
Dear Parish Family,
Summer is almost here.  I hope we can all find some time to 
“smell the roses” sit back, relax and enjoy the summer months.

I pray we can all pause, appreciate and give thanks for the 
many blessings in our lives.  The blessing of family and friends, 
the blessings we have in our communities and in our parish 
community.  We are so blessed as a parish community, blessed 
by so many who do so much in service to the parish, the larger 
community of Brecksville/Broadview Heights, Greater Cleveland 
and beyond.  I could not even begin to list all the ministries and 
service opportunities where parishioners give so unselfishly of 
their time and skills and gifts.  I just know that we are all blessed 
in this great parish community of St. Basil.  I know that I am 
blessed to serve for and with all of you.  I am also blessed by 
the tremendous staff, I mean the entire staff, that do so much 
in service to the parish, parishioners and beyond.  We could not 
begin to do all that we do without all of you, the parishioners 
and staff working together to make it all possible.

I do hope you will be able to join us for the annual Parish 
Picnic on Sunday, June 11.  This is a great way for all of us to 
come together and enjoy a wonderful afternoon of activities, 

entertainment, good food and lots of great fun.  This is an 
excellent time also to meet each other and put a name with a 
face of the folks you see at Mass.  It’s one way of the parish 
giving back to the people who make it all possible and you 
indeed do make it all possible.

I also want to encourage you and your family to stop in for a 
visit in the Adoration Chapel this summer.  It is a great way to 
connect with the Lord Jesus and bring Him your joys, sorrows and 
challenges.  Just stop in, even 
for a few minutes and share 
what is in your heart. 

 I assure you that you are and 
will be in my thoughts and 
prayers and remembered in all 
my liturgies.

In His Love,

www.basilthegreat.org  i  8700 brecksville road, brecksville, oh 44141  i  440-526-1686

St. BaSil the Great Summer 2017

Prayers for the Sick and Communion for the Homebound
If you or a friend or loved one is homebound or in the hospital and would like to receive Holy Communion, please call the 
parish office at 440-526-1686 to make arrangements.You can also call the parish office with names of parishioners to be 
added to the prayer list. We do have a special prayer service for those who are ill at 7:00 a.m. each Wednesday morning 
in Church. Please join us to pray for the sick.
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April 1st
St. BaSil the Great

2017 PariSh Day of Service
Over 260 parishioners participated in our April 1st  Parish Day of Service.  
While the day was chilly, hearts were warm with an outpouring of service to 
those in need.  Collectively, over 270 hot meals were served to the homeless. 
Seniors and those with disabilities were entertained while parishioners of 
all ages joined together to make sandwiches for the homeless and Easter 
baskets for the children of Fr. Brown’s parish. Other parishioners unpacked 
and sorted medical supplies, cleaned, organized, performed landscape 
work, and worked at the Habitat for Humanity ReStore.   Thank you to all 
who participated!

“…Whatever you did for one of these least brothers of mine, you did for me….”     Matthew 25:40
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We continue to install water purification systems in the villages of San Francisco de la Paz.  Thanks 
to you, the parishioners of St. Basil, we will soon have 40 systems up and running.   The requests 
from the villages come to us from Fr. Tito, the Pastor of San Francisco de Asis.  All the villages sign 
our agreement to use and maintain the systems.  They contribute .50 cents to a dollar each month 
for the filter replacements that are needed once or twice a year, depending on the size of the 
village and the utilization.  The health of the people, and especially the children, has improved 
significantly thanks to these systems.  We are also setting funds aside for the future sustainability 
of the systems.

Future mission trips to Honduras are now scheduled for:
November 4-12, 2017
January 18-28, 2018
June 17-25, 2018; a medical trip with doctors, nurses, pharmacists, optometrists, and other health 
care professionals.

If you are interested in any of these trips, please contact Kathy Lekan in the Parish Office
(440-526-1686) and provide your contact information.

Our next Honduras information night will take place on Wednesday, August 26th at 7:30 pm in the 
Rectory Meeting Room.  We do have Honduras Information Packets in the Parish Office that can 
be picked up.

Finally, thank you all for your very generous coin collection of over $16,000 this Lent.  We also 
received $14,500 for the heart patient in San Francisco de la Paz.  We are pursuing the possibility of 
having the heart surgery in the States.

I have never been so excited to write about someone before.  It is my honor to introduce you to a fine, young 
parishioner, Gregory Paparizos.  Let me tell you why.  

Gregory is someone that stands out to me.  He is an intelligent, talented, young man of faith.  You might notice 
him playing the piano for some of our Masses.  I am going to let you in on a little secret.  He is self-taught on 
the piano.  When Gregory was in the second grade, he decided to use the piano that was in his house and teach 
himself.  With much dedication and daily practice, he taught himself how to play.  I asked him what his first “gig” 
was.  He had to think back but it all started with 5th grade and Breakfast in Bethlehem.  After a few more years 
of hard work and practice, he asked his grade school music teacher if he could fill in for the music director of the 
school play who was out sick that day.  She said, “Sure”.  The rest is history.  Gregory has written the music for 
most of the plays at St. Michael’s School since that day, including an entire orchestral score for the play “Annie” 
in his 8th grade year.  

Then one day, I was out shopping at TJ Maxx and Gregory’s mom, Charlene, approached me and asked if her 
son could play at any of our Masses.  I couldn’t wait to meet him and get him involved at the Parish.  Gregory 
became the accompanist for our Children’s and Youth Choirs.  He was the perfect addition to those groups.  I 
would often tell him that his playing reminds me of my mom’s, and that is truly a gift.  There is a difference 
between a piano player that plays technically, and one that plays with feeling and truly supports the singing of 
the congregation.  

On Divine Mercy Sunday this year, the Divine Mercy Chaplet music was written by Gregory and it was used at our Parish Holy Hour. You can hear it here: 
http://bit.ly/Divine_Mercy_Chaplet
You can hear how prayerful and beautiful of a person Gregory is in his writing of this prayer.  Brings tears to my eyes.  Gregory comes from a wonderful family.  I often look 
over at them while he is playing and think, how proud they must be.  They are all so humble.  After all, to see our children grow into amazing, faith-filled, intelligent, family 
oriented, humble people is all we can hope for.  It has been a privilege to meet Gregory and get to work with him in a ministerial capacity.  I cannot wait to see what the 
future holds for this amazing young man.  We are blessed at this parish to have him sharing his God-given talents with us.  I just know that music ministry will always be a 
part of his life.  Isn’t that beautiful?

Honduras
Mission Update

By Fr. Walt

Meet Gregory. By:  Stephanie Ristau
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The St. Basil’s Gifts of the Spirit breakfast continues 
to be successful and provide fellowship for the 100+ 
women that attend each session. Members from all 
the nearby parishes are encouraged to join anytime. 
This women’s speaker/breakfast is held on a quarterly 
basis on Sunday mornings at St. Basil the Great. 
The mission of the ministry is to provide a way that 
women of all ages can be awakened to the Holy Spirit 
present in their lives and to encourage discipleship and 
nurturing of their faith. Each session brings a diverse 
group of women of ALL ages from many nearby areas 
for a spiritual, joyful, interactive and motivational 
morning! 

Some of the speakers have included Sr. Judith Wood, 
Sr. Mary Ann Flannery, Father Walt Jenne, Brooke 
Taylor (95.5 the Fish), Treva Dillick, Sr. Judith Karam, 
Fr. Kevin Shemuga, Professor Jeanne Colleran, Deacon 
Lou Primozic, Karen Coyne Volpe, Fr. Damian Ference, 
Dorene Miller, JJ DiGeronimo, Fr. Bob Franco, Jim 
Nagle and Fr. John Mulhollan.

On June 11th, our next speaker will be Denise 
Calabrese, Master Catechist. Denise will speak about 
Living in His Presence: Guided by the Holy Spirit.  She 
will talk about how the Holy Spirit has influenced her 
in her faith to help the homeless, the poor, and the 
addicted and how you can discern what the Holy Spirit 
wants you to do.

Check upcoming bulletins for registration details or go 
to www.basilthegreat.org and go to the “Ministries” 
tab to find “Women’s Gift of the Spirit.” You can also 
make a reservation by contacting Phyllis Damico at 
pmd1@cox.net or 440-717-0079.

 

The St. Basil’s Gifts of the Spirit breakfast continues to be successful and provide 
fellowship for the 100+ women that attend each session. Members from all the nearby 
parishes are encouraged to join anytime. This women’s speaker/breakfast is held on a 
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speak about Living in His Presence: Guided by the Holy Spirit.  She will talk about how 
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Check upcoming bulletins for registration details or go to www.basilthegreat.org and go 
to the “Ministries” tab to find “Women’s Gift of the Spirit.” You can also make a 
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Hello, my name 
is Dan Morgan 
and I am a 
seminarian at 
St. Mary’s 
Seminary in 
Wickliffe, Ohio.  
This summer I 
will be staying 
at St. Basil’s Parish and assisting in the 
office and in various ministries as needed. I 
graduated from Cleveland State University 
with degrees in mechanical engineering and 
then worked for a couple of years. My home 
parish is St. Mary’s in Chardon, but after 
I graduated from university I became 
involved with St. Basil’s Parish. Tommy 
Dome invited me to serve as a Core member 
for LifeTeen. I also helped with the lecture 
ministry and with the Young Adult group. 
This time was spiritually fruitful for me and 
I discerned to enter the seminary. I have 
just finished my 2nd year of Pre-Theology 
and this fall will begin my 1st of 4 years 
in Theology. The people at St. Basil’s have 
been so warm and welcoming to me and I 
am blessed to be able to serve here for the 
summer. I thank God for the wonderful 
works He has been doing at St. Basil’s and 
I shall continue to lift you all up in prayer.

MEET
Dan Morgan
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Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick 
Saturday, _____________ 

At 5:00pm 
Sunday, ______________________ 

At 7:30am, 9:30am, 10:30am, 12 Noon and 5:30pm Masses 
What are the reasons for the communal Anointing of the Sick? 

* Christ, his Apostles and the Church used sacred anointing as healing signs for the 
body, soul, mental and physical ailments.  
* The Sacrament of Anointing should be given in time of need and not only at the 
time of imminent death. 
* The Sacrament honors both the physical and spiritual healing presence of Christ. 
* Cures in the form of strengthening, peace, and courage to overcome the difficulties 
that go with serious illness or the frailty of old age. 
* We, your Parish family, care about you. We desire for you to know wholeness. 

 
Who may be anointed? 
Anyone who is hurting emotionally, physically or spiritually can and should be anointed. 
In addition, those who are preparing for surgery can and should be anointed. In short, 
anyone who desires the prayer of the Church on behalf of their health should receive the 
Sacrament. 
 

If you need further information, call Robin Youngs at 526-1686 or  
ryoungs@basilthegreat.org 

 
 

deaths

What are the reasons for the communal Anointing of the Sick?
• Christ, his Apostles and the Church used sacred anointing as healing signs for the body, soul, mental and physical ailments. 
• The Sacrament of Anointing should be given in time of need and not only at the time of imminent death.
• The Sacrament honors both the physical and spiritual healing presence of Christ.
• Cures in the form of strengthening, peace, and courage to overcome the difficulties that go with serious illness or the frailty of old age.
• We, your Parish family, care about you. We desire for you to know wholeness.

Who may be anointed?
Anyone who is hurting emotionally, physically or spiritually can and should be anointed. In addition, those who are preparing for surgery 
can and should be anointed. In short, anyone who desires the prayer of the Church on behalf of their health should receive the Sacrament.

If you need further information, call Robin Youngs at 526-1686 or 
ryoungs@basilthegreat.org

Sacrament of the 
Anointing of the Sick

Saturday, July 15th at 5:00pm

Sunday, July 16th at 7:30am, 9:30am, 
10:30am, 12 Noon and 5:30pm Masses

Elizabeth Kaufman
Eugene Bianco
Pamela Messuri

Maurine Gallagher
Lucio Alpino

Laverne Kekelis
Edward Bober 
Robert Kabat

Cynthia Magyar
Florence Mruczkowski

Elizabeth Sedlock
Thomas Levak

Karen Vergato
Sylvia Jensen

Loreen Kobilarcsik
Anne Ambrose
Louis Lipchek

Rest in Peace
Marie DePompei

Sheila Gallagher
Lawrence Arko

Ramona Schafle
Mary Ann Celebrezze

Fred J. Cicero
Daniel Spychalski

Daniel Spencer
Louise A. Kotalik
Gail Leadbeter

Karee Soggs
Maureen Remec
Arthur Hanula

Josephine Baraona
Anthony Vocaire
Rita Marie Tezie

Marie Dobre



St. Basil’s
Caring Cooks

If you or someone you know has an 
interruption in their normal daily schedule 

due to illness, surgery, new baby, crisis, 
or any life-altering event, then a few 
homemade delivered meals may be 
just what is needed!  Please call the 

Parish Office at 440-526-1686 to make 
arrangements to have meals provided.
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St. BaSil CanCer
Support miniStry

If you or a loved one have been touched by cancer, either 
directly or through a spouse or significant other, a child 
or parent, you are invited to participate in our faith-based 
support group.

With the help of our Catholic Christian faith, the consoling 
words of scripture, and the intercession of the saints, we will 
have the opportunity for prayer, discussion and the support of 
one another.

Please check the bulletin and parish website for upcoming 
meeting dates. The first meeting was on Sunday, May 21st 
in the Family Life Center. Prayers and introductions were 
facilitated by Fr. John.

Future meetings are scheduled for the following Sundays:
June 25th
July 16th
August 27th

If you want to participate or want 
more information, please call 
Carolyn Lehman at 
216-402-4350.

Nora Elizabeth Mulhall
Caroline Louise Hochberg

Juliana Marie Pasal
Luke Alexander Dorony

Emiliana Josephine Connors
Chase Andrew Midlik

Ethan Michael Croasmun
Olivia Mae Karwoski

Stella Parker Edmonds
Emma Jean Garey

Rocco Anthony Ricci
Benjamin Everett Slaga
Jackson Joseph Toula

Paige Elizabeth Patterson

BaptizedNEWLY

CHILDREN
Blake Louis Patterson
Avery Marie Patterson

Jett Ryan Myers
Grant Jeremy Hess

Kaylee Joy Augustyn-
Roberts

Henry Robert Maier
Olivia Marie Doyle

Evanston Richard Sarkees
Ayden Michael Stalnaker

Adaline Lucille Richardson
Eliana Celia Barko

Jonathan Raymond Evele

Grief Share
support and encouragement

for your grief journey.
After the funeral, when the cards and flowers have stopped 
coming, most of the people around you return to their normal lives.  
But your grief continues and you feel alone.  Whether your loss is 
a family member or a good friend, Grief Share can help you heal.  
You’ll meet other people who understand your hurts, emotions, and 
painful experiences.  You’ll receive practical information from the 
DVD videos, which feature top experts on grief recovery subjects, 
and case studies of people just like you, who have been through 
the grief experience.  You’ll also have the opportunity to tell your 
story, but there’s never any pressure to do so.  It doesn’t matter if 
your loss is recent, or in the past:  Grief Share can help!

The first session will be Saturday, June 10th, at 3:00pm 
in Room 7 of the Education Center.  You’ll find more 
information in the Grief Share brochure, which is in the pamphlet 
racks in the Church or Rectory vestibules.  To register, contact Mary 
Ann Webb at mawpsr@aol.com, or 440-792-4721.
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upcoming sandwich
saturdays

begin promptly at 9 am
in the Parish center

Please bring a bag of non-perishable food items 
for Lend a Hand food pantry serving the local 

area communities. 

What to bring:
1-2 loaves of bread, Peanut butter and jelly, 

Sandwich baggies, Bag of fruit,
Breakfast treat to share.

Sandwiches are made in about an hour and taken to 
the Westside Catholic Center, St. Herman’s House of 

Hospitality, and St. Augustine Hunger Center.

June 10th
July 22nd

August 12th

psr

June 26-30, 2017
Look for more information on the parish website, or call 
440-526-3520.

We need at least 15 parent volunteers! Can you help???

Vacation Bible School

Our Thanks To. . .
the teachers in our Parish School of Religion who so 
generously give of their time and talents to the children 
of St. Basil’s!

Sunday PreSchool – Lynn Cannizzaro, Coordinator
(46 students)
Bethany Guzoski, Laura Jonozzo, Leslie Zonfa

Grades 1-8  (328 students)
Laurie Betlejewski, Mark Betlejewski,  Erik Bewley, Courtney 
Bokoch, Jennie Dollard, Rosann Gage, Bethany Guzowski, 
Laura Jonozzo, Debby Kovach, Gary Kovach, Caroline 
Mahnke, MaryEllen Mauser, Julie Petras, Wendi Polman, 
Charmaine Ponziano, Bryon Ross, Sarah Szweda, Karen 
Wolf, Leslie Zonfa

Grades 4-8 Home Study Program  (74 students)

Grades 4-8 Summer School Program – 2016  
(281 students)  
Laurie Betlejewski, Mark Betlejewski, Laura Bronstrup, Cassie 
Brumbaugh, Adam Cottos, Natalie Dickerson, Sue DiGeron-
imo,  Laura Jonozzo, Debby Kovach,  Linda Niro,  Julie 
Petras, Dottie Rule, Diane Sgro, Gloria Sims, Laura Trzeciak

Fall classes will resume the week of August 20th!

PSR News...
Children’s

Liturgy of the Word
Keeps Growing!

Under the direction of Charmaine Ponziano, and 
with the help of several volunteers, this program 
has been serving more than 130 children each 
week during the 9:00am and 10:30am Masses!
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SaCrament of Confirmation

Dylan Vitus Grosh-Hoy
Ethan Richard Gutknecht

Nicholas Andre Hajek
Allison Julia Herceg

Erika Hill
Matthew Augustine Hilts
Caitlin Katharine Hirsch

Kassie Anastasia Holzinger
Ethan Ezekiel Houser

Matthew William Joseph
Joseph Sebastian Juris

Logan Maximilian Kaminski
Jaden Claudia Kenner

Izabella Kipling
Ryan Matthew Knight

Zachary Sebastian Kocher
Katherine Dinah Kotecki

Kaitlyn Teresa Kovac
Samuel Krenek

Justina Alice Kubiak
Alexander Kusmisz

Matthew Lawer
Danielle Elizabeth Leonard

Molly Marie Livingston
Kerry Elizabeth Loftus

Allison Lydey
Ethan Joseph Mack

Bonnie Monica Malue
Nathan Peter Maslowski

Katie Angela May
Cameron George Mays

Julia Katherine Melaragno
Abigail Linda Myers

Joseph Nauer
Brigit Catherine of Alexandria Naughton

David Nowacki
Nicole Cecilia Ortenzi

Julia Mary Magdalene Peterson
Christy Gianna Pitzer

Marisa Barbara Rachek
Adam John Restifo

Alyssa Elizabeth Riggle
Madison Verena Rodriguez
Mason Matthew Scherer

Jenna Schniegenberg

Jarrod Patrick Shrieve
Christopher Luke Sivak
Caroline Marie Smith
Maggie Teresa Smith

Michael Thomas Sokolowski
Ryan Michael Stadler

Mackenzie Katherine Stease
Lily Adeline Steiger

Sophia Kathryn Steiner
Kylie Jessica Stumpfl

Megan Elizabeth Sullivan
Taylor Anne Swain

Emily Teresa Tamulewicz
Kylie Mary Van Valkenburgh

Alexander Ronald Waite
Nicholas Sebastian Walcutt, Jr.

Aidan Ward
Jillian Rose Washabaugh

Kamilla Juliana Wieckowski
Hallie Claire Wiglusz

Jackson Christopher Winegard
Olivia Mary Zaleski

John Joseph Zdanowicz
Hope Elizabeth Zeitler

St. Mchael
Brooke Barther
Emma Canzano
Christina Dalton

Patrick Firrell
John Foliano
Zachary Hall

Sidney Katona
Sean Lyunch

Abriana Marchetta
Emily Matas

Cory Misconish
Alexandra Sinopoli

Arthur Ward
Noah Harshbarger

Jack Berwald

Assumption Academy
Dominic Caparso
Dominic Cipriani

Izabella Emelia Abookire
Hannah Anastasia Bach

Payton Abigail Bach
Zachary John Bahr

Nicholas Thomas Battaglia
Carmen Rita Bednarski
Rori Elizabeth Biszantz

Noah Maximilian Kolbe Brown
Evan Bruno

Jared Abraham Calvey
Margaret Carter

Alyssa Elizabeth Chambers
Colin Charbonneau

Kyle William Chonko
Andrew Thomas Clark

Katherine Francis Dabkowski
John Daiker

Marina Aria DiFranco
Julia Monica Feder

Justin Anthony Feder
Christina Magdalene Ferfolia

Anita Marie Fierst
Lea Marie Fierst

Alessandro John Frabotta
Julia Jane Frisco

August Joseph Gallucci
Kenneth Thomas Ganley

Sean Peter Gauntner
Thomas Aloysius Green
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SaCrament of firSt Communion

Jack Abraham
Wade Bender
Taylor Bibbo
Anna Brobst
Madison Cafardi
Grace Carlin
Grant Carney
Matthew Cast
Izabella Cengic
Sabrina Chatal
Carlee Coleman
George Czapor
Claire Dailey
Lauren Dailey
William Daiuto
Elle DeJulius
Anne Dobrowsky ***
Carter Domo
Natalia Donato *
Jamie Donovan *
Joseph Edmison
Karolina Eicher ***
Seth Eldridge
Connor Emch
Cameron Ference
Juliette Flute
Gavin Franz
Sophia Gage
Enzo Gajewski
Alyssa Gangale *
Ethan Garnes
Mitch Geduldig
Max Geffert
Sydney Gerber
Oliver Geschke
Abigail Gillette *
Anthony Gliozzo
Ruby Granson
Hailey Gutfranski *

Landon Harrison
Alexander Hechko
Lydia Heintz
Benjamin Herman*
John Hinchman
Adelyn Hong **
Luke Kasmarcak
Brady Kelly
Brett Kelly
Kamryn Kindl
Noelle Kitagawa
Mallory Koepke
Kaden Kostyack *
Camden Krenisky
Grace Kucharski
Jacob Kurtyka
Evan Latarski
Tia Long
Wade Luther
Gabby Mack
Andrew Majerczak
Isabelle Makuch
Mario Mancuso
Patrick Mansbery
Gabriella Marchak ***
Anna Marcy
Emily Martelon
Nicholas McCrodden 
Victor Mizak
Madeline Nehez
Michael Nowacki
Gracie Okresik
Maxwell Olesinski
Cassandra Onders
Roco Oravecz
MaKenzie Osowski*
Jakub Ostroski
Matthew Pelaia *
Ashley Perdion

Sydney Pesut
Abigail Pignatiello
Gina Ponikvar
Gavin Racine
Adelyn Rahe
Max Randjelovic
Lillian Rawlin
Gianna Ristau
Mia Rizzo
Brigid Savage
Grady Schreiber
Tristan Schroder
Camryn Sibits
Matthew Smithberger
Marc Sokolowski
Anthony Stadler
Leah Sunday
Wyatt Sutkus
Owen Szpak
Emma Van Nort
Gabriella Vitantonio
Mackenzie Ward
Carly Wilson
Ava Wise
Cali Wise
Katherine Young
Enzo Zegarelli

* St. Michael School
** Incarnate Word
*** Assumption Academy
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REGISTRATION
UNDERWAY FOR
2017-18 SCHOOL 

YEAR

Registration for the 2017-18 
school year continues at St. 
Michael School.  Students 
transferring from other schools 
in grades 1-8 are to register at 
the main campus. Preschool, Jr. 
Kindergarten and Kindergarten 
registration is at the St. Basil 
campus.

PERSONAL TOURS ARE 
ALWAYS AVAILABLE 

BY CALLING 216/524-6405

www.stmichaelschoolinfo.com

Find us on

@sms_blueangels

Forming Intentional Disciples: St. Michael - St. Basil the Great Partnership

ST. MICHAEL SCHOOL SALUTES OUR FAMILIES OF THE MONTH  . . .
Sitarz FamilyMalcuit FamilyMisconish FamilyOswald Family

“We have been thrilled with the 
quality of the teachers and staff 
at SMS.  We truly feel they care 

about our daughter and our 

Otto opens the car door at 
drop off and the day starts with 
a greeting and a smile.  Every 

interaction we’ve had with 
support staff has been pleasant 

her classroom teachers as well 
as those who teach specials.  

We are thankful for all of this as 
it’s so important in creating a 

positive academic experience.”

“St. Michael School has 
allowed our children to grow 
in their faith, understand the 
importance of service, make 
friendships that will stay with 
them beyond eighth grade, 
and has provided teachers 

who have given them a solid 
foundation of knowledge. From 
day one at our open house, we 
were immediately drawn in to 

all that SMS offers.  We felt the 
strong sense of community and 
importance of Jesus Christ in all 

facets of the school.”

“We choose St. Michael 
School so our children 

receive a great Catholic 
education. We are proud 
of the church, the school, 

the teachers and the many 
families that make the SMS 
community great. There are 

many good people that teach 
at SMS and there is also is a 

at this school.”

“St. Michael School has provided 
a great education for our 

children, especially preparing 
our two oldest children for high 

school at Walsh Jesuit. Since 
SMS has smaller class sizes, the 

teachers are able to nurture 
the children to become great 
students. SMS has provided 

our children with a good, 
solid education and religious 
foundation in a family-friendly 
school environment.  Through 

SMS, our family has met so many 
wonderful families, teachers and 

staff.”

Contact Andre Calabretta at 
ACalabretta316@yahoo.com
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on the road aGain!
niaGara on the lake

Shaw film feStival

niaGara fallS CaSino

SeptemBer 23/24 2017
On Day 1 (Saturday), the group would 
depart Brecksville at 7 AM and travel 
to Niagara-On-The-Lake.  Passengers 
will have time to explore this quaint 
town before the 2 PM performance of 
St. Joan.  Following the show, we will 
travel to Niagara Falls where we will 
check into the Hilton Hotel.  This hotel 
is a great location and has a walkway 
connecting it to the Niagara Falls 
Casino, shops and restaurants. 
 
On day 2, the group will check out of 
the hotel, go to church and then begin 
their journey home.  We will make a 
stop at the Made in America Store 
(everything in this store is made in 
America . . . even the boxes containing 
the merchandise.)

This package includes motor coach 
transportation, tickets to St. Joan, and 
one night of rooms at the Hilton Hotel, 
room tax and baggage.
 
The price for this tour (double 
occupancy) $325 per person. This trip 
is contingent upon having enough 
reservations.  If you’re interested in this 
trip, please contact Robin Youngs at 
526-1686 or email at 
ryoungs@basilthegreat.org. 

~ Sharon Szabo, Lay Ecclesial 
Minister, Diocese of Cleveland, 
St. Basil Parishioner

Doesn’t everyone want to 
come home or welcome 
someone home who has 
been away?  Our Father 
in Heaven loves us all and 
wants to see us home. 
We all know someone, in 
our families or our circle 
of friends, who has fallen 
away from the faith.  A 
personal invitation is the 
best and most effective way 
to let others know we love 
them and care about their 
salvation. 
 
We have had great success 
with meeting one-on-one in 
local areas, coffee shops 
and homes and these can 
be arranged at any time.  
However, we will begin our 
sessions held in a group 
format again soon. If you 
would like more information 
or answers to your 
questions, please contact 
Sharon Szabo at 
440-336-4722 or e-mail 
shasza04@gmail.com.  
Together, let’s begin the 
journey home.  

InvItIng
CatholICs 

home
Dale & Annette Babka

James & Megan Soukup and Daughter
Michael & Annie Travis

Keith & Maggie Cifra
Chad & Megan Makuch and Family

Jack & Debbie Pekar
Edward Aumiller
Michael Columbro

Dennis & Sally Kurowski
Nick & Heather DePompei and Son

Michelle Kocian
Denise DiVitto and Family
Donald & Diane Stephens
Collen Calvey and Family

Michael MacIver
James Velette

Marlene Connell
Kara Skorepa

Jim & Meg Kavourias
Alexandra Dighero

Philip Mack
Maria Dichiro

Majdi & Camelia Alrabady and Family
Mark & Debra Thompson and Daughter

Kevin & Allegra and Son
Ryan & Melissa Myers and Son

Richard & Suzanne Brhel and Family
Katherine Tycast and Daughter

Timothy & Maria Dress and Family
Frank & Rachel Talerico

Elizabeth Nosan
Christopher & Theresa Joseph and Son

Nicholas & Christina Russo and Daughter
Tanneil Patterson and Family

Joseph Grace & Emily Day
Linda Grajzl

Daniel & Catherine Hartnett and Son
Nathaniel Horgan & Alyssa Natale

Richard & Jennifer Copley
Robert & Jamie Zahler

Marissa Rokicki
Scott & Brittany Lockyer

Casey & Marissa Newburg
Michael & Carly Goedeker

Caroline Wolske
Roger & Amanda Bundy and Family

Michael & Kimberly Siebert and Daughter

Welcome NeW 
PARISHIoNeRS
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Here at St. Basil parish, and in fact, in all Catholic parishes throughout the world, becoming Catholic is 
a process.  It is a process of learning, of prayer, of service, and of participation in a small community of 
parishioners who help to mentor those who feel called to live as disciples of Christ within the spiritual 
tradition of the Roman Catholic Church.  This is such an important process, that following Vatican 
Council 11 (1962-65) the Church made a significant shift in the way in which adults are brought into 
the Catholic Christian community. Known as the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA), it is a 
restoration of the ancient practice of initiation into the Church:
     
“Focused on conversion, candidates entered an extended period of formation and probation. The 
community ritually celebrated the conversion at various points on the journey, culminating with the 
celebration of Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist at the Easter Vigil. An extended catechesis (instruction in 
the faith followed this to help the newly initiated to live… lives of justice, service and charity as witnesses of 
the reign of God” (from The RCIA: Transforming the Church, Thomas H. Morris).

The length of preparation in this RCIA process varies depending on an individual’s prior experience and 
participation in Christian life.  For some who are baptized and have been active in another Christian 
denomination, the preparation may take place over a few months.  For others who are new to the 
gospel of Christ, it may take much more time.  For everyone, the process includes the following:

A Period of Inquiry
This is a time that allows each participant to explore and 
question aspects of the Catholic faith, as well as to pray 
together with the Scriptures through Lectio Divina (divine 
reading). During this period, each person is better able to 
discern their call to faith, and to make a commitment to follow 
Christ in living the path of the gospel.

Becoming Catholic
By Sr. Judith Wood
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Catechesis
(Instruction in the 
Faith)
This provides the opportunity for hearing, 
reading, and deeper reflection together on 
Catholic belief and practice.  With the life and 
teaching of Jesus as central, we explore the 
sacramental life of the Church, spirituality and 
prayer, moral living and commitment to justice, and many other aspects of the Catholic Christian life.  
Our learning environment is informal, open to different perspectives on the faith, and encourages each 
person to develop a personal relationship with Christ.

Rituals and 
Retreat 
During the RCIA process, 
there are several rituals 
that mark one’s journey 
toward Baptism.  Both 
Catechumens (those 
preparing for Baptism) and 
Candidates (those preparing 
for full inclusion in the 
Catholic Church) prepare 
prayerfully for the Sacraments of Initiation.

Sacraments 
of Initiation
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How Does the Catholic Church  
Resolve New Bioethical Questions? 

Father Tad Pacholczyk 
Director of Education 

The National Catholic Bioethics Center 

A number of years ago, I par-
ticipated in a debate at Harvard on 
embryonic stem cell research which 
also included a Jewish rabbi, an 
Episcopalian clergyman, and a 
Muslim imam. The debate went 
smoothly and cordially, although I 
was the only voice in the group who 
defended the human rights of indi-
viduals who happen still to be em-
bryos. After the debate, the Episco-
palian clergyman pulled me aside 
and told me how he thought 
Catholics should consider them-
selves fortunate to have such an 
authoritative reference point in the 
Church and the Vatican, particularly 
when it comes to resolving new 
bioethical questions. With surpris-
ing candor, he shared how he had 
sat on various committees with oth-
ers from his own faith tradition 
where they had tried to sort 
through the ethics of embryonic 
stem cells, and he lamented, “we 
just ended up discussing feelings 
and opinions, without any good way 
to arrive at conclusions.” 

Many people, indeed, appreci-
ate that the Catholic Church holds 
firm and well-defined positions on 
moral questions, even if they may 
remain unsure about how or why 
the Church actually arrives at those 
positions, especially when it comes 
to unpacking new scientific devel-

opments like embryonic stem cell 
research.  

So how does the Church ar-
rive at its positions on bioethics? 
For one thing, it takes its time, 
and doesn’t jump to conclusions 
even in the face of media pressure 
for quick sound bites and rapid-
fire news stories.  

I once had a discussion with 
a journalist for a major newspaper 
about the ethics of human-animal 
chimeras. He mentioned that a 
leading researcher working on 
chimeras had met the pope and 
afterwards implied that the pope 
had given his blessing to the pro-
ject. I reminded him that it’s quite 
common for the pope to offer 
general encouragement and 
blessings to those he meets, 
though that wouldn’t be the same 
thing as sanctioning new and 
morally controversial techniques 
in the biosciences. As a rule, the 
Catholic Church does not address 
important bioethical questions 
that way, through chance en-
counters with the pope as you are 
strolling through the hallways of 
the Vatican. 

Instead, the Church may re-
flect for months, years, or even 
decades, to identify important 
considerations and guiding prin-
ciples when new moral dilemmas 

Making Sense of Bioethics 
February, 2017 

www.ncbcenter.org  
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Whenever definitive conclusions 
about medical ethics are reached or 
otherwise clarified by the Church, 
they are normally promulgated 
through official Church documents, 
like papal encyclicals and addresses, 
or, with the approval of the pope, 
documents and commentaries from 
the Congregation for the Doctrine of 
the Faith (CDF — the Vatican office 
responsible for preserving and inter-
preting Catholic doctrine), or other 
congregations, councils or dicasteries 
of the Church. 

Even today, certain bioethical 
controversies remain under active 
discussion within the Church, such as 
the question of whether it would be 
allowable to “adopt” abandoned fro-
zen embryos by implanting and ges-
tating them in volunteer mothers. 
While a 2007 CDF document ex-
pressed some reservations and con-
cerns about the proposal, debate 
continues inside and outside the 
Vatican. 

New medical discoveries and 
technological developments challenge 
us to careful moral reflection and 
discernment. These scientific devel-
opments can either be an opportunity 
for genuine human advancement or 
can lead to activities and policies that 
undermine human dignity. The U.S. 

Bishops in a recent document 
summed it up this way:  

 
“In consultation with medical 
professionals, church leaders re-
view these developments, judge 
them according to the principles 
of right reason and the ultimate 
standard of revealed truth, and 
offer authoritative teaching and 
guidance about the moral and 
pastoral responsibilities entailed 
by the Christian faith. While the 
Church cannot furnish a ready 
answer to every moral dilemma, 
there are many questions about 
which she provides normative 
guidance and direction.” 
 
 

arise in the biosciences. Even with 
this slow and deliberative process, I 
think it’s fair to say that the Church 
generally stays ahead of the curve. By 
the time of the successful cloning of 
Dolly the sheep in 1996, for example, 
the Catholic Church had already been 
reflecting on the question of human 
cloning for many years, and 
concluded, nine years prior to Dolly, 
that human cloning would be morally 
unacceptable in an important 
document called Donum Vitae (On 
the Gift of Life).  

This same document also identi-
fied key moral problems with doing 
human embryonic stem cell research 
eleven years before it was even possi-
ble to destructively obtain those cells 
from human embryos. When the first 
test tube baby was born in 1978, the 
serious moral concerns raised by the 
procedure had already been spelled 
out twenty-two years earlier, by Pope 
Pius XII, in his 1956 Allocution to the 

Second World Congress on Fertility and 
Human Sterility wherein he concluded:  

 
“As regards experiments of hu-
man artificial fecundation 'in vi-
tro,' let it be sufficient to ob-
serve that they must be rejected 
as immoral and absolutely un-
lawful.”  

Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D. earned his doctorate in neuroscience from Yale and did post-doctoral work at Harvard. He is a priest of the 

diocese of Fall River, MA, and serves as the Director of Education at The National Catholic Bioethics Center in Philadelphia. Father Tad 
writes a monthly column on timely life issues. From stem cell research to organ donation, abortion to euthanasia, he offers a clear and 

compelling analysis of modern bioethical questions, addressing issues we may confront at one time or another in our daily living. His column, 

entitled “Making Sense of Bioethics” is nationally syndicated in the U.S. to numerous diocesan newspapers, and has been reprinted by 
newspapers in England, Canada, Poland and Australia. 
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ers from his own faith tradition 
where they had tried to sort 
through the ethics of embryonic 
stem cells, and he lamented, “we 
just ended up discussing feelings 
and opinions, without any good way 
to arrive at conclusions.” 

Many people, indeed, appreci-
ate that the Catholic Church holds 
firm and well-defined positions on 
moral questions, even if they may 
remain unsure about how or why 
the Church actually arrives at those 
positions, especially when it comes 
to unpacking new scientific devel-

opments like embryonic stem cell 
research.  

So how does the Church ar-
rive at its positions on bioethics? 
For one thing, it takes its time, 
and doesn’t jump to conclusions 
even in the face of media pressure 
for quick sound bites and rapid-
fire news stories.  

I once had a discussion with 
a journalist for a major newspaper 
about the ethics of human-animal 
chimeras. He mentioned that a 
leading researcher working on 
chimeras had met the pope and 
afterwards implied that the pope 
had given his blessing to the pro-
ject. I reminded him that it’s quite 
common for the pope to offer 
general encouragement and 
blessings to those he meets, 
though that wouldn’t be the same 
thing as sanctioning new and 
morally controversial techniques 
in the biosciences. As a rule, the 
Catholic Church does not address 
important bioethical questions 
that way, through chance en-
counters with the pope as you are 
strolling through the hallways of 
the Vatican. 

Instead, the Church may re-
flect for months, years, or even 
decades, to identify important 
considerations and guiding prin-
ciples when new moral dilemmas 
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st. basil the great 16 summer  2017

Food Truck Thursday
Thursday, June 8th @ 5-8pm 

Food Trucks, Barrio, Swensons, Smash Time & Chris’s 
Ice Cream, craft beers and live entertainment. A 
portion of the proceeds from food and beer sales will 
benefit the Honduras Mission.  

Parish Picnic
Sunday, June 11th 1:00-4:30 pm

 Hamburgers, Hot Dogs, Pizza, Potato Salad & more!
  Beer Garden (craft beers for purchase-cash only 
 & 21 and over)
  Live Entertainment: Rocksiders 
  Pony Rides 
  Face Painting
  Bocce Ball, Volleyball and Corn Hole
  Inflatable games
  Cup Cake Walk

Volunteers are needed for the Parish Picnic to grill, serve 
food, and help in the kitchen and other miscellaneous duties. 
Please contact Kathleen Adams at 526-4634 or email her at 
kadams58@att.net. Or sign up in the gathering area across 
for the Adoration Chapel.

St. Basil’s
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Season” Fun!
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