
Dear Parish Family,
When I was young my parents would speak 
about how quickly time passed. I did not 
get it. It seemed I was always waiting for 
something and it never came “quickly.” Be 
it my birthday (so I could drive), Christmas 
and Christmas vacations, summer etc. etc. 
it really seemed slow in arriving. Now that I 
am older, I finally get it.

Ready or not, Ash Wednesday is February 13 
and Lent begins. I want to encourage you to 
make this Lent a Lent to remember. Our Holy 
Father, Pope Benedict XVI, has declared this 
to be “The Year of Faith.” In his apostolic 
letter calling for the Year of Faith, he states, 
“Ever since the start of my ministry as 
Successor of Peter, I have spoken of the 
need to rediscover the Journey of Faith so 

as to shed ever clearer light on the joy and 
renewed enthusiasm of the encounter with 
Christ.” Pope Benedict challenges all people 
of Faith to enter into this Year of Faith by 
truly living and deepening our relationship 
with Jesus.

This is an awesome challenge for Lent; 
to grow and deepen our relationship with 
Jesus. The Ash Wednesday formula as we 
receive the ashes on our foreheads says it 
all: “Turn away from sin and be faithful to 
the Gospel.” To be faithful to the Gospel is to 
be faithful to Jesus. We do this by observing 
the traditional Lenten practices of prayer, 
fasting and almsgiving.

As a parish we continue to encourage all 
parishioners to pick up at the parish office 
a copy of the book, Rediscover Catholicism, 
by Matthew Kelly for personal readingsand 
reflection. The book provides a very practical 
presentation of our Catholic Faith with an 
emphasis of allowing our faith to help us 
become “the best versions of ourselves.” It 
is a simply wonderful book that is insightful 
and inspiring. Please read it, I do believe 
you will find the message very practical and 
applicable to your daily life.

Another opportunity for deepening our 
relationship with Jesus is the Parish Retreat 
or Mission which will take place beginning 
on Sunday, February 17 and continue on 

Monday, February 18th and Tuesday, the 
19th at 7 p.m. in the Church. Fr Friedl will 
be the retreat Director. The theme will be
"What we are is God’s gift to us. What we 

become is our gift to God."

Also, I encourage you and your family to join 
us for our 7 p.m. Monday evening Lenten 
Prayer Services. You will find them prayerful 
and uplifting. Join us for the Stations of the 
Cross on Friday mornings after the 9 am 
Mass or on Friday evenings at 7 p.m. Here 
we enter into the passion, suffering and 
death of Jesus. Our teens will again provide 
us an amazing presentation of the Living 
Stations on Good Friday at 7 p.m. in the 
Church. Come early.

Finally, I ask you to mark your calendars now 
to be with us for the Sacred Triduum, Holy 
Thursday, Good Friday and the Great Easter Vigil 
on Holy Saturday. This is the most sacred time 
of the year when we relive the great events of 
our Catholic Faith and renew our commitment 
to live as faithful disciples of Jesus.

I assure you of our daily prayers and 
remembrance at each Mass we celebrate 
during Lent on Easter Sunday and each and 
every day of the year.

In His Love,

St. Basil the Great SPRING 2013

8700 Brecksville Road, Brecksville, OH 44141www.basilthegreat.org 440-526-1686
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Lent 2013: Parish Retreat
Led by Fr. James Friedel, OSA

The beginning of Lent this year will be a very special time for our parish because we will begin 
this sacred season with a three day retreat let by Fr. James Friedel, an Augustinian priest from 
the Archdiocese of Chicago. Fr. Friedel served as a pastor and associate pastor for thirteen 
years. He worked within the Chicago Office for Marriage and Family Life, was the director of 
Marriage Encounter for several years, as well as being involved in the ministry to the divorced. 
He has been conducting parish missions and retreats since 1990 and has a Doctorate in 
Ministry.

Many of you will remember Fr. Friedel from out last parish retreat in 2010. The theme for that 
year was “Becoming Aware of God’s Presence in our Lives,” and the response we received 
from parishioners was very positive. So we invited Fr. Friedel to return this year. This follow 
up program will be based on the theme of “Celebrating God’s Gifts.” The focus will be on 
deepening our appreciation of God’s love for us, most dramatically revealed in the life-death-
resurrection of Jesus, as well as our gift of self in response to that love. What we are is God’s 
gift to us. What we become is our gift to God. 

The schedule for the Retreat evenings is the following:

Sunday, 2/17
  Evening Prayer – 7:00 pm
  “The Gift of God’s Love for Us”

Monday, 2/18
  Parish Dinner – 6:00 pm (parish center)
  Evening Prayer – 7:00 pm
  “The Gift of Forgiveness”

Tuesday, 2/19
  Mass – 7:00 pm
  “The Gift of Eucharist”
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What is it? “Tenebrae” is Latin for “shadows,” so this is a service of 
shadows. In this service there is increasing darkness to dramatize the 
rising sadness of Holy Week.  It starts out with the church in candlelight. 
The purpose of the service is to recreate the betrayal, abandonment, and 
agony of the events of Holy Week, and it is left unfinished, because the 
story isn’t over until Easter Day. Join us for beautiful music sung by an 
ensemble of singers accompanied by a small orchestra of instruments.

Lenten 
      Evening Prayer

Offered the following Mondays in Lent here at St. Basil:

March 4, 11, and 18
at 7:00 PM in the Church

Join us these Mondays as we reflect on our relationship  
with God during these days of our Lenten Journey.  

Please join us for 45 minutes of contemplative music,  
scripture, and prayer in candlelight. 

Wednesday, March 27th
8:00 pm in the Church

During the Year of Faith, the 
parish will provide a number 
of opportunities for all of us to 
deepen our personal relationship 
with Jesus. Christ Renews His 
Parish is an awesome weekend 
experience that has touched and 
changed the spiritual lives of 
many parishioners. 

The Women’s Renewal will be 
held the weekend of February 16-
17 and the Men’s Renewal will be 
held on the weekend of February 
23-24. You can register for the 
Renewal online at basilthegreat.
org or by completing a registration 
form available in the church 
vestibules or parish office.
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LENT 2013
During “The Year of Faith” we are all encouraged to seek out the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation as a real opportunity for grace and spiritual growth on the journey. 
We have planned many opportunities for individual reconciliation, confession during 
the season of Lent. In addition, all of the opportunities for confession are listed in 
the newsletter and will be in the Sunday Bulletin. Bishop Lennon has asked that all 
parishes in the Diocese of Cleveland set aside Wednesday evening, February 20th, 
from 5-8pm as a special opportunity for reconciliation. Fr. Dave, Fr. Kevin and I will 
be available in Church during that time and longer if needed, for confessions.

Communal Reconciliation at 7pm:
•Monday, March 18 at St. Michael’s in Independence

•Tuesday, March 19 at Assumption in Broadview Hts.

•Wednesday, March 20 at St. Basil the Great

•Thursday, March 21 at St. Mathias, Parma

Diocesan-Wide Reconciliation:
•Wednesday, February 20 from 5-8 pm. Prayer service at 5pm 
and individual confessions afterwards.

Individual Reconciliation at St. Basil:
•Wednesdays, February 27 and March 6 from 6:00 – 7:00 pm 
•Wednesday, March 20 from 7:30 – 8:45 pm  
Saturdays, 3:30-4:30 pm except: 
•March 23, 10-11 am and 3-4:30 pm

The forgiveness of our sins 
is a graced moment in our 
spiritual journey. During the 
Rite of Penance after we 
have confessed our sins, 
received guidance and a 
penance from the priest 
we receive a blessing and 
absolution. In that blessing 
we are reminded that our 
sins are forgiven through 

the suffering, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
We are reminded of how much God loves us and we are 
challenged to do our best to avoid sin and live in God’s 
love.  

There are many opportunities for you to celebrate this 
wonderful Sacrament of Penance throughout the year. You 
are most welcome to participate in this one day diocesan 
wide celebration of the Sacrament of Penance on February 
20, 2013 from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. in every Roman Catholic 
Church in the Diocese of Cleveland, including St. Basil’s. 
We encourage you to consider inviting a family member 
or friend who has been away from the church, or hasn’t 
taken advantage of this great sacrament of healing and 
forgiveness in a long time, to join you as well.

We are grateful to the Holy Father for calling us to this Year 
of Faith with a focus on reconciliation. We are grateful to 
Jesus Christ for instituting a powerful yet gentle remedy for 
our sins. May God the Father of Mercies grant us pardon 
and peace and may we be absolved from our sins and 
strive to remain faithful to the Gospel.

Read more: 

www.dioceseofcleveland.org/yearoffaith 

Powerful, yet gentle
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Stations of the Cross
Friday mornings after the 9:00 am Mass in 
Lent and at 7 pm in Church:
February 15, February 22, March 1, March 8, 
March 15

Children’s  
Stations of the Cross  
and Lenten Supper
Friday, March 22. A simple soup supper 
(including macaroni and cheese) will be served 
at 6:00 pm in the Parish Center; Stations of 
the Cross will begin at 7 pm in the Church. If 
you will be joining us for dinner please fill out 
reservation form and return to Parish office or 
go online at basilthegreat.org and look for the 
Family Matters tab by March 11.

Living Stations by  
Life Teen 
Good Friday, March 29 at 7 pm. 
(doors locked until 6:30 pm)

Communion for the 
  Homebound
If you or a friend or loved one is 
homebound and would like to 
receive Holy Communion for Easter, 
please call the parish office at 440-
526-1686 to make arrangements.

Ash Wednesday Masses
Wednesday, February 13
7:00 am, 9:00 am,12 Noon and 7:00 pm.
(There will be no Adoration on Ash Wednesday).

Palm Sunday
March 23 and 24
Saturday 5 pm
Sunday 7:30, 9, 10:30 am, Noon and 5:30 pm

Holy Thursday
March 28
Morning Prayer, 8 am
Confessions, 3-5 pm
Mass of the Lord’s Supper, 7 pm
Chaplet of Divine Mercy and Reposition, 11 pm

Good Friday
March 29
Morning Prayer 8 am
Confessions 11 am – 1 pm
Good Friday Liturgy, 3 pm

Holy Saturday
March 30
Morning Prayer, 8 am
Blessing of Easter Baskets, 1 pm
Easter Vigil Mass, 9 pm

Easter Sunday
March 31
7:30 am (Church)
9 am (Church and Parish Center)
10:30 am (Church and Parish Center)
12 Noon (Church)
There is no 5:30 pm on Easter Sunday.

Additional parking for the  
Easter Masses available at  
Westfield Bank and the  
Gateway Title Building.

Lent and Holy Week 2013
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We have now been serving in The Honduras Community 
of San Francisco de la Paz for 12 years. The city is San 
Francisco de la Paz, the parish is San Francisco de Asis 
(St. Francis Assissi) and the parish serves some 60 aldeas 
(villages) in about a 30 square mile territory.

At this time, our primary focus is on providing safe 
drinking water in the villages. We now have installed 
water purification systems in 14 villages. We install one 
or two systems on each mission trip. We are working 
toward making the systems self sustaining in terms of 
each village purchasing the needed filters every three to 
four months. We provide the small house for the water 
system and all the plumbing material and holding tanks 
and we provide the filters for the first year. The Village 
Water Committee collects money from each family 
(about fifty cents a month) utilizing the water and then 
they are able to purchase the needed filters.

The cost of a water system, house and supplies is 
approximately $1,800.00 U.S.  Most of the systems have 
been donated by St. Basil parishioners. We recognize the 

donation with a plaque on each water house with the 
name of the donating family and an image of the stained 
glass window in the back of our Church.

We also continue to construct small chapels in some 
villages at the request of the Pastor, Fr. Tito. Two years 
ago we adopted an orphanage in Juticalpa and we serve at 
the orphanage on each trip repairing the plumbing in the 
sinks, showers and toilets and just playing with the 30 
children who reside there. The orphanage is under the 
direction of Franciscan Sisters who do a marvelous job in 
caring for the children.

If you would be interested in more information about the 
mission, we do have information packets in the Parish 
Office. You can also go online to www.basilthegreat.org/
honduras/. Our next Honduras information night will 
take place on Wednesday, April 10 at 7:00 p.m. in the 
Family Life Center meeting room.

Mission trip dates for 2013 have not yet been set, but trips 
will be scheduled in the summer, late October into early 
November and in January. We also hope to have a medical 
mission trip in the Spring.

Children from the village of La Avispa at the site of the 
New Chapel.

Chapel built in La Avispa in November, 2012. Steps to 
chapel were built in January, 2013.

Hogar del Nino Orphanage in Juticalpa. Expansion of 
children’s dining area in January, 2013.
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We’re celebrating

Fr. Walt’s 70th Birthday
and the Success of our Honduras Mission!

Saturday, March 16 
from 6-10 pm in the Family Life Center

Join us for Fr. Walt’s favorites: pizza, hamburgers and a nacho bar.

Fr. Walt has requested that in lieu of gifts please make a donation to the St. Basil 

Honduras Mission. (checks payable to St. Basil Honduras Mission)

There will also be a Silent Auction, 50/50 drawing, and side boards. For 
the silent auction please consider donating items for each of the theme 
baskets or money to purchase items for Auction baskets. (For example, 
Browns/Indians tickets or sports apparel for the sports basket). Items 
or cash can be dropped off at the parish office by March 11. If you have 
a vacation rental that you would like to donate call Robin Youngs at 
526-1686. Basket themes will include: Sports, Beauty/Spa, Wine, Kids, 
Restaurants/Theater tickets, Food, or if you have a basket you would like 
to donate please call Robin Youngs. 

Your Lenten Almsgiving makes a real difference 
for our Honduras Mission. The coins that you 
collect and donate during Lent support the 
Mission in any number of ways, but primarily help 
support the water purification systems our team 
members install in the villages. A water system 
costs approximately $1,800.00. This includes 
a small house with a roof, doors and windows. 
The house is constructed by the villages. All the 
materials for the water system, including two 
tanks, casings and filters as well as plumbing 
supplies we provide for each system.

We are working very hard with all the villages to make the systems self 
sustaining. The Village Water Committees collect a monthly fee from 
the families so they can pay for the replacement filters. This amounts to 
about $.50 to $1.00 per month per family depending on the size of the 
village and the number of families. We provide all the materials for the 
first year of operation and then the Village Water Committee purchases 
the filters from us at our cost.

The people have been very receptive to the water systems which 
remove all the impurities and bacteria in the water. Our doctors and 
nurses have noticed a significant improvement in the health of the 
people where the systems are operational.

Every time I travel to San Francisco de la Paz and to the villages and 
I experience the poverty, I cannot help but wonder as to why I have 
been so blessed by God. I am sure the monthly salary of many of the 
people does not exceed my monthly cell phone bill. Yet, the people 
who have so little are happy with what they have. The children literally 
“steal your heart.” They don’t have much but are always smiling and 
welcoming. The people are very proud of their villages and so grateful 
for our assistance.

It is just an awesome experience and the good people of St. Basil the 
Great and their prayers and support make it all possible. Your Lenten 
Almsgiving, your coins, is greatly appreciated. Please bring your coins 
to the parish office on the weekend of March 23-24; the office will be 
open from 8am-7pm to receive your coins.

Honduras Almsgiving
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Anthony Luciano
Laura Jean Grgat

Robert Kuk
Joyce Montforton

Marcia Jaszczak
Ben J. Gambitta

Norbert Zaleski
Irene Noskowski

Anthony Scopilliti
Kathryn Eging

Olga “MiCkey” Vodrazka
Joan Began
Edna Saksa

Patricia Zenobi
Loretta Franko

Victor Jaros
Frances Butler

Leonard Horning, Sr.
Violet Horning

John P. Henderson

Josephine Previte
Peter J. Yamsek
John L. Alesci
Clement Cody

Ralph DeMatteo
Dominick Previte

Janet Whitney
Julia Breining

Carl C. Lewis
Helen Kuznik

Sylvia Costanzo
Douglas Hamann
Sophie E. Benedick

Gabe Magyar
Bernice Novak

Marcella Kollin
Evelyn Sternad

Guy Gennett
Jacqueline Dross

Anne Cresho

Mitchell Marzec
Sara Kline

Jacquelyn Kaufman
Beatrice Mack

Joseph Sanfilippo
Suzanne McNamara

Alyssa Brooke Adkins 
John “Jack” Paukovits

Antonio Damelio
Florence Wenturine

Edward Pratnicki
Margaret Diedrich

Lynda Janovsky
Joseph DUale

Helen Cial
Helen LaLewicz
Edward Morris
Adele Simmons

Anointing of the Sick Mass
SUNDAY, APRIL 14 AT 2:00 PM

What are the reasons for the communal Anointing of the Sick?
• Christ, his Apostles and the Church used sacred anointing as healing signs for the body, 

soul, mental and physical ailments.

• The Sacrament of Anointing should be given in time of need and not only at the time of 
imminent death.

• The Sacrament honors both the physical and spiritual healing presence of Christ.

• Cures in the form of strengthening, peace, and courage to overcome the difficulties that go 
with serious illness or the frailty of old age.

• We, your Parish family, care about you. We desire for you to know wholeness.

Who may be anointed?
Anyone who is hurting emotionally, physically or spiritually can and should be anointed. In 
addition, those who are preparing for surgery can and should be anointed. In short, anyone 
who desires the prayer of the Church on behalf of their health should receive the Sacrament.

General Instructions:
• We ask that you kindly encourage/assist those who need to receive the Sacrament of the Anointing to join us at this Mass specifically for 

the anointing of the sick.

• Chairs will be reserved in the front of the church (on Mary’s side) for those with special needs who wish to be anointed. There will be ample 
space to accommodate wheel chairs.

• We encourage you to use the Southwest (canopied) entrance to the church. An automatic door is also located at this entrance for your 
convenience. If you need further information, call Robin Youngs at 526-1686 or ryoungs@basilthegreat.org.

Rest in Peace – Deceased Members of the Parish
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By: Rose Jancsy,  
Social Concerns Commission

A little boy from St. Basil the Great 
understands the true spirit of 
Christmas. I was decorating the Giving 
Tree and he came up to me to choose 
a tag for the gift he and his mom would 
purchase. He indicated that it had to 
be special, just the right one. After 
much deliberation, he selected his tag 
then proceeded to help me decorate 
the tree. What struck me most about 
the tags we were hanging was just 
how basic most of the items were; 
things like underwear, socks, hoodies, 
and diapers. He explained to me the 
reason we needed to buy these gifts. 
“This is really important,” he said. “We 
buy the things on these tags and give 
them to people who wouldn’t get any 
presents if we didn’t help them.” The 
little boy was about 5 years old. 

You, the generous parishioners of St. 
Basil, filled approximately 650 gift tag 
requests this year. Your gifts brought 
comfort and joy:

Jim, the outreach worker for Metanoia 

cannot keep enough socks or boots 
in his car to meet the needs of all the 
homeless people he visits under the 
bridges and on the streets of Cleveland. 
Homeless people often walk all day to 
stay warm and find temporary refuge 
in public places. They are cold and 
their feet literally freeze. Bearing gifts 
from the St. Basil Giving Tree and St. 
Vincent de Paul Society, Jim distributes 
coats, hats, gloves, socks, and boots, 
providing some warmth and making 
walking less painful. One man needed 
work boots for a job he was offered. 
Because of your gifts, Jim had those 
boots to give to him. 

Womankind provides hope and care 
to women and families in emotional, 
financial, and medical need in the 
Greater Cleveland area. They were 
getting low on supplies when we 
made our delivery to them. They 
were overcome with gratitude that we 
were helping to fill their shelves with 
much needed diapers and formula.  

Maggie’s Place helps expectant 
mothers who are alone or living on the 
streets. One woman was so excited to 
get the cast iron skillet she requested 
and another thankful for shoes for 
her child. Each woman residing at 
Maggie’s Place asked for one gift of 
her choice and you provided all of 
them. 

The men of Y-Haven are trying hard to 
get their lives back on track. Receiving 
a gift of a new hoodie or jacket keeps 
them warm on a cold winter’s night 
and lifts their spirits. They dare to 
hope—there are people who care 
about them. 

The Kidney Foundation provides direct 
support to patients to assist them 
through the devastation of kidney 
disease. They were so grateful for your 
generous donation of gift cards.

You touched the lives of so many 
people this Christmas, “people who 
wouldn’t get any presents if we didn’t 
help them.”

Thank you!

Please inform the parish office with names of parishioners to be 
added to the prayer list. We do have a special prayer service for 
those who are ill at 7am each Wednesday morning in Church. Please 
join us to pray for the sick. If you or a loved one are homebound 
and would like to receive Holy Communion, please call the parish 
office at 440-526-1686.

St. Basil Prayer List for the Sick

Tidings of Comfort and Joy

Maggie's Place

Metanoia guests and volunteers praying 
together at the hospitality center. 

Womankind Staff
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New Parishioner 
Dinner

Have you registered as a new 
parishioner in the last two years 
and have not been able to attend a 
new parishioner welcome dinner? 
If so, please feel free to attend on 
Friday night, April 19th in the Family 
Life Center at 6:30 pm. Enjoy an 
opportunity to meet the staff and 
other new parishioners. There is no 
planned program for the evening. We 
will simply sit down as a parish family 
and enjoy a meal together and one 
another’s company.

Please respond by emailing
Phyllis Damico at  

pdamico@basilthegreat.org.
Please give your name, phone number 

and number of family members 
attending. 

St. Basil’s  
Automated Giving  

Program
If you are interested in 

giving electronically, please 
go to the St. Basil website 
at www.basilthegreat.org  

and click on the  

Automated Giving button
for more information. You 
just might find this method 
of giving more convenient.

Laura Niedenthal
Robert & Karen Dunn and Family

Jerald & Sandra Thompson
Craig & Rochelle Metzler

Bill & Joelle Lucarell
Joanna Tosinski and Family

Martin & Rebecca Cinadr and Son
Thomas & Carrie McCarthy and Family

Patricia Dawson
Joseph & Judith Karpowicz and Family

Gary & Carolyn Prince
Elaine Tso and Daughter

Michael & Kate Allard
Elliott & Kimberly Kennedy and Family

Margaret Yerrace
Mark & Lisa Krasunic

Shayne & Erin Thompson and Family
Mark & Jessica Modic

Marc & Sara Oravecz and Family
David Pumphrey & Lenora Sienkiewicz

Sharon Melcik and Family
John Kern

Richard & Nicole Rosselot and Family
Adam & Michelle Koelliker and Family

Patrick Fleming
Dawn Ferko

Anthony & Florence Rose
Kyle & Kathryn Seibenick

Randy & Katie Becker 
Chuck & Karen McPherson and Family
Christopher Weber & Rachel Martenet

Francis & Mary Boehnlein
Andrew & Marisa Patterson and Family

Dawo Rogers
Anthony & Lindsey Magnelli

Michael & Jessica Serra and Son
Nancy Hach
Sharon Hach

Felix & Pilar Martin
Eric & Kristin Boose and Family

Corey & Margaret Sievers and Son
Richard Joyce and Son

Pamela Smolinski and Son
Salvatore & Erin Caruso and Family

Timothy & Jami Aquino and Son
John & Laurene Zorn

Bill & Mary Jo Demopoulos
Michael & Christine Adryan

Matthew Arko
Wayne & Sharon Rolen

Damian & Amber Schaeffer
Skip Stefanek

Donald & Kathleen Kuse
Jacob & Teresa Roope and Daughter
Alex & Ashley Stanford  and Daughter

Nicholas & Megan DiGiorgio and Daughter
Matthew Stasek

Max & Angela Salviejo and Family
Laura Nester

Todd & Amy Kooser
Cassie Vinson

Dale & Audrey Sookoo
Clayton & Donna Thoreson

Brian & Karen Walker
Adam & Joanne Cotton
John & Melanie Farrell

Sharon Vairetta
Peter & Rebecca Sekret and Family

Paul & Brianne Caruso
Richard & Elizabeth Rowan and Family

Frank Rini
Jennifer Rega

Kieran & Marianne Repko 
Robert Pasal

Kaelynn Kusinko and Daughter
Kevin Ivers & Emily Wallace

Welcome!
NEW PARISHIONERS TO ST. BASIL THE GREAT
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BREAKFAST WITH THE 
EASTER BUNNY

Sunday, March 24
in the Family Life Center immediately following  

the 10:30am Mass
$5.00 per family to cover cost of food and entertainment. Continental 
Breakfast-muffins, bagels, fruit, juice and coffee. The Easter Story 
will be told in a child friendly manner with interesting props to help tell 
the story of Jesus’ resurrection. 

Face Painting!  Balloon Twister!
We will also make Easter Baskets for the 
homeless. Each family is asked to bring a basket 
and a few fillers (candy, color books, stickers, 
games, etc…) to share. The Easter baskets 
will be taken to Fr. Brown’s Parish and local 
shelters. Be sure to bring a camera for pictures 
with the Bunny! Please return reservation and 
payment form by Monday, March 18 or sign up 
online (pay at door) at www.basilthegreat.org – 
look for the Family Matters tab.

Name___________________________________

Email___________________________________

Number of adults________________________

Number of children______________________

St. Basil Mom and Tot Group
•Do you want to connect with families 

who attend St. Basil and who share 
your Catholic faith? 

•Are you new to St. Basil? 

•Are you a new mom?

•Do you have a newborn or child up 
to 5 yrs. old?

This group is for moms who want to 
have an hour or so of play time for 
their kids and share in the prayerful 
support of other moms. Join us 
typically on the last Wednesday of 
the month in the Family Life Center 
at 9:30 am.

Children’s Stations of the Cross and Lenten Supper
Friday, March 22. A simple soup supper (including macaroni and cheese) will be 
served at 6:00 pm in the Parish Center; Stations of the Cross will begin at 7 pm 
in the Church. If you will be joining us for dinner please fill out reservation form 
below and return to Parish office or go online at basilthegreat.org and look for 
the Family Matters tab (by March 11).

Name_________________________________________________________________________________

Email_________________________________________________________________________________

Number of adults_______________________________________________________________________

Number of children (10 and under)____________ ______ yes, my child would like to participate
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A Note from 

Sr. Judith
A number of  
parishioners have 

been curious and a bit confused 
about the celebration of  my perpetual 
profession that was held here on 
November 17. Those who were not able 
to attend did not hear my explanation 
that night, and wondered why I had not 
made my vows sooner in life. So in case 
you were wondering about this, here is 
the answer. I first entered my Franciscan 
congregation in 1968. After being a 
postulant and a novice for one year each, 
I made what is known as Temporary 
Vows for three years. I made final vows 
in 1976, went on to receive a Master’s 
degree in Theology and worked in parish 
ministry for over six years. After some 
time, I decided to leave the community, 
receiving a dispensation from my vows 
from the Vatican. I then went on to work 
my way through graduate school and 
completed a Master’s degree in Social 
Work. For many years, I worked as a 
therapist for adults who were recovering 
from emotionally traumatic experiences. 
After much reflection and prayer, I felt a 
call to return to religious life and through 
dialogue with my former religious 
community members, they confirmed 
this and invited me to return. I then 
participated in the life of  the community 
for three years before making Temporary 
Vows once again. And then this past 
year, was encouraged to make a life-long 
commitment once again.  I definitely need 
the continued prayer of  parishioners 
here at St. Basil the Great so that I can 
remain true to this commitment.  Thank 
you all for the interest and support that 
you have shown me.  I extend to you the 
wish that St. Francis extended to all—
Peace and All Good to You!

Luke James Latek

Connor Andrew Kucharski

Martin August Cinadr

Emily Vaughn Lazo

Charlotte Ann DiGeronimo

Celine Mary Leshikar

Joseph James Pasterkiewicz

Ethan Christopher Starcher

Penny Maurine Barnhart

Bennett Thomas Anderson

Nolan Thomas Sternad

Emmett Vincent Chernick

Ayden Zane Lazear

Benjamin Robert VanCure

Ella Therese Lupson

Benjamin Edward Coolick

Julia Jane Hendricks

Oliver John Gambrill

Amanda Marie Daglow

Channing John Koelliker

Julian Vincent Aquino

Maliya Rae Moss

Joshua Joseph Thrane

Ella June Antonios

Avery Lee Contrera

Lucy Reese Laggan

Hadley Marin Urdzik

Carter James Ward

Lucy Jean Dome

Timothy Joseph Ianni

Nevaeh Marie Pozek

Vivienne Marie Boose

Anthony Reid Ross

Daniel James Keelor

Clare Therese Magovich

Emery Michael Buczynski

Nickolas Smolinski Joyce

Anthony Edward Boulware

Adriana Natalia Gajdosik

Jackson Charles Ponikvar

Aubriana Lynn Stanford

Audriana Mary Manocchio

Erin Kathryn Leneghan

James Casimir McDowell

Nathan Andrew Pesut

Austin Christopher Allard

Avery Kaylin Tompot

Malcolm Daniel Savage

Lillian Virginia DiGiorgio

Lily Ann Maher

Hadley Margaret Dimitris

Madelyn Emma Knizner

Maxx Bradley DeGrandis

Evany Marie Davis

Christian Joseph Burns

Newly Baptized
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Kevin Leigh, CYO Cross Country 
Invitational Race Director, asked for a 
moment of silence in remembrance of 
the 9/11 victims and the recent American 
casualties at the Libyan Embassy. About 
halfway between the starting line and 
the spectators, seven St. Basil runners 
stood at attention holding the American 
Flag. While the jitters and anxiety grew in 
the runners standing at the starting line, 
the American Flag stood boldly against 
the bright blue sky.  It was perfect time 
to pause for a moment, remember our 
blessings, mourn our losses, and reflect 
on the freedoms we enjoy.

Cross Country is a great sport because 
everyone competes and everyone is 
constantly trying to improve. Father 
Kevin talked with the St. Basil team 
before the races. A little spiritual help is 
always invaluable before a race. 

The Girls Intermediate runners were at 
the line for the first race. This was the 
third St. Basil’s CYO Cross Country 
Invitational, and the day could hardly 
have been better for racing.  Cool, partly 
cloudy, very little wind and no rain in 
sight. But, for the second year in a row 
the race was being run on a modified 
course because the week before it did 
rain. The Brecksville Broadview Heights 
Bruce Lerch Cross Country Invitational 
hosted 25 regional teams and almost 
1700 runners a week before the CYO 

race in a continuous rain, turning the 
course into mud and making most of 
the trails impassible. 

Coach Brad Polman, working with some 
of the parents and volunteers, managed 
to repair some of the course and drew 
up a revised course. Coach Polman 
commented, “Although some people 
thought our course was not in very 
good condition, many of our runners ran 
their best performance of the season. I 
measured the courses, and I know they 
started out being within a few meters of 
being precisely 1.5 and 2.0 miles.”  

Kevin Leigh kept the event moving with 
the Boys Intermediate, Girls Cadet and 
Boys Cadet races staying very close 
to schedule.  St. Basil’s team turned 
in some tremendous performances 
this weekend. The St. Basil course 
is recognized as probably one of the 
toughest courses when it is dry. Under 
these conditions with the extra mud, 
most people would not expect record-
breaking performances. The St. Basil 
runners train on this course and as 
Coach Polman stated, “I always ran 
my best race on my home course that I 
practiced on the most, and that seems 
to hold true for many of our runners. 
We had Joshua Sobecks, Aidan Smith, 
and Thomas Dollard run their best time 
of the season by over 1 minute. We 
had Sara Caniglia and Logan Feeney 
come within just a few seconds of a 1 
full minute improvement.  We saw both 
Mathew Pitzer and Rory Dzina jump up 
to 2nd for the team. “ 

The 3rd St. Basil’s CYO Cross Country 
Invitational is now behind us. I want to 
thank all of you for making this a success. 
Without having people to mark the course, 
direct the traffic, direct the runners, help 
manage the runners before the races, and 
clean up the course afterwards, we would 
not be able to host this race. 

As I told all the runners at practice this 
evening, you might have a much better 
race inside of you just waiting to happen.

-Coach Polman

THE FOLLOWiNG RuNNERS HAD 
THEiR BEST OvERALL RANkiNG:

Lauren Taras
Matthew Pitzer

kyle Hahn
Thomas Dollard
Andrew Eicher

Anthony Marchetta
Emily Skoczen

Rory Dzina
Ava Correnti

Joshua Sobecks
Johnny Allen-Mcintyre

Aidan Smith
Anna Mehendale

Sara Caniglia

THE FOLLOWiNG RuNNERS RAN 
THEiR FASTEST TiME OF THE yEAR:

Emily Skoczen
Andrew Eicher
Matthew Pitzer
Rachel Jacob

Anthony Marchetta
Rory Dzina

Anna Mehendale
Sara Caniglia
Logan Feeney

Joshua Sobecks
Aidan Smith

Thomas Dollard
 

THE FOLLOWiNG RuNNERS  
PLACED iN THE TOP 10:
Emily Skoczen 5th place
Logan Feeney 8th place

St. Basil’s CYO  
Cross Country Invitational

September 15, 2012
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St. Michael's 
School Update
St. Basil Campus

Dear Friends of  
St. Basil the Great Parish,
Happy New Year! It is hard to believe 
that we have reached midpoint in 
our school year! The year is flying by 
with so many exciting classes and 
events happening daily. Our students 
are experiencing so many different 
activities that are helping them to grow 
academically, socially, emotionally, and 
most of all, spiritually. 

Art: This winter St. Michael participated in 
the Cleveland Institute of Art’s Scholastic 
Art & Writing Awards Competition. This 
show is a regional show featuring works 
of Art & Writing in grades 7 to 12. We are 
pleased to announce that the following 
students won awards:

Gold key Winner, Elizabeth Walcutt 
Grade 8, featuring a Sculpture piece

Honorable Mention, Halle krisinski 
Grade 8, featuring a Sculpture piece.

Music: The Christmas concert "Advent 
Lessons and Christmas Carols" was 
a HUGE success! The students in the 
2, 4, 6 and 8 grades performed and 
sang familiar Christmas carols as well 
as some Contemporary Christmas 
songs.  The 8th graders also played 
tone chimes, and it sounded angelic!  
We are now in the beginning stage of 
preparing the Spring Concert, in which 

the 1, 3, 5 and 7th graders 
will participate.  I am looking 
forward to that concert.  
Thank you to parents for 
their cooperation. It was a 
beautiful concert!

Physical Education: Looking 
ahead in February, students 
will be participating in the 
Jump Rope For Heart 
Campaign sponsored 
by the American Heart 
Association. A big thank you to all the 
support from the families of St. Basil 
and St. Michael's.

Computers: Mrs. Merk is happy 
to report that her students at St. 
Michael School are hard at work using 
technology to enhance their learning. 
Kindergarten through eighth grade 
students are using various multi-media 
applications to present their reports 
through slideshows in KidPix® and 
presentations in PowerPoint®.  These 
technology skills are such a great tool 
to use when making oral presentations. 
They help keep students focused and 
help them practice speaking in front of 
a group to convey information.

Builders Club: Students from St. Basil 
and St. Michael School collected 250 
toys for the Toys For Tots Campaign. 
The Builders club members had the 
opportunity to work in the local marines' 
warehouse counting and sorting toys. 
Members had a wonderful experience 
and look forward to going back again 
next year.

I would like to take a moment to thank a 
few people who have helped us a great 

deal this past month. First, 
a special “thank you” to 
Mrs. Strenk for promoting 
St. Michael School during 
Donut Sunday at St. Basil. 
She has always helped us 
in so many ways and it is 
very much appreciated. 
Also, a special “thank 
you” to Gregory Paparizos 
for playing the piano and 
giving the event some 

“ambiance”. Second, I would like to 
“thank” Mrs. Jurczyk and Mr. Ruvolo 
for playing at our 9:00 a.m. Friday 
school Masses. They do an awesome 
job in making our students a part of 
the Mass celebration. Finally, I would 
like to thank Mrs. Calabretta for 
planning our Information Night. She 
did an outstanding job. Also, I would 
like to thank all of the volunteers that 
helped with the event: Mr. Calabretta, 
Mr. and Mrs. Delmore, Mrs. Dible, 
Mrs. Fernandez, Mrs. Jones, Mrs. 
Kasper, Mrs. Kuczmarski, Mrs. Matas-
Allen, Mr. and Mrs. Misconish, Mrs. 
Narduzzi, Mrs. Niezgoda, Mrs. Sears, 
Mrs. Skelton, Mrs. Sobecks, and Mrs. 
Strenk. Also, a very special “thank 
you” to Drug Mart for donating 9 cases 
of bottled water and to Mrs. Angela 
Jolliffe for donating all of the cookies 
for the evening event. Not only did the 
cookies look awesome but also they 
tasted absolutely delicious!

Please save the date for St. Michael’s 
Night at the Races, which will be 
Saturday, April 27th. All the money 
raised goes to help make technology 
improvements to the school at both 
campuses. More information will be 
coming soon.

Thank you for all your support. It is with 
your help that we are able to provide 
the best education possible to all of our 
students. 

May God Bring you Many  
Blessings and Peace, 
Mrs. Margaret Campisi
Principal
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You’ve Made a Will ...
... but have you given any thought to planning your funeral?  With 
more and more family members living out of town, children 
and other relatives often struggle when it comes to making the 
necessary arrangements.  We have a booklet available in the 
Parish Office with suggested readings and hymns, including a 
planning guide.

In the past year, we have seen decisions made by family members 
that appear to run counter to the wishes of the deceased:  a regular 
churchgoer buried with a service from the funeral home or at the 
cemetery, rather than a Mass.  Sometimes, family members are 
no longer practicing Catholics, and see little value in our traditions. 
Why not take some time to make your wishes known to your 
family members:  which funeral home to use, hours of visitation, 
Mass time, readings, hymns, luncheon if desired, and cemetery.  
Better yet, write out your wishes and give it to them.  It’s the loving 
thing to do!

Funeral Luncheons: 
HoW iT ALL BegAn!
In 1999, as the plans for a new building at St. Basil’s began 
to take shape, Father Walt’s dream of having a special place 
for funeral lunches figured into the overall design of the 
Family Life Center.  Beginning with a small core of women, 
the Funeral Lunch Teams have expanded through the years 

to five rotating teams, encompassing more than 130 men & women who set up and serve 
the meal.  Using real dishes, glasses, and silverware, these volunteers provide a home-like 
setting  where  the families can gather after a funeral or Memorial Mass.  In addition, nearly 
fifty  bakers  provide delicious desserts.   Families are asked to pay a per-person fee for the 
food, which is provided by local restaurants.  The service, beverages, desserts, and space 
are provided free of charge.  Families may take home any left-over food, or donate it to a 
homeless shelter. If you are interested in becoming a part of this worthwhile ministry, either 
as a server or baker, please contact Mary Ann Webb at mawpsr@aol.com, or 440-792-4721.

Can You Help?
We need additional volunteers for two ministries: 
the Coffee & Donut Sunday teams, and the 
Greeters, who welcome people to the weekend 
Masses.  Even if you volunteered for either of these, and 
haven’t been called, please consider responding again!  For 
more information about either opportunity for involvement, or 
to volunteer, please contact Mary Ann Webb at 440-792-4721 
or mawpsr@aol.com.  Please consider being a part of these 
ministries of hospitality!

•Second grade Retreat 
Saturday, April 21st – 1:00pm

•Last Sunday PreSchool Class 
Sunday, April 28th 

•group First Communions 
Sunday, May 5th  - 2:00pm 
Saturday, May 11th - 2:00pm

•Last PSR gr. 1-8 Class 
Monday/Tuesday May 13th-14th

•Summer School gr. 4-8 
--TenTATiVeLY-- 
Weeks of June 17th & 24th,  
with registration after easter

•Vacation Bible School 
--TenTATiVeLY-- 
July 22nd – 26th,  
with registration 
mid-May 

St. Basil PSR



St. Basil News is published quarterly. We welcome you to author an article on a topic of general interest to our parish 
community. you may submit your article at the parish office (attn: newsletter). The deadline for the next issue is  

May 1, 2013. Newsletter Staff: Fr. Walt Jenne, Cheryl kosek and Julia Hartman

Palm Sunday | March 23 and 24
Saturday: 5 pm 
Sunday: 7:30, 9, 10:30 am, Noon, and 5:30 pm

Holy THurSday | March 28
Morning Prayer: 8 am
Confessions: 3-5 pm
Mass of the Lord’s Supper: 7 pm
Adoration: 8:15-11pm in the Church
Chaplet of Divine Mercy & Reposition:  
 11 pm in the Church

Good Friday | March 29
Morning Prayer: 8 am
Confessions: 11 am-1 pm
Good Friday Liturgy: 3 pm
Living Stations of the Cross by Life Teen: 7 pm  
(doors locked until 6:30 pm)

Holy SaTurday | March 30
Morning Prayer: 8 am
Blessing of Easter Baskets: 1 pm
Easter Vigil Mass: 9 pm

EaSTEr Sunday maSSES | March 31
7:30 am in the Church
9 am in both the Church and Parish Center
10:30 am in both the Church and Parish Center
12 Noon in the Church

There is no 5:30 pm Mass on Easter Sunday. 
Additional parking for the Easter Masses is available 
at Westfield Bank or Gateway Title Building.

2013 SCHEDULE


