. 
I dreamed of being a major league 
baseball player! But, also, deep within 
me was another desire that I could not 
ignore. This desire was I loved Christ 
and the Church. From my youth was 
God calling me to play baseball or to 
serve the Church as a priest?

God was saying yes to both of my 
desires! My dream of being in the 
majors never actualized. I was not 

skilled enough to be on a field with 
Grady Sizemore or hit a fast ball or 
change up thrown by Greg Maddox! 
My dream of being a priest did 
happen. Questions still haunt me: am 
I holy enough to lead the People of 
God? What is His will for me today? 
All I know is that God fulfilled both 
of my desires! I still play baseball even 
into my fifties and I am a priest!

Where should we start to contemplate 
the will of God? This starts deep 
within our hearts because that is 
exactly where God is! God’s will is 
intertwined with our desires. I invite 
you to dream and listen to God every 
day. Let God lead us every day to 
where God wants us to be.

Q u ie t  p ra y e r  
is  a  b e g in n in g
This means we begin every day in quiet 
prayer. This prayer does not have to be 
long but it does demand quiet so that 
we can listen. Every day in our prayer 
reach deep within our hearts in the 
quiet. There we touch God and God 
leads us into the day with our desires 
and our plans with Him. This is truly 
doing the will of God. When we do 
this daily then the bigger questions 
when they come will be a little bit 
easier to find clarity and an answer.

God’s will is really found in our 
desires. God hopes that our desires are 
to be good and holy like Jesus his Son.

A New  Ye a r
As we begin a new year may we make 
a simple promise to allow God to lead 
us into the depth of our hearts to find 
Him; our experience and our desires 
allow His will to be done…

May God grant all of us a holy new 
year of 2015 as we all strive together 
to know and love God and his people.

a ministry of compassion

Respite for parents of 
kids with special needs
Do you have a special place in your 
heart for kids with special needs? Are 
you a parent of a child with special 
needs? If so you might be interested 
in a ministry beginning here at 
St. Basil. BREATHE is a program 
developed in part by Holy Angels 
Church in Bainbridge. This ministry 
is for families of children ages 2-18 
with special needs, and their siblings. 
Our short term goal is to provide one 
evening of respite care on a quarterly 
basis from 5–8 pm. The evening will 
provide a safe and fun evening for the 
children and respite for their parents.

Currently we are forming a committee 
of people to plan the respite evenings. 
We are also looking for volunteers to 
work one on one with children, cook 
a light meal, and to help throughout 
the evening. Doctors, nurses, 
therapists, teachers or anyone over 
the age of 14 with a heart for kids is 
welcome to volunteer. All volunteers 
will participate in training for the 
evenings. 

If you are a family that might be 
interested in sharing your beautiful 
child with us or if you would like 
to give of your time to serve on our 
planning committee or to volunteer 
for this ministry please contact Joslyn 
Palange at 440-554-5755 jacobsja10@
yahoo.com. or Robin Youngs in the 
Parish office at 440-526-1686.
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Save the Date!!

Second Annual  

Parish Day of Service 
set for  

Saturday, April 25, 2015

The Social Concerns Commission and 
Family Matters Ministry are co-sponsoring 
the second annual Parish Day of Service to be 
held on April 25, 2015. Based on feedback 
from parishioners, we are expanding the 
number and type of service opportunities 
available so that parishioners of all ages can 
participate. Volunteer opportunities will be 
listed and described in an online format to 
allow for individuals and groups to choose 
the activities that best fit their interests and 
schedules. Registration is expected to begin in 
February. Watch for additional information 
in the Bulletin and the parish website. 

We continue to construct and install 
water purification systems in the 
Aldeas (Villages) of San Francisco 
de la Paz. We plan to construct 6-7 
water purification systems each year 
and develop a plan for sustainability 
over the next 2-3 years. We now 
have installed 21 water purification 

systems in villages and schools.

We also continue to make physical improvements at the 
Hogar de Nino orphanage in Juticalpa and will install a water 
purification system there this November. We also will be 
working at the Nursing Home in Juticalpa which is in need of 
physical improvements in the bathrooms as well as painting in 
a number of rooms.

We would very much like to have a medical/dental mission trip 
to Honduras March or April of next year (2015). Any doctors, 
dentists or nurses interested in a medical trip are invited to 
attend our next Honduras information night on Wednesday, 
December 10th at 7:00pm in the Family Life Center.

A mission trip is a very uplifting and memorable experience. The 
people are very welcoming and grateful for all that we do for 
them and with them. They participate fully in the construction 
of the small buildings (casas) that house the water filtration 
systems and do all the preparations for the installation of the 
systems. It really is a joint venture. Prior to the installation, the 
Village leaders sign an agreement to maintain the system and 
to contribute money for the purchase of replacement filters.

We do have Honduras Information Packets available in the 
Parish Office. Please go online to Basilthegreat.org and you will 
see a Honduras tab on the left hand side.

Honduras MissionUpdate

Volunteers participate in our 2013 Day of Service

Chapel and stairs built in  
La Avispa by the January,  
2013 Mission Team

Bringing clean water home from 
the water filtration house
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125 tenth grade teens and their parents 
attended our first Confirmation 
meeting in September. Introductions 
were made of the leaders who will 
be facilitating the program. Fr. Dave 
offered a prayer and blessing to the 
families present. The goal of our 
Confirmation Program is to offer 
our teen candidates knowledge and 
understanding of their Catholic Faith 
as they prepare for the Sacrament of 
Confirmation. 

How many people can remember 
their Confirmation? 
Tommy Dome, Youth Minister, stated 
that Confirmation is more than a 
rite of passage. He explained that the 
sacrament increases in us the Gifts 
of the Holy Spirit.  The sacrament 
strengthens our bond with the Church. 

What is the role of the parent 
in their teen’s preparation for 
receiving this sacrament?
Confirmation is no way intended 
to be the end of the teen’s spiritual 
formation but rather the beginning of 
a deeper life in Christ. The Catholic 
faith recognizes that the parents are 
the primary educators of their children 
in matters of faith and morals. 

What are the most important ways 
parents can help their teen prepare 
for this Sacrament?
• Practice your own faith.
• Pray.
• Encourage your teen to attend events 
of their choice in Life Teen Youth 
Ministry.
•Renew your commitment to participate 
more fully in the life of Christ through 
attending Mass every Sunday, going to 
Confession or serving others.

• Be open to your teen’s questions about 
Jesus, their faith or moral issues.  Go 
to www.catholic.com  for answers to 
the most common Catholic questions.
• Motivate your teen to attend the 
mandatory preparation Confirmation 
sessions below:

SESSION I 
Monday December 1st, Candidates 
Only  7-9:00 pm Parish Center

SESSION II 
Monday January 26th, Candidates & 
Sponsors  7-9:00 pm Parish Center

SESSION III 
Monday March 2nd, Candidates Only 
7-9:00 pm Parish Center

CONFESSION SESSIONS
April 15th, Wednesday 7:30-9:00 pm 
or April 25th, Saturday 1:00-3:00 pm 

Our Confirmation Liturgy will take 
place on Friday May 1st, with Bishop 
Roger Gries. Please continue to pray 
for our candidates as they prepare over 
the next several months for receiving 
the gifts of the Holy Spirit.

Our Confirmation Program

Alexandra Josephine Cameratta

John Robert Champ

Tate Leonard Dawson

Everett Ray Dawson

Chance Jadon Coughlin

Addyson Paige Walsh

Salvatore Kenneth Ciseri

John Thomas Kurlychek

Mia Rose Contrera

Annelise Therese Lupson

Ronan Michael Ivers

Jack Henry Briggs

Kate Elliot Briggs

Callaway David Costin

Mason Everett Garey

Kyrin Amere Mays

Michael Chukwuoumebi 

Ogbechie

Jackson Joseph Stircula

Colleen Ann Carstens

Lola Jay Federico

Khloe Morgan Kasparek

Olivia Rose Ashworth

Milania Victoria Martin

Jackson David Robert Devilling

Elizabeth Kathleen Wingate

Anthony John Stankiewicz

Giovanni Richard Donato

George Thomas Matic III

Christopher Todd Kooser

Benjamin Walter Stasek

Logan Henry Kurtz

Casey Michael Reese

Stella June Holpuch

Lucas Xavier Croasmun

Sylvia Amara Sidaway

Newly 
Baptized 
Children
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Adult Faith Formation Programs
Winter 2015

Winter Book Study: 
The Church of Mercy–A Vision  for the  Church 
by Pope Francis
Tuesdays, 7:00 pm (Annex) January 20 and 27, February 3 and 10

Parish Lenten Retreat/ Mission 
with Fr. Damien Ference, Ph.L

A professor at Borromeo Seminary, Fr. Damien has been a popular homilist here 
at St. Basil Church. He will lead our biannual Lenten Retreat beginning the 
Lenten Season on February 22, 23 & 24, Sunday through Tuesday evenings.

Save the Dates for our  
Finding God in Daily Work
Tuesdays: February 17, March 3 & 17, 
7-9:00pm  
Retreat: Saturday March 28, 8:30am to 12:30pm.

How is all “work” and all of life holy? How am I called to participate in 
Christ’s mission? How can I enflesh Christ’s values through my work?

Blessed Virgin Mary’s Garden 
After the construction of the Gathering Area and Eucharistic Adoration chapel, the Garden in honor of the Blessed Virgin 
was very much in need of improvement. Based upon a suggestion from a parishioner, we decided to open the Garden 
with a walkway that would lead directly to the Gathering Area. We also relocated the statue of Mary to a more prominent 
position in the garden. It’s a great space to offer a prayer for your loved ones.
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Clare Maloney 
Jerry P. Gill

Harriet Fashinpaur
Thomas Vilicka

John Kerr
L ydia Casserlie
David Zeleny

Thomas Bellitto
Jane Gentzler

Anthony LaPerna
Frances Behnke
Vito Menacore

Bernice Incorvaia
Ronald Marek
Helena Ward
Mary Slivka
Virginia Baur
Susan Ward

Rest in Peace
Deceased Members 

of the Parish

Separated? Divorced? You Are Not Alone!

DIVORCECARE... will begin Tuesday, January 6th, at 
7:00pm in Room 7 of the Education Center.  DivorceCare is a 12 week 
video seminar series and support group for people who are separated or 
divorced. It features some of the nation’s foremost experts on divorce and 
recovery topics. The program identifies a personal relationship with Jesus 
Christ as “the foundation for healing.”  The workbook includes an outline 
format with room for notes, relevant scriptural selections, plus journal pages 
to help one focus on steps toward recovery. 

We also will be offering DivorceCare4Kids (ages 5-12) at the same time in 
Room 10. Contact Mary Ann Webb at mawpsr@aol.com or 440-792-4721 
to register or for more information.

Surviving the Holidays 
“DivorceCare: Surviving the Holidays” is a helpful, encouraging 
seminar for people facing the holidays after a separation or divorce. The 
seminar will be held on Sunday, December 7th, from 1:15-3:00pm 
in Room 7 of the Education Center. There’s no charge for this event. 

The “Surviving the Holidays” seminar features practical suggestions, 
guidance and reassurance through video interviews with counselors, 
experts in divorce-related care and people who have experienced the 
holidays after separation or divorce. Topics to be discussed include 
“Why the Holidays Are Tough,” “What Emotions to Expect,” “How 
to Plan and Prepare,” “How to Handle Uncomfortable Situations” and 
“Using the Holidays to Help You Heal.”   Those who attend will receive 
a free book with over 30 daily readings providing additional insights 
and ideas on holiday survival. Call Mary Ann Webb at 440-792-4721 
to register, or email mawpsr@aol.com.

Can You Help?
We need additional volunteers for two ministries: 
the Coffee & Donut Sunday teams, and the 
Greeters, who welcome people to the weekend 
Masses. Even if you volunteered for either of 
these, and haven’t been called, please consider 
responding again! For more information about 
either opportunity for involvement, or to 
volunteer, please contact Mary Ann Webb at 

440-792-4721 or mawpsr@aol.com. Please consider being a part of 
these ministries of hospitality!



St. Basil the Great10

 Catholics  
     Returning  
           Home

Have you been hurt or angered 
by the Church? There are others 
who may share many of your 
feelings. We would like to know 
your feelings and address your 
questions. Here at St. Basil the 
Great, we have a special program 
to help non-practicing Catholics 
return to the Church entitled 
“Catholics Returning Home”. We 
are happy to report that we have 
had numerous calls from people 
seeking answers to questions about 
returning to the Catholic Church. 
Some have been attending our 
meetings over the last two months 
on Wednesday evenings in the 
Education Center. A small group 
of parishioners, some of whom are 
former non-practicing Catholics, 
share their stories and listen to 
your feelings and concerns. 

Our next series begins on 
Wednesday, January 7, 2015 at 
7:30 in Room 7 of the Education 
Center. The sessions are informal 
and filled with information. We 
would like to invite anyone who 
is interested to join us. There is 
no obligation, and perhaps your 
questions will be answered. 

For more information, please call 
Sharon Szabo at 440-336-4722 
or e-mail shasza04@gmail.com. If 
you know of anyone who might be 
interested, please pass this article 
on to him/her.

A good time was had by all who attended the  
Senior Swing Dance! Great music and sweet desserts 

completed the afternoon. 

Pre-Cana 2015
St. Basil’s Pre Cana day for couples preparing for 
the Sacrament of marriage will be 

Saturday, February 28 from 8:30am – 6pm

The cost is $65.00. Registration with payment is 
due back to the parish office by February 1st. Registration packages 
are available in the parish office or online at basilthegreat.org. For 
further information, call Robin Youngs at 526-1686. Space is limited 
so please register as soon as possible!

We’re celebrating! 
Save the date…  

Saturday, January 31 from 6–9pm

Fr. Walt’s 20 years as pastor of St. Basil  
and Fr. Dave’s 80th birthday! 

In lieu of gifts both Frs. Walt and Dave have requested 
donations be made to our St. Basil Honduras Mission.  

Details to follow in the Church bulletin. 
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St. Basil the Great’s Women’s Ministry: 
Gifts of the Spirit (GOTS) 
Since its inception in September 2012, the GOTS women’s ministry has been very 
spiritually fulfilling for hundreds of women! Evaluations received express such 
sentiments as “very inspirational and enlightening,” “I enjoyed the camaraderie, 
friendliness and honesty of everyone,” “It was delightful and I want to come back,” 

“Fabulous homemade food,” “The speakers are so full of the holy spirit. They bring the holy trinity alive.” 

GOTS is held on a quarterly basis on Sunday mornings. The mission of the ministry is to provide a way that 
women of all ages can be awakened to the Holy Spirit present in their lives and to encourage discipleship and 
nurturing of their faith. Each session brings more and more women together (average of 80-110 per event) for 
a spiritual, joyful, motivational morning with, of course, a splash of humor! 

Some of the speakers have included Sr. Judith Wood, Sr. Mary Ann Flannery, Father Walt Jenne, Brooke Taylor 
(95.5 the Fish), Treva Dillick, Sr. Judith Karam and most recently Fr. Kevin Shemuga. The next speaker/breakfast 
will be on December 14 with Professor Jeanne Colleran, followed by Deacon Lou on March 15, 2015. 

This ministry has a new online home on the www.basilthegreat.org website. Just type in GOTS in the 
keyword space and see reviews, comments, photos 
and upcoming events! Watch the bulletin for Save 
the Date notifications.  GOTS has a strong volunteer 
team of 12-15 women who make these special Sundays 
possible! If you have any questions, comments or 
suggestions for speakers, please contact Linda Chlanda 
at 440-838-5179. 

NEED A RIDE TO CHURCH?
We are pleased to announce that we are beginning our Ride 

to Mass program at St. Basil Church. Volunteer drivers will be 

available to pick people up at home and provide transportation 

to weekend Mass on Saturday at 5:00pm and Sunday for the 

7:30am Mass. If you are interested or know of anyone in the 

parish who would like a ride to Mass, please contact Deacon 
Lou at lmprimozic@gmail.com or 216-533-0541 or call 

the parish office at 440-526-1686. Thank you!

Name______________________________________________________________________________

Street Address_________________________________________  City___________________________

Phone Number__________________________ Saturday at 5:00pm_____  OR  Sunday at 7:30am______

Return this form to the Parish Office and a driver will get in touch with you.
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“For I was hungry and you gave me 
food, I was thirsty and you gave me 

drink, a stranger and  
you welcomed me,  

naked and you clothed me,  
ill and you cared for me, 

 in prison and you visited me.’   

–Mathew 35

Sandwich 
Saturdays 

December 20  
January 24

February 21 (in FLC)
March 21, April 25

May 23
What to bring: 1-2 loaves of bread, 
peanut butter and jelly, sandwich 
bags, bag of fruit. Begins promptly at 
9 am in the Parish Center. Sandwiches 
are made in about an hour and taken 
to the Westside Catholic Center, St. 
Herman’s House of Hospitality, and 
St. Augustine Hunger Center. 

“As the family goes, so goes the nation and so goes the 
whole world in which we live.” – Pope John Paul II

Upcoming Family Matters Events
•Saturday, January 24 7-9 pm- Family Night Out (Magician Show, 

starring Rick Smith Jr. and sweet dessert!)

•Saturdays, Dec. 20, Jan. 24 at 9 am in the Parish Center-Sandwich 
Saturday (Service for the whole family)

•Sunday, Dec. 7 at the 9 am Children’s Liturgy of the Word and after 
Mass St. Nicholas Feast Day Celebration (Begin this Advent learning 
about the real meaning of Christmas)

Family Matters invites parents of children (pre-
school to 6th grade) to join Family Matters’ 
mission to build strong Catholic families 
through social, spiritual and service oriented 
programming and activities.

Please consider lending your time and talents to our Family Matters Ministry. 
Contact Robin Youngs at 526-1686 in the Parish office for more information 
how you can get involved! 

Trunk or Treat Fall Festival games

The World Meeting of Families takes 
place September 22-27, 2015, in 
Philadelphia, PA, and has as its theme 
“Love is Our Mission: The Family 
fully alive.”  Pope Francis plans to visit. 
For more information of go to www.
worldmeeting2015.org or call Robin 
Youngs at 440-526-1686.

Begin the New Year  
with a New Purpose!
40 Days to a Healthier Life Style, sponsored 
by the St. Basil Wellness Committee, will be 
facilitated by Colleen McArtor, nutritionist 
and wellness coach, and Joe Koeberle. The 
program will be offered Wednesdays, from 
January 14th though February 18th from 7:00-
8:30 pm, in the Family Life Center meeting 

room. The program follows the "Daniel Plan" written by Rich Warner, D. 
Min., and Daniel Amen, M.D., which is a healthy lifestyle program founded 
on biblical principles and focused on The Essentials: Faith, Food, Fitness, 
Focus and Friends. To learn more, call Colleen McArtor at 440-552-6540.
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WWW.STMICHAELSCHOOLINFO.COM

ST. BASIL CAMPUS OF ST. MICHAEL SCHOOL • PRESCHOOL, JR. K, KINDERGARTEN, 1ST GRADE

interested in a Faith-filled, catholic school

to start your child on the right path?

• Preschool (3 & 4 year old program) 
• Jr. Kindergarten (young 5’s) 

• Full Day Kindergarten & 1st Grade
• Christ-Centered Environment

• Arts & Music Programs
• Computer Education

• Hands-on learning in all core subjects
• Spanish Begins in Preschool

December 10, 2014
March 11, 2015

RSVP by the Friday before to 440/717-0398

CLASSROOM OBSERVATIONS  • Q/A • 
GRADE LEVEL PRESENTATIONS • 

REFRESHMENTS • CHILDREN WELCOME

walk through wednesdays - 9:30-11am

THURSDAY, JANUARY 15, 2015 • 6:30 PM 
ST. BASIL CAMPUS - PARISH CENTER 

8700 BRECKSVILLE ROAD • BRECKSVILLE1

Preschool, Jr. K, and Kindergarten 

Information Night 

April 15, 2015
May 13, 2015
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World Day of Prayer
for the Sick

Let us come together in
Prayer as a Community...

WEDNESDAY 
FEBRUARY 11, 2015
The Feast of  
Our Lady of Lourdes
7:00pm Prayer Service
St. Basil Church

The Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick will be offered by our 
priests. It is good to pray for the sick as a community. If you 
know someone who is sick and they cannot attend, please assure 
them of our prayers. The Prayer Service will be in the style of 
our “Evening Prayer Services” that we offer in Advent and Lent; 
candles, beautiful music, words of comfort, and the opportunity 
to pray in an environment that is calm and peaceful. Hope you 
can join us.

    Prayer Shawl 

  Ministry

The St. Basil Prayer Shawl Ministry has 
been in place since October of 2006. 
Many who knit and crochet have learned 
how to create special shawls while praying 
for the recipient—whomever that may 
be: the sick and homebound, the newly 
bereaved, new mothers, best friends, or 
anyone in need of prayer and comfort. 
The shawls are GIVEN –not sold –to 
anyone who requests one. Order forms 
are available in the racks in the vestibule 
or at the parish office. 

If you like to knit or crochet and would 
like to learn how to participate in this 
wonderful ministry, please call Robin 
Youngs 440-526-1686.

September 11-25, 2015
RESERVE BY DECEMBER 20, 2014

Ports of call: Barcelona, Spain; 
Cannes, France; Florence, Pisa, Rome, 
Italy; Athens and Santorini, Greece; 

Ephesus, Turkey; Amalfi Coast, Italy. 
Inside cabins: $3688/pp, Ocean view 
cabins: $3988/pp. Includes: round trip 
airfare from Cleveland, overnight stay in 
Barcelona, cruise and meals, transfers, 
taxes and gratuities.  $700 Deposit due 
at booking. $500 due January 1. Final 

payment due June 2, 2015. For more information contact Stephanie 
Ristau at 440-526-1686 or Independence Travel at 216-447-9950. Space 
is limited! Prices are based on double occupancy. *Insurance is optional at 
$229.00 per person.

Montserrat Benedictine Monastery 
in Barcelona. Attend mass here.

Join Frs. Walt and Dave  
aboard the Vision of the Seas

Adoration Schedule 
for Christmas  

and New Years
Eucharistic Adoration will be 
cancelled on Wednesday, December 
24th, Thursday, Christmas Day, 
and Friday, December 26th.  It will 
also be cancelled on Wednesday, 
December 31st, Thursday, New 
Years Day, and Friday, January 
2nd. Please remember to keep 
us informed if you can no longer 
continue to make the commitment 
for your scheduled time. 

If you are interested in scheduling a 
time, especially during the afternoon 
hours, please contact Donna at 
dprochaska@basilthegreat.org or the 
Parish Office at 440-526-1686. We 
are grateful for your participation 
and commitment to our Lord, 
present in the Blessed Sacrament.
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Thursday, December 25, 2014 
Served at 1:30 PM in the Parish Center

Please reserve ___________ seats at the St. Basil Christmas Day Dinner.

Name________________________ Name_______________________

Name________________________ Name_______________________

I /we would like to volunteer. _______ How many _________

Phone number/email _________________________________

St. Basil the Great Christmas Dinner

Everyone is welcome! Please join us with your family, friends, and neighbors for a great time and a delicious meal to share together 
on this festive day. You do not need to be a parishioner to attend. Seating is limited to 160 and is on a first-come, first-served basis. 
Reservations are required. Questions? Call 440-526-1686. Please return the form below no later than December 18 to: St. Basil 
Church, 8700 Brecksville Road, Brecksville, OH 44141.

St. Basil the Great offers adult 
members of the parish a fabulous 
opportunity. Christ Renews His 
Parish is a day and a half program 
that is designed for men and women 
to reenergize their faith commitment.

The women’s event is scheduled 
for February 14 and 15, and 
the men’s event is scheduled for 
February 21 and 22. 

Your time will be spent listening to 
inspirational talks, brainstorming 

on intriguing ideas, laughing and 
enjoying delicious food. There will 
be time for reflection and prayer. 
You will catch up with old friends 
and you will make some new 
friends.

As Catholic children, our path is laid 
out for us. We are baptized, make 
our First Confession, receive our First 
Holy Communion, are Confirmed, 
and then maybe we get married. If 
we then have children, we will guide 
them through the same experiences. 
This is a wonderful and joyous time 
for anyone who is 
lucky enough to live 
it. After all of this we 
can sometimes feel 
a bit disconnected, 
or we can find 
ourselves searching 
for something more. 
Christ Renews His 
Parish offers us a 

chance to experience our faith in a 
new way.

The program is sponsored by 
men and women of our parish for 
the men and women of parish. 
You are guaranteed an experience 
like no other. Space is limited so 
register today! You can learn more 
about CRHP and register on the 
parish web site. Just click on Christ 
Renews His Parish on the St. Basil 
home page. Look for our video on 
You Tube or on the parish web site.



St. Basil News is published quarterly. We welcome you to author an article on a topic of general interest to our parish community. You may submit your article 
at the parish office (attn: newsletter). The deadline for the next issue is February 1, 2015. Newsletter Staff: Fr. Walt Jenne, Cheryl Kosek, Julie Oberlander

Communion for the 
Homebound

If you or a friend 
or loved one are 
homebound and  

would like to receive  
Holy Communion, 

please call the  
Parish Office at  
440-526-1686.

Christmas 
Mass Schedule

Christmas Eve Masses
Wednesday, December 24
4:00pm in the Church
4:00pm in the Family Life Center Gym
6:00pm in the Church
12:00 Midnight in the Church

Christmas Day Masses 
Wednesday, December 25
All Masses are in the Church
8:00am, 10:00 am, 12 Noon 

In addition to St. Basil’s parking:
You may park at the Westfield Bank. You may park at the Ganley 
Professional Center parking lot just south of the church and walk 
up the hill. There are no sidewalks on this side of Route 21. Please 
do not park on the lawns on Winding Way or block driveways. 
The Brecksville Police will be assisting parishioners with parking.

Mary, Mother of God –  
Holy Day Thursday, January 1, 2015

Wednesday, December 31 at 5:00pm
Thursday, January 1 at 8:00am, 10:00am and 12 Noon

Feast of the  
 Immaculate 
   Conception
Holy Day of Obligation
Monday, December 8th

Masses at 7:00am, 
9:00am, 12 Noon and 

7:00pm.


