
St. Basil the Great AUTUMN 2014

Dear Parish Family:
It has been just wonderful to see so many 
parishioners stopping by to pray in the Adoration 
Chapel. While two or more parishioners are 
scheduled for each hour, frequently many 
more will be present to pray to our Lord in the 
Blessed Sacrament. I know that we all have 
many, many prayer intentions. No better place 
to bring your intentions than to the Lord in 
the Adoration Chapel. The beautiful nativity 
window from St. Catherine’s provides a very 
uplifting backdrop for our Lord present with 
us in the Chapel. 

I have also been pleased to see so many 
parishioners entering and departing from 
Mass via the gathering area. I know it will be 
even more appreciated in the winter. It is just 
a great place to “catch up” with each other. 

The new canopy entrance to the church will, I 
believe, be a great addition to the church. Two 
or more cars can pull under the canopy to drop 
off parishioners with physical limitations for 

Mass. The canopy entrance was not part of the 
original planning but it is very much needed, 
particularly on days with rain and snow. The 
area is somewhat protected from all the wind, 
rain, and snow usually coming from the west. 
Our ushers and greeters will be available to 
assist parishioners entering the church while 
the drivers go to the parking area. 

Deacon Lou is developing a program to have 
parish volunteer drivers pick up and bring 
homebound parishioners to Mass. We hope 
this initiative will grow over time and provide 
an opportunity for the homebound who simply 
need transportation to join us for Mass. All of 
these projects have become a reality because of 
your participation and generous support of the 
diocese’s Rooted in Faith-Forward in Hope 
Campaign. Our parish share of the diocesan 
campaign (30% up to goal and 70% over 
goal) of undesignated pledges will generate 
for the parish approximately $1,355,405. We 
will require additional financing to cover the 
cost of the canopy entrance to the church. 

As you know very well, costs continue to 
increase each year. It has been approximately 
eleven years since our last offertory 
enhancement appeal. In consultation with 
our Parish Finance Council and with their 
full support, I believe we need to appeal to you 
once again. This fall we will be writing to you 
to request a modest increase in your offertory 
contribution to the parish. These additional 
funds are needed for several purposes:

-To pay down the loan for the recent 
construction of the gathering area, Adoration 
Chapel, and canopy entrance to the church.

-To help with the increasing costs to the parish 
of providing a Catholic Education for our 
children. 

-To provide for additional staff to increase our 
ministry to children, teens, and young adults. 

-To meet increased utilities costs

I fully realize that some parishioners are just 
making it on a limited income and will not 
be able to increase their weekly contribution. I 
just ask all who are able, to consider a modest 
increase to their weekly or monthly offering. If 
as many as possible do a little, we will be fine.

Believe me I would not ask you to do something 
that I am not willing to do. I feel we are in this 
together and I also will do more in support of 
our parish. If you have any questions, please 
feel free to call me at the parish office or email 
me at: frwalt@gmail.com.

I feel blessed and honored to serve with you and 
for you. I am blessed by your goodness, service, 
and generosity. You are a great inspiration to 
my ministry. You are remembered each day 
in my prayers and Masses. 

In His Love, 

www. basilthegreat. org  8700 Brecksville Road, Brecksville, OH 44141  440–526–1686
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Did Jesus  
Walk on Water?
How Catholics  
Read the Gospels

A St. Basil Special 
Presentation 
by Rev. George M. Smiga S.T.D.

September 4, 2014 
7-9pm in the Parish Center

All Christians accept the four gospels of the New Testament.  But Christians 
frequently disagree about how to interpret them.  This talk will present the 
Catholic approach to understanding the gospels.  The Catholic perspective is 
wide and flexible, not only finding spiritual meaning within the sacred texts 
but also open to discovering the historical realities that shaped Jesus’ ministry.  
Join us to appreciate why Catholics are confident that Jesus was raised from 
the dead and why they are free to ask whether he really walked on water.

George M. Smiga, S.T.D. is a priest of the Catholic Diocese of Cleveland and 
serves on the faculty of St. Mary Seminary and Graduate School of Theology in 
Wickliffe, Ohio.  He is a regular author for Living With Christ. Since 1991 he 
has served as pastor of St. Noel Catholic Church in Willoughby Hills, Ohio. His 
website is buildingontheword.org. 

Fall Scripture 
Study: 
Bible Basics for Catholics!
A six week program that will 
introduce you to the major 
themes of both the Old and New 
Testaments.
Learn how the Bible came into 
existence, how God inspired its 
authors to respond to “the signs 

of the times,” how Jesus interpreted his Scriptural heritage, and how to read 
the Bible for personal meaning.

Tuesday Evenings: 7-9pm Thursday Mornings: 9:45-11:45am (beginning 
9/10 & 9/12) Fee for entire program: $10.00 (includes snacks for each 
session.) More information and registration is available on parish website 
and weekly bulletin.

Becoming Catholic
Do you have questions about the 
Catholic faith?

Are you considering becoming 
Catholic and would like some more 
information about Catholicism?  

Have you already made a decision that 
you would like to join the Catholic 
community?

If you are already a baptized Christian 
and wish to become Catholic, this 
process normally takes between 
4-6months. You can begin at any time 
of the year, though it is best to start 
sometime between August and March. 

If you are a baptized Catholic who has 
not made your First Communion, the 
process of preparation is similar to that 
of a baptized Christian.

If you have not been baptized, the 
process is longer.  Though you can 
begin at any time, Baptisms take place 
only at Easter, and so it is best to begin 
the process of preparation sometime 
over the summer and definitely by 
September.

To learn more about this process 
called the Rite of Christian Initiation 
of Adults (RCIA) or to answer your 
questions about Catholicism or your 
concerns about children, teens or adults 
who wish to become Catholic, contact 
Sr. Judith Wood 440-526-1686 or 
jwood@basilthegreat.org.
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Miranda Query and Family

James & Sandra Gaukin and Family

Herman Wingerter

Joseph & Leah Morris 

Linda Modzelewski

Christian & Sarah Garofalo and Family

Terri Mason

Michael & Kristy Berte and Family

John & Erin Bogus and Family

Don & Brecilda Bautista

William & Sue Franko

Ashlie Chunat and Daughter

Charles & Emily Carlin and Family

David & Jennifer Walsh and Daughter

Michael & Lauren Hart

Scott & Jennifer Loomis

Joseph & Amy Gaudio

George & Mary Anderson and Family

James & Audrey O’Donnell

Patrick & Alison Stankiewicz and Son

Barry & Anita Davis

Russell & Rosanna Mazzola

Louis Shuster and Son

Pablo & Summer Castro and Family

Karen Schmidt

John & Erin Brimmer and Family

Paul & Audrey McHale

Jerry & Christine and Family

Bob & Kathy Rutter

Ray & Sandy Hong and Family

Steven & Alexandra Sieckowski and Family

Sheila Gallagher

Debra Clark

Sean & Touk Bammer and Son

Anthony & Joella Gonzalez

James & Aenea Connors and Family

William & Francis Sommers

Mary Klonowski

John & Amanda Ashworth and Daughter

Carol Kmetz

Martin & Katie Madden and Son

Lawrence & Amy O’Brien and Family

Steven & Christine Madden

Mark & Nicole Kobylinski and Family

Jason & Rachel Kurtyka and Family

Brett & Lindsay Dawson and Family

New Parishioner Dinner
Have you registered as a new parishioner in the last two years and have not been able to attend a 
new parishioner welcome dinner? If so, please feel free to attend on Friday night, September 26 
in the Family Life Center at 6:30 pm. Enjoy an opportunity to meet the staff and other new 
parishioners. There is no planned program for the evening. We will simply sit down as a parish 
family and enjoy a meal together and one another’s company.

Please respond by emailing Phyllis Damico at pdamico@basilthegreat.org with your 
name, phone number and number of family members attending.

Welcome, New Parishioners!
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Thank you for participating in 
Eucharistic Adoration at St. Basil 
the Great.

We are thankful for those who have 
adored the Blessed Sacrament in 
our new Chapel during the week 
days and on Wednesday through 
Thursday morning. All your prayers 
reap many graces and a deepening of 
your faith. We are very grateful for 
your participation because we could 
not do it without you.

As always on Wednesday night, from the hours of 8:00 pm until 6:00 am, 
the church will be locked.  Go to the northwest side of the church where 
the Chapel door is located and you will find a doorbell.  Ring the bell and 
someone will let you in.

Remember that if for some reason you are unable to meet your committed 
hour, please contact someone to substitute for you. If possible, maybe a friend 
or family member. If you are unable to find a substitute, contact Donna 
in the parish office, 526-1686 or email: dprochaska@basilthegreat.org 
and a sub will be provided for your scheduled time.

Please sign the “sign-in” book when you arrive. It is important that 
the Blessed Sacrament never be left unattended. Please remember, the 
Adoration Chapel is reserved for silent prayer only and any conversation 
should be taken to the gathering area.

Donut Sunday 
Schedule

Please join us for Coffee and 
Donuts in the Parish Center 
after all the Masses on the 

following Sundays.

September 7, 2014
October 19, 2014 
November 9, 2014
December 7, 2014
January 11, 2015
February 8, 2015

March 8, 2015
April 12, 2015 
May 17, 2015 

Come and make some new friends!

If you or a friend or loved one is 
homebound and would like to 
receive Holy Communion, please call 
the parish office at 440-526-1686. 
Please inform the parish office with 
names of parishioners to be added to 
the prayer list. We do have a special 
prayer service for those who are ill 
at 7am each Wednesday morning 
in Church. Please join us to pray for 
the sick.

Communion for the Homebound
Will You Answer the Call?
By virtue of our Baptism, we are all called 
to participate in the life of our Church. 
Have you considered:

•Joining one of our funeral lunch 
teams? Baking for one of the funeral 
lunch teams?

•Volunteering as a substitute teacher 
for our PSR classes on Sunday at 
10:3-am, Monday night at 6:30pm, 
or Tuesday at 4:45pm?

•Helping out at Donut Sunday?

•Greeting parishioners before Mass 
on the weekends?

Please consider joining other parishioners in 
these meaningful ministries. For more infor-
mation or to volunteer, contact Mary Ann 
Webb at mawpsr@aol.com or 440-792-4721.

Eucharistic Adoration
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The St. Basil Children’s 

Memorial Garden located on 

the parish grounds to the right 

of the Parish Center (main 

entrance) was established in 

2003. It was dedicated on 

May 17th of that year, in 

honor of the children of our 

parish who have died and 

returned to the Lord. The 

garden was created for any 

family member of our parish—past and present—who have lost a child to death. 

This includes the children of parishioners and it may also include a grandchild, 

niece, nephew, brother or sister. 

Over the past 11 years, the garden had become somewhat overgrown and, sadly, 

more children have died within our parish family. In the fall of 2013, the garden 

received a sprucing up by Sasak Landscaping. New plant material was installed, 

trees trimmed, mulch added, the pavers were reset in areas where needed, and a 

garden wall was added. 

The focal point of the garden… the angel, was fashioned by artists Matthew 

Hollern and his wife, Pamela Argentieri. Matthew and Pamela are currently 

working on restoring the angel and are making a few subtle changes, one being 

the addition of a rosary in the angel’s hands. They will also add more stems and 

leaves to accommodate more space for the names of our deceased children. We 

are so grateful for their creative expertise and willingness to come back to help 

with those changes. 

The garden leaves are individually printed with the names of three children. 

Each time three names are received in the St. Basil Parish office a new leaf is 

made and installed. We have asked that the garden be reserved for parishioners 

who have, sadly, experienced the death of young family members, age 22 years 

or younger. We have received several additional names of children that now are 

in our Father’s loving arms. 

A rededication of this beautiful space 
will be on Sunday, September 14th 
immediately following the noon 
Mass. If you have never seen the 
Garden, take a moment to walk 
through and offer your prayers for 
the souls of our young. 

Anointing  
of the Sick

October 11-12, 2014  
at all Masses

What are the reasons 
for the communal 

Anointing of the Sick? 
•Christ, his Apostles and the 
Church used sacred anointing 
as healing signs for the body, 
soul, mental and physical 
ailments.

•The Sacrament of Anointing 
should be given in time of need 
and not only at the time of 
imminent death.

•The Sacrament honors both 
the physical and spiritual 
healing presence of Christ.

•Cures in the form of 
strengthening, peace, and 
courage to overcome the 
difficulties that go with serious 
illness or the frailty of old age.

Who may be anointed?
Anyone who desires the prayer 
of the Church on behalf of 
their health should receive the 
Sacrament.

Children’s Memorial Garden
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Lessons from the Life Teen 
Leadership Conference
Last month I went on the Life Teen 
Leadership Conference in Atchison, 
Kansas.  This week-long conference 
brings together teenagers from all over 
the country to form them into the leaders 
that the Church needs. In my experience, 
this week was life changing and it turned 
my life around. I always had a somewhat 
strong faith life, but this conference has 
taken it to a whole different level. I’ve 
learned so much about God and all the 
plans He has for us. 

GOD’S OR THE WORLD’S?
One of the first things that the speaker 
said Monday morning was a quote from 
St. John Vianney, “You either belong 
wholly to the world or wholly to God.” 
This meant that there is no in-between.  
If you are going to have a strong faith life 
and believe in God’s plan, then you have 
to give yourself fully over to Him.  

MERCY
I’ve learned that you don’t have to earn 
God’s mercy. If you earned it or deserved 
it, it wouldn’t be called mercy. God wants 
to bless you with His mercy and live inside 
of you.  He wants to operate our lives but 
He can only do that if we give Him the 
opportunity to not only dwell inside of 

us but live through us, and one of the 
major ways He comes to us is through the 
Eucharist. 

COMFORT VS. GREATNESS
Another major point that has really made 
an impact on my heart was a quote by 
Pope Benedict XVI that said, “You were 
not made for comfort, you were made for 
greatness.” Living out my faith everyday 
will not be comfortable and the world 
around me will try to tear me down, but 
that is okay because God is stronger than 
the world around me. 

FISH SWIM. BIRDS FLY.
Fish swim and birds fly. Now that would 
make no sense without any context. Fish 
swim, birds fly. It is a very simple concept 
that we learned when we were probably 
in third grade. Fish swim and birds fly, 
but what is important about it? I mean, 
everyone knows that fish swim and birds 
fly. God made us for a specific purpose. 
He made fish so they could swim. He 
made birds so that they may fly. He made 
us to be an image of Him and live out His 
teachings. I have to live for God and not 
myself. This conference has taught me to 
become a leader in the Church and to live 
out His teachings here on Earth. He has 
entrusted me with the truth because Jesus 
is the Truth. If we do not share the truth 
with others and lead them to Jesus, then 
we have ultimately failed on our mission. 
The devil would love it if I kept my faith 
to myself and not shared it with anyone 
else. I would rob them of the same faith 
that I have. I have learned that I need to 

bring light to the darkness. I cannot be 
afraid of what other people think of me 
because it will be hard to keep a strong 
faith. Pursuing holiness is as close as I can 
get to Jesus here on earth. I have to give 
it all because when I finally give it all and 
surrender, then I will have true freedom. 
There is no reason for me not to surrender 
everything, because Jesus will never fail 
me.  He never will. 

JESUS IN THE EUCHARIST
The best part of my week by far was 
Thursday night with Eucharistic 
Adoration. It was so powerful to me and 
it was the first time that I actually felt 
Jesus speaking to me. I heard his plan for 
me and found out how much Jesus cares 
about me and how big of a role I have 
in His plan for humanity. I felt God so 
much that He has changed my life forever. 
I have never felt His presence as strongly 
as that night. God can do amazing things 
if you just give Him the opportunity. He 
changed me so much in just one week. He 
has shown me my life path and cleared 
away my problems. I am so on fire for 
Christ and I have finally come around in 
giving myself up to Him. The saying that 
I will leave you with might be the most 
important thing I’ve written here. There is 
a lot of stuff that can take up space in our 
life and take up all of our time but life is 
short, fill it with Christ. 

THANK YOU
I have to say thank you to everyone who 
supports us teenagers in the Life Teen 
program through prayers, volunteering, 
and your generous financial support 
through the Life Teen monthly envelope.  
These amazing retreat experiences, service 
projects, and Life Nights on the teachings 
of the Church aren’t possible without you.  
Thank you so much.  God bless you, and 
please pray for me and the other teenagers 
in Life Teen.

Kyle Canda
Senior, Holy Name High School
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Dear Friends of St. Michael School,

It is always unbelievable how quickly 
summer comes and goes and we are 
back to school. We are very excited to 
welcome 430 students in Pre-8 grade 
for the 2014-2015 school year! It was 
fun welcoming everyone back and 
welcoming the new students/families. 
This year we did a Back to School Blast 
for the Kindergarten and First grade 
families. This social event included a 
make your own sundae ice cream bar 
and entertainment from the St. Ignatius 
High School Circus Company. Everyone 
had a wonderful time. I want to thank 
Mrs. Erin Sobecks and her entire team 
for all of their hard work and dedication 
to this event. It was magical! 

This year our students came back to 
the following improvements in our 
technology program:

• A new ActivBoard to the Jr. 
Kindergarten room

• Replaced projectors in room 8-204 
& Computer Lab

• Upgraded our Internet Service 
Provider for faster speeds

• Received grant money to purchase 
Read & Write Gold software. Read 
& Write Gold is literacy support 
software that helps all students 
with reading, writing, studying and 
research.

We thank you for all of your support as 
we continue adding and trying to keep 
up with technology. This was made 
possible by the fundraising goals of the 
Magazine Drive, Pumpkinfest, and the 
Night at the Races. A special thank you 
to Fr. Walt and Fr. Pete for all of their 
continued support in helping to make St. 
Michael School a place where students 
grow academically, socially, emotionally, 
and most importantly, spiritually.

This year we also welcoming the 
following new faculty and staff:

• Mr. David Mealy 
 Grade 5 Social Studies 

• Ms. Melanie Wypasek 
 Grade 6 English 

• Ms. Sandra Kovacs 
 Pre-3 and Pre-4 Aide  

• Mrs. Caroline Carrell, RN

• Mrs. Alyssa Piteo 
 Medical Assistant/Health Aide 

• Ms. Theresa Mathis 
 Cafeteria Manager 

We are looking forward to an exciting 
year! We ask for your continued support 
and prayers for a successful year. May 
God guide all of us as we do His work 
in educating our students, not only 
academically, but also most importantly, 
spiritually.

God’s Peace and Blessings,
Mrs. Margaret Campisi, Principal

The St. Michael School float for the City of Independence Bicentennial Homeday’s Parade

PSR News
Re-registration information was 
mailed in July to all families 
whose children attended last year.  
Room assignments will be on the 
invoice, which will be mailed on 
August 29th.  Children new to 
the program can be registered by 
printing out the online form and 
dropping it at the Rectory, or by 
calling 440-526-3520.

Important dates:
Sunday PreSchool &  
Sunday Grades 1-3:
September 7th at 10:00am –  
“Meet the Teacher” and pick up 
materials in the classrooms

Monday Grades 1-8: 
September 8th at 6:30pm – 
Opening Mass in the Church, 
followed by “Meet the Teacher” in 
the classrooms

Tuesday Grades 1-4: 
September 9th at 4:45pm -  
Opening Mass in the Church, 
followed by “Meet the Teacher” in 
the classrooms

Home Study Program Grades 6-8:
Wednesday, September 3rd at 7:00pm 
in the Parish Center- meeting for 
parents & students to explain the online 
program.

Home Study Program  
Grades 1, 4-5: 
Pick up materials September 3rd-9th at 
Religion Office

Grade 2 Parents: 
Sunday, September 28th - First 
Reconciliation Parent Meeting, 
1:15pm in the Parish Center
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Our primary focus is on installing 
water purification systems in villages 
and schools. Thus far St. Basil 
Mission Teams have installed 19 water 
systems. We also continue to provide 
maintenance support and needed 
improvements at the Hogar del Nino 
Orphanage in Juticalpa. The children 
who live in the orphanage just “steal 
your heart” as one of our team members 
commented.

We are working very closely with several 
Hondurans to make the water systems 
self-sustaining over the next 2-3 years. 
The filters in the purification systems 
need to be replaced several times each 
year depending on the frequency of use 
of the system. Eighteen months after 
the installation of the system, the village 
begins to purchase the replacement 
filters. Each month each family in the 
village contributes the equivalent of 
fifty cents or a dollar (depending on the 
size of the village) to a fund established 
by the Village Water Committee to 
purchase replacement filters.

We also are in the process of replacing 
the roofs on the facilities where we are 
based and reside during our mission 
trips. The buildings were constructed 
in the 1990’s with wooden roofing 
beams. The termites have basically 
destroyed the wooden beams. Thus, 
we are gradually replacing all the 
roofs with steel and there are eight 
buildings in the compound. It is an 
expensive undertaking, but it must 
be done. Thanks to the generosity 
of St. Basil parishioners, with the 
Lenten Almsgiving program and 
other donations, we have been able to 

construct new roofs on the buildings 
which house the medical and dental 
clinics.

We have Mission Trips planned for 
November 1-8 and November 8-16, 
and January 15-25. The November trip 
will be either two one-week trips or 
one ten-day trip, depending upon the 
number of people who sign up to go at 
that time. If you would be interested in 
participating on a Mission Team or in 
learning more about the Mission in the 
parish of San Francisco de Asis, please 
attend our next Honduras Information 
Night on Wednesday, September 17 at 
7 pm in the Family Life Center Meeting 
Room. You really do not need specific 
skills to participate on a team. We have 
great team leaders who will be with you 
and coordinate all the activities.

A mission trip is just such a powerful 
experience. The people are wonderful. 
The children are beautiful. You 
experience the poverty of a third World 
Country but also the joyful hope and 
spirit of the people and the children. 
You return appreciating even more 
the opportunity to serve as well as the 
blessings we can sometimes take for 
granted. It is a life-changing experience.

Honduras Mission Update

Joe Pierce from St. Basil painted a mural in Church in Pedrical

Fr. Jenne and Fr. Tito after Mass in 
San Francisco de la Paz

Children at San Francisco de la 
Paz School

Robin Youngs at the Orphanage
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Grief Share...
...support and encouragement  
        for your grief journey.
After the funeral, when the cards and flowers have 
stopped coming, most of the people around you return 
to their normal lives.  But your grief continues and you 
feel alone.  Whether your loss is a family member or a 
good friend, Grief Share can help you heal.  You’ll meet 
other people who understand your hurts, emotions, and 
painful experiences.  You’ll receive practical information 
from the DVD videos, which feature top experts on 
grief recovery subjects, and case studies of people just 
like you, who have been through the grief experience.  
You’ll also have the opportunity to tell your story, but 
there’s never any pressure to do so.  It doesn’t matter if 
your loss is recent, or in the past:  Grief Share can help!

The first session will be Sunday, September 14th, at 
1:15pm in Room 7 of the Education Center. You’ll 
find more information in the Grief Share brochure, 
which is in the pamphlet racks in the Church or Rectory 
vestibules.

All are invited to an evening 
of reflection on the Sacred 
Liturgy that will include 
special emphasis on the Sunday 
Eucharist and our ministries at 
Mass. Father Michael Balash, 
pastor and Director of Liturgy 
at our neighboring Diocese of 

Youngstown, Ohio, will speak on the importance of the Sunday 
Eucharist in our parish of Saint Basil. He will also lead us to assess 
and set goals in our different ministries to enhance our celebrations. 
We will especially discuss a new program in which we will “give a 
ride” to parishioners who do not have transportation to Church on 
Sunday. 

Liturgical ministers are especially encouraged to participate in 
this event. The event will be held at Saint Basil Church on 
Thursday, September 18, from 7pm–8:30pm. This evening 
will begin with Evening Prayer, proceed to the presentation and 
then break out session with the various ministries. If you have any 
questions please contact Father Kevin.

Reflection on the Sacred Liturgy

Kathleen Ann Nero

Anthony Mitalski

Mary Miskewicz

Sophia McLaughlin

Josephine Chemmalakuzhy

Constance Scrocca

Charlotte Martin

Alfredo Austria

Susan E. Kurshuk

Barbara Byrne

Mary Jane Murukis

Eugenia Wozniak

David Elias

William Lloyd

Dolores Ruff

Robert Farkas

Thomas Claire

Charles Frusteri

Donna Woodside

Robert Lanci

Ralph D. Kaleal

Robert H. Skomski

Rest in Peace
Deceased Members 

of the Parish
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Choirs are resuming the week of September 15.

•Children’s choir  
*resumes tuesday, september 23
Ages 5 through grade 3
Practices every other Tuesday 6:00 – 7:00pm

•New youth choir  
*begins tuesday, september 16
Grades 4 through 8
Practices every other Tuesday 6:00-7:00pm

•Contemporary choir  
*resumes monday, september 22
Practices Mondays at 7:00pm
Sings every Saturday at the 5pm Mass and on the holidays

•Life teen band/choir
Practices Sundays at 4:30pm, prior to the 5:30pm Mass
Sings at every Sunday night 5:30pm Life Teen Mass 
Contact Andy Andino to audition andyandino@yahoo.com

•Resurrection choir
Practices the first Tuesday of the month at 1:00pm
Sings at all parish funeral liturgies

•Sunday (traditional) choir  
*resumes thursday, september 25
Practices Thursdays at 7:00pm 
Sings every Sunday at the 10:30am Mass and on holidays

•Cantors and instrumentalists 
by audition

Join the St. Basil
Music Ministry

Make a joyful noise unto the Lord!

Love to Sing?
Then join the 

NEW Youth Choir!
Coming this September, 

grades 4-8

Youth choir will practice every 
other Tuesday from 6-7pm in 
the church beginning September 
16th. We will alternate Tuesdays 
with the younger Children’s Choir 
which will include Children ages 
5 through grade 3. Children’s 
choir will now be for children ages 
5 through grade 3. Youth choir is 
for kids in grades 4 through 8. 

To sign-up, please contact 
Stephanie at 440-526-1686 or 
stephanieristau1@gmail.com.

For more information or to join, please contact  
Nancy or Stephanie in the Parish Office at  

440-526-1686, or Nancy – njovanov@basilthegreat.org, 
Stephanie – stephanieristau1@gmail.com.

Do you want 
your young 
child to get 
more out of 

Mass? 

Children’s Liturgy of the 
Word is the answer!

At the 9:00am Mass, after the Opening 
Prayer, the children (kdg. - gr. 3) and 
their leader will leave the Church in 
procession and meet in the Gathering 
Area. They will hear the Sunday 
readings proclaimed on their own level 
and will be able to respond to them 
through an interactive homily, and will 
hear a simplified version of the Prayers 
of the Faithful. The children will 
return to their seats at the Offertory 
while the altar is being prepared. 
Volunteers are needed! Contact Mary 
Ann Webb at mawpsr@aol.com or 
440-792-4721.
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Blake Alexander Weaver

Christian Joseph Bloch

Owen Francis Chen

Violet Annabel Zakes

Nolan Christopher Broughton

Estelle Louise Thompson

Gianni Maxwell Piscitellvo

Lillian Marie Olson

Brynn Avery Westerburg

Peyton Elaine Holdash

Margaret Ann Jungjohann

Caroline Elizabeth Van Cure

Elliot Burke Brimmer

Josephine Mae McMichael

Amaya Eve Yarmesch

Sebastian Joseph Phillips

Ryan Patrick Stircula

Claire Frances Maher

Leo Richard Merzweiler

Isabelle Emily Carlin

Dylan Jeffrey Vertosick

Joseph Philip Caputo

Gabriela Olga Rodriguez

Grant Aaron Douglas

Hayden Elizabeth Donze

Andrew William Kern

Marc Nathaniel Polowyk

Jaxon Elijah Chen

Maddox Matthew Domo

Chase Joseph Harger

Noah Michael Hart

Augustine Janelle Fidelisa Connors

Salvatore James Began

Andrew Michael Boulware

Bradley Mark Cinadr

Kai Bam Bammer

Alexander Ignatius Ross

Gracen Lee Sroka

Declan Ryan Howard

Dillon Brent Howard

Emelia Margaret Magovich

Newly Baptized Children

“A Ladies Morning Out” 

Gifts of the Spirit (GOTS) women’s 
ministry provides a way that 
women of all ages can be awakened 
to the Holy Spirit present in their 
lives through a women’s fellowship 
breakfast.  Our next breakfast will 
be on Sunday, September 14, 
from 10-11:30 am in the Family 
Life Center.

Our very own Father Kevin 
will speak about our calling to 
share in God’s life. God’s design 
is that we follow Jesus into the 
depths of God by following his 
path of humility and glory! The 
Holy Spirit is sent from God 
to empower us to stay on this 
path as we open our minds and 
awareness to our glory.

Please join us and bring a friend! 
Reservations are required for 
sufficient food count. Please 
RSVP to Phyllis Damico at 
pmd1@cox.net or 440-717-0079 

Women’s Ministry

Save the date! Mark your calendar now!
 

Men’s Fellowship Breakfast
Sunday, September 21 at 10 am

Family Life Center Meeting Room

Judge Dick Ambrose
Cuyahoga County Court of Common Pleas

 
•Middle linebacker and defensive signal caller for the 

Cleveland Browns for ten years (1975-1985).
•Married and father of three daughters.
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“For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me 
drink, a stranger and you welcomed me,  

naked and you clothed me, ill and  you cared for me, 

 in prison and you visited me.’   –Mathew 35

Sandwich Saturdays 
September 20   October 11

November 22   December 20

What to bring: 1-2 loaves of bread, peanut butter and jelly, sandwich 
bags, bag of fruit. Begins promptly at 9 am in the Parish Center. 

Sandwiches are made in about an hour and taken to the  
Westside Catholic Center, St. Herman’s House of Hospitality,  

and St. Augustine Hunger Center. 

St. Basil parishioners at  
the Cleveland Indians Game-  

everyone enjoyed the  
game and fireworks!

Save the date for Fall Fun!

St. Basil Fall Festival
October 12 from 1-4:30 in the Family Life Center

Delicious Food
Hay Rides 

BINGO 
Mini Farm Market 

Live Entertainment 
Children’s Games
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Understanding Depression
By: Fr. Dave Liberatore

Depression is a disease 
and we must understand 
it as such

Many years ago, in 
1962 when I was 27 
years old, I had the 
opportunity of meeting 
Jackie Gleason. I was in 

Florida with my parents, on Christmas break 
from teaching at Borromeo Seminary, when 
our paths crossed at a golf resort near West 
Palm Beach. It was a few days after Christmas 
when Jackie and I met. I can’t remember 
what we talked about, but apparently he said 
something which disturbed him, since he 
thought he had insulted me. So a few days 
later, on New Year’s Eve, when I was at a 
party at a family friend’s house at the resort, 
Jackie Gleason showed up with his entourage 
looking for me to apologize for whatever 
remark he made. (I can’t remember what it 
was). He came into the house, grabbed me 
by the arm, led me out to the lanai, closed the 
door and proceeded to spend the next three 
hours sharing his life. Many people were in 
the house trying to see and meet him. But 
it was not to be. He wanted to talk to me. 
In this one-on-one encounter, I gained great 
insight into his character.

What I discovered was that he was an 
insomniac. Since he couldn’t sleep through 
the night, he spent many nights reading all 
night long. Gleason was a brilliant man, 
searching for answers. His reading material 
was impressive: among many other titles, he 
read The Bible several times, Butler’s Lives of 
the Saints, and St. Thomas Aquinas’ Summa 
Theologica. He was at the height of his career, 
having just finished the Honeymooners series. 
He was at this Florida resort to play golf and 
spend time with his writers, planning his 
Jackie Gleason Show, produced in Palm Beach. 
He played many characters in that variety 
show, including Reginald Van Gleason III, 
Joe the Bartender and Fenwick Babbit. But in 
my opinion, the character that best resembled 
the real Jackie Gleason was his character of 
the Poor Soul, a sad sack who experienced no 
joy in life. Gleason came across as a happy-go-
lucky guy, but in reality he was a sad, lonely 
figure. He told me that he was afraid of death. 
He also was afraid of flying, so he owned his 
own railway car. In my opinion his persona 

was a happy fun-loving guy, but in reality he 
was just the opposite – a very sad man!

I write this because when I heard of Robin 
Williams tragic death recently, I thought of 
Jackie Gleason. How can a man who brought 
so much joy and laughter to others, himself 
be so miserable, that in his depression he 
ended his own life? Robin was a man of many 
talents and bought joy to both young and old 
alike, but deep down he was just the opposite. 
In fact he was so depressed that he couldn’t 
stand to live anymore. The word used by 
most is “tragic.” This was a tragic end to a 
very active and successful life. 

Personally, like so many others, I enjoyed 
Robin Williams. He was a very gifted, 
creative actor and performer, who will be 
greatly missed. As I reflected on his life and 
his awful death, I wondered like so many 
others, what happened. I guess we’ll never 
know, but I would like to share three ideas 
that we might find helpful:

First, depression is a horrendous disease and 
we must understand it as such. We know that 
Robin was addicted to drugs and alcohol. 
After his death, his wife revealed that he 
had the beginning stages of Parkinson’s 
Disease. He spoke often about his depression 
and his addictions. So in the midst of deep 
depression, combined with the addictions 
and the circumstances of his life, his ability to 
make rational decisions was severely impaired, 
which greatly limited the culpability of his 
actions. Regina Brett (Plain Dealer, August 
27, 2014) suggests that we take the shame 
and secrecy out of suicide. It’s an illness, a 
disease which must be brought out into the 
open as any other disease. To say someone 
“committed suicide,” is as inaccurate as to say 
someone “committed cancer.”

Secondly, we can never make a judgment 
about another individual, especially regarding 
a person’s eternity. We sometimes tend to 
make judgments about others based on one 
action, especially the act of taking one’s own 
life. Even though objectively suicide is a serious 
sin, when done with total knowledge and 
full consent, God sees the total picture and 
doesn’t concentrate on one isolated incident, 
especially if the action is prompted by an 
addiction that severely lessens culpability. 

Some people have a difficult time considering 
themselves loved because of some sort of an 
addiction. Their attitude is: “How can God 
love me because I do this or I do that?” The 

truth of the matter is that God sees not just 
the addictive action, but everything a person 
does: all the acts of kindness, the sacrifices 
made, fulfilling the role of spouse, parent, 
child and friend. Consider the good Robin 
Williams did in his life. Apparently his love 
for people was exhibited in many ways: the 
support he gave to kids and his involvement 
at St. Jude’s Hospital, his support of the 
Wounded Warriors Project, and the laughter 
and joy he brought to so many people. 

One of the most encouraging Scripture 
passages in this regard is found in St. Paul: 
(Rom 7:14-25) “We know that the law is 
spiritual; but I am carnal, sold into slavery to 
sin. What I do, I do not understand. For I do 
not do what I want, but I do what I hate. Now 
if I do what I do not want, I concur that the law 
is good. So now it is no longer I who do it, but 
sin that dwells in me. For I know that good does 
not dwell in me, that is, in my flesh. The willing 
is ready at hand, but doing the good is not. For 
I do not do the good I want, but I do the evil I 
do not want... Miserable one that I am! Who 
will deliver me from this mortal body?” He 
then answers his own question: “Thanks be to 
God through Jesus Christ our Lord.” In other 
words, St. Paul is reminding us that we are all 
flawed, that we all make mistakes and we all 
have shadows in our lives. The only solution 
is in the person and power of Jesus Christ! 

Thirdly, we’ve got to sensitize ourselves 
to the brokenness and addictiveness of 
depressed people. Normally depressed people, 
contemplating suicide, leave clues. Robin 
Williams often spoke of his depression and 
his addictions. Sometimes a depressed person 
will even mention suicide. (I don’t know if 
Robin ever did that.) If that happens, believe 
them! If the circumstances are present, try 
to be proactive and do something about it. 
Depressed people need people in their lives to 
encourage them and especially to love them. 
Of course, they also need professional help. 
It’s just another way of being Christ to them. 
Through our love for them, we point the way 
to Christ, who ultimately will lead them from 
despair to hope.

We are all powerless in many, many ways. 
Disconnected from Christ we are hopelessly 
lost. But there is hope: connected to Christ in 
our brokenness, we become an overwhelming 
majority! 
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Jericho / South Hills 
Cluster Holy Land 

Partnership
The South Hills Cluster Holy Land 
Committee has a prayer partnership with 
Good Shepherd Church in Jericho, the 
West Bank. Our purpose is to develop a 
spiritual and physical relationship with 
Good Shepherd Church. We provide 
opportunities for increased awareness of the 
situation for Christians in the Holy Land, 
who make up less than 2% of the total 
population.

The Holy Land Committee has been able 
to develop this partnership by offering 
various activities to our parishioners along 
with educational events.

•Pilgrimage to the Holy Land including 
an extended visit with Good Shepherd 
parishioners to build personal relationships

•Partnered with Holy Land Christian 
Ecumenical Foundation {HCEF} to enhance 
communication with Jericho

•Supporting Bethlehem Heart of Christmas 
– Journey to Bethlehem for Good Shepherd 
children

•Prayer cards dedicated to Mary, Queen of 
Palestine, offered to parishioners here and in 
Jericho to pray for peace in the Holy Land

•Sales of olivewood carvings produced by 
Christians in Bethlehem

•Educational efforts for raising awareness 
and increasing solidarity with the Christians 
in the Holy Land who are suffering under 
the occupation – book discussions, films, 
speakers

•Partnering with the Toledo Diocese (which 
has instituted a pen pal program with the 
school in Jericho)

•Sales of greeting cards with art work 
designed by the children of Good Shepherd

•Helping Christians in the Holy Land to 
know they are not alone

•Fair Trade Fair raffle and sales to raise funds 
to help the people of Good Shepherd Parish

Bethlehem Heart Of 
Christmas: 

We combined efforts with HCEF in 
December, 2013 and, with your help, 
we were able to send 50 Good Shepherd 
children, who joined other children in 
the Holy Land, on an exciting journey to 
Bethlehem. Often denied their freedom to 
worship, for many Palestinian Christian 
children this was the first time they were 
able to experience, visit and worship at the 
birthplace of Jesus, even though they may 
live only a few hours away. The children 
visited various sites around Bethlehem, 
received gifts, played games and put on 
shows in celebration of Christmas! They 
also participated in a large procession to the 
Church of the Nativity. There the children 
released a large number of balloons as a sign 
of peace and freedom. This culminated 
in a Simulcast message of peace from 
Washington & Bethlehem to the world!

Message of Solidarity 
addressed to the Holy 

Family Latin Parish in Gaza 
Fr. Jorge Hernandez and Fr. Mario 
Da Silva, Parish Priests in GAZA

Pax Christi International expresses its deep 
concern about the ongoing and further 
escalating violence in the Gaza Strip. The 
situation continues to deteriorate, and the 
number of deaths in Gaza is mounting at 
an alarming rate.

Gaza is suffering the death and injury of 
large numbers of civilian men, women and 
children – in some cases, whole families are 
perishing in the conflict. 

The high number of injuries and the 
destruction of homes, schools, and hospitals 
mean that there is a severe humanitarian 
crisis in the country, which already has fragile 
infrastructure.

Fr. Paul Lansu, Senior Policy Advisor of Pax 
Christi International, visited our parish on 
Sunday 12 January 2014 together with a 
group of Catholic Bishops. A Holy Mass was 
celebrated together with the members of the 
parish; prayers for just a peace in Gaza and 
in the whole region were expressed. They also 
visited the house of the disabled children and 
elderly women whom the Sisters of Mother 
Teresa take care of. Recently, it was stated 
that missiles destroyed a house very close to 
the parish. We have learned that the disabled 
children and elderly women moved to the 
parish in order to seek a safer place. We 
appreciate very much all the work you and the 
small Catholic community are doing for the 
well-being of all people in Gaza.

Pax Christi International members around 
the world offer our sincere condolences to all 
those in mourning and pray that those who 
have been killed will be the last people to die 
violent deaths in this escalation of hatred and 
vengeance. We are called by conscience to 
speak out in every way possible – not only to 
end the current violence, but also to address 
the roots of violence.

Pax Christi International stands in solidarity 
with all Christians and all people of good 
will. We are convinced that prayers and 
voices for a just peace in the region will 
not be silenced. Peace requires the presence 
of justice, of equality, of recognizing our 
common humanity. Together with you, we 
do hope and believe that peace is possible and 
that justice will prevail.

Brussels, 18 July 2014. By: Rev. Paul 
Lansu - Senior Policy Advisor (Pax Christi 
International) To learn more about our 
partnership, please email theresadomanski@
yahoo.com.
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The Second Annual Thomas Ellis Memorial Race was a huge success!  The race took place on Friday, June 13th at the 
Brecksville-Broadview Heights Cross Country Course. Close to 200 runners and walkers joined together to support this 
great cause.  Four years ago, Tom Ellis passed away from a brain tumor. The memorial race is held to support the American 
Brain Tumor Association and research that is done to help individuals and families affected by brain cancer. This year, 
$4000 was donated in memory of Tom. The Ellis family would like to thank St. Basil the Great for their continued 
support. Make sure to mark your calendar for the Third Annual Thomas Ellis Memorial Race on June 19th, 2015!

Second Annual  

Thomas 
Ellis  

Memorial Race

“How can I repay the Lord for all the good  
He has done for me?” Psalm 116:12

ST. BASIL GOLF OUTING 
A HUGE SUCCESS!!!

Thanks to all of you who supported the Third Annual 
St. Basil the Great Golf Outing July 24 at Sleepy 
Hollow. The sold-out event raised over $40,000 for 
our Parish Endowment Fund. Thank you to all the 
individuals, families, businesses and volunteers who 
devoted their time and resources to make this event an 
overwhelming success.

TESTIMONY: MY PILGRIMAGE  
TO THE HOLY LAND

Our cluster had a pilgrimage to the Holy Land in June, 
2012. I am a math teacher and the timing of this trip 
couldn’t have been more perfect for me. I was looking 
forward to a two week prayerful journey; away from all 
the daily distractions. And, I was pleasantly surprised to 
receive so much more. 

I had very little knowledge of the situation in Jericho. 
But, our God is wonderful and leads us to places we 
never expect to be, if we keep our hearts open. One of 
our first stops was at Good Shepherd parish in Jericho and 
their school, Terra Sancta. We celebrated Mass with the 
parishioners, met with school faculty and staff, Fr. Mario 
Hadchity and my new friend, Luai. Luai is a math teacher 
too. We bonded immediately. He loves teaching and his 
love for his family was evident during our first meeting. 

I learned of the struggles imposed on these people. Many 
people live in poverty. Israel has limited their access to 
water, freedom of movement and even access to the Holy 
places. Despite this, the people of the parish and school 
are a harmonious people. Muslims and Christians are 
working and learning side by side; respecting each other 
and celebrating with each other. They are a peaceful people 
and I am proud to know them. I am pleased to say that 
Luai and I talk quite often via Facebook. We share a love 
of God and humanity. I am proud to have him for a friend. 
While something I never expected, this was definitely an 
added bonus from my pilgrimage! And I am most grateful 
for this precious gift of friendship! 

Kathleen Adams – Pilgrim



St. Basil News is published quarterly. We welcome you to author an article on a topic of general  
interest to our parish community. You may submit your article at the parish office (attn: newsletter).  

The deadline for the next issue is November 1, 2014. Newsletter Staff: Fr. Walt Jenne, Cheryl Kosek, Julie Oberlander

Important Upcoming Dates
September  
4: Fr. George Smiga presents: “Did Jesus really Walk on Water?  
     7-9 pm in the Parish Center
7: Donut Sunday
9–11: Fall Scripture Study begins, Annex
13–14: Centering Prayer Retreat,  
    Family Life Center Meeting Room
14: GOTS Breakfast at 10 am in the Parish Center
14: Grief Share begins, 1:15pm
18: Night of Reflection on Liturgy 
    Evening Prayer and talk in Church at 7 pm by  
    Fr. Michael Balach, Director of Liturgy, Youngstown Diocese
20–21: Collection of Household Items for Appalachia  
    in Parking Lot
21: Men’s Fellowship Breakfast with Speaker Judge Dick Ambrose, 
    10 am in Family Life Center
26: New Parishioner Dinner, 6:30 pm in the Family Life Center

October 
11–12: Anointing of the Sick at all Masses
12: FALL FESTIVAL, 1-4:30 pm in Family Life Center
19: Donut Sunday

November 
1: All Saints Day is not a holy day this year as it falls on a Saturday.
1: Honduras Mission Team departs.
2: All Souls Day falls on a Sunday and will be celebrated at the weekend liturgies.
8: Honduras Mission Team departs.
9: Fair Trade Fair and Donut Sunday, 8 am until 2 pm in Family Life Center
15: ACE Program: History of the Early Church  
    with lunch in Parish Center

We Need Your Email Address!
Periodically Fr. Walt sends out 
emails to all parishioners and 
we want to make sure you are 

included. Please send your email 
to office@basilthegreat.org. 

Thank you


