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I can see clearly that the 

thing the church needs most 

today is the ability to heal 

wounds and to warm the 

hearts of the faithful. 

Pope Francis

EduCAtion

What is ace?

Pastors’ Comments
 from Participating Parishes

A.C.E. (an acronym for Adult Catholic Education). It is a 
collaborative regional effort on the part of several neighboring 
parish communities to provide ongoing  faith development and 
religious education for adults. Our speakers represent the best 
of pastoral and academic leadership in the Cleveland area and 
beyond. Each presenter brings a special expertise and unique 
perspective on the topic he or she addresses. It is our hope that 
many people will continue to avail themselves of the opportunities 
offered though the ACE program.

“It is a rare opportunity for parishes to be able to offer their 
members exposure to a wide variety of theological subjects and 
issues. The ACE Program makes this opportunity a reality. All 
one has to do is make the effort to participate by attending the 
lectures. There is always a topic to address all interests.”

Fr. Justin, O.S.B.
assumption church

440-526-1177
9183 Broadview Road, Broadview Heights

“There is a great hunger among adult Catholics for quality adult 
education. For years, the ACE program has successfully provided 
for that need in our area by providing topics of interest presented 
by noted local experts and scholars. Anyone who says we don’t 
provide quality adult education has not experienced ACE.”

Fr. Ray Sutter
st. matthias church

440-888-8220
1200 West Sprague Road, Parma

“Cooperation among all the ACE parishes has resulted in an 
excellent Adult Education program. The topics that are chosen 
are always appropriate to the times and the needs of parishioners. 
The presenters are always highly qualified and well prepared, and 
the sessions are consistently well organized. ACE has my highest 
recommendation.”

Fr. Allen F. Corrigan
st. Victor church

330-659-6591
3435 Everett Road, Richfield

“It is a pleasure to be part of such a great series. I know the ACE 
representatives work so hard at bringing top notch speakers to our 
churches. If you haven’t attended a presentation, I challenge you to 
do so. You will be enriched, enlightened and educated.”

Fr. Bruce Riebe
st. Joseph Byzantine church

440-526-1818
8111 Brecksville Road, Brecksville

“I really appreciate the ACE program and the wonderful 
presentations brought to the members of our Cluster parishes. We 
never stop learning in life, and this contributes to living our faith 
as fully as possible.”

Fr. Walt Jenne
st. Basil the Great church

440-526-1686
8700 Brecksville Road, Brecksville

“Adult Catholic Education is a primary effort of the whole Church. 
I am so grateful that we have the ACE program as a way of making 
that happen.”

Fr. Ralph Wiatrowski
st. BarnaBas church

330-467-7959
9451 Brandywine Road, Northfield

“I am proud of the ACE program. The participation of all the 
parishes for quality adult education is necessary. I’m proud of how 
we work together and proud of the speakers that we have chosen. 
The call to the “new evangelization” is fulfilled in this program.”

Fr. Pete Coletti
st. michael church

216-524-1394
6540 Brecksville Road, Independence
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Majok Marier and Estelle Ford-Williamson
Thursday, September 21, 2017
St. Barnabas Church, 7-9pm

Shawn Witmer, M.T.S.
Wednesday, January 17, 2018
St. Victor Church, 7-9pm

Dr. John Wood
Tuesday, October 10, 2017
 St. Michael Church 7-9pm

Fr. Ernest Falardeau, SSS 
(Leader in Interreligious Collaboration)

Monday, February 5, 2018
St. Matthias Church, 7-9pm

Barbara Jean Mihalchick OSB
Thursday, November 9, 2017
St. Joseph Byzantine Catholic Church, 7-9pm

Saturday, March 10, 
St. Basil the Great Church, 1-3pm

Dianne Bergant Ph.D., CSA 
Thursday, December 7, 2017
St. Basil the Great Church, 7-9pm

Sheila McGinn, Ph.D.
Assumption Church
Wednesday, April 25, 2018, 7-9pm

The phrase, “The Lost Boys” is the manner in which refugee workers referred 
to the over 20,000 boys who were displaced or orphaned during the Second 
Civil War (1983–2005) between north and south Sudan. Majok and Estelle will 
present a brief video and discuss Majok’s journey as one of these “lost boys,” 
and detail what they and many others are doing to bring clean water, a medical 
clinic, and education to three remote villages in the underdeveloped country of 
South Sudan.  They will discuss the role of Catholics in several US cities who 
are helping these villages through “Wells for Hope.”

Majok Marier fled for his life at the age of seven during the civil war in Sudan.  He was one 
of 3800 mostly male refugees who were airlifted from a refugee camp and resettled in the 
United States.  Majok attended Job Corps where he completed his high school diploma and 
received further job training.  He has worked as a plumber’s assistant in Atlanta since 2003.

Estelle Ford-Williamson is a literary and historical fiction writer.  After graduating from 
Saint Mary’s College, Notre Dame, she became a reporter for United Press International 
during the Civil Rights era.  She has led creative writing skills workshop for young people 
transitioning from foster care.   Together with Majok, she co-wrote Seed of South Sudan, 
Memoir of a “Lost Boy” Refugee, and has helped him start the charity, “Wells for Hope.”

In his document, Amoris Laetitia, Pope Francis focuses his pastoral energy 
and insight on love as experienced and expressed within families.  Shawn will 
first consider “The Joy of Love” as it relates to Pope Francis’ other apostolic 
exhortation Evangelii Gaudium (“The Joy of the Gospel,” 2013), both of which 
came out of the Bishops’ Synod on Marriage and the Family.  Pope Francis uses 
1 Corinthians 13: 4-7 as the Scriptural cornerstone upon which he builds his 
pastoral reflections for “real and concrete families, with all their daily troubles 
and struggles, joys and hopes.”  Special attention will be given to the poignant 
and personal way that Pope Francis speaks to couples—those considering 
marriage, those newly married, and those already living their marriage vows.

Shawn Witmer is a husband, father, and grandfather and lives with his wife Donna on the 
west side of Cleveland.  Shawn holds a Master of Theological Studies (MTS) degree from 
Washington Theological is a Pastoral Associate at Our Lady of the Lake parish in Euclid, 
Ohio, where he is responsible for adult and child faith formation programs.   He has also 
ministered as a high school Theology teacher, college campus minister and international 
volunteer program director.  Shawn is a popular speaker on various theological topics.

John Wood is the author of Ordinary Lives, Extraordinary Mission: 5 Steps to 
Winning the War Within.  It has been one of Dynamic Catholic’s bestselling 
books and since its release in 2012, John has spoken at more than 100 parishes 
and schools across the country.  He has inspired thousands to embrace the 
message of the Universal Call to Holiness, and help reawaken the sleeping giant 
called the Catholic Church.  John has been a guest on numerous radio and TV 
shows including “Fire on the Earth” with Peter Herbeck, “The Choices We 
Face” with Ralph Martin, and “Catholic Connection” with Teresa Tomeo.

John has a deep passion and love for the Catholic faith and is very active in his local parish.  
He and his wife Kristin’s dedication to the faith earned them the 2011 Centurion Award 
from the Diocese of Toledo, given for “Outstanding Service to Their Parish.”  He teaches 
and speaks on a variety of topics, and has created a new education program for children and 
adults called, “Saints in the Making University (SIMU).”  John and his wife Kristin have 
four children, and reside in northeast Ohio.  As a mobile eye doctor, he travels to over 50 
nursing homes and developmental disability centers to provide eye care.

In October of 2010, the United Nations unanimously adopted a resolution 
declaring that each year, the first week of February will be observed as a 
World Interfaith Harmony Week. This initiative, which started in 2007, 
called for Muslim and Christian leaders to engage in a dialogue based on two 
common fundamental religious commandments, Love of God, and Love of 
Neighbor, without compromising any of their own religious tenets. The Two 
commandments are at the heart of the three Monotheistic religions—Judaism, 
Christianity, and Islam, and therefore provide the most solid theological 
ground possible. In celebration of World Interfaith Harmony Week, ACE 
invites you to attend an interfaith prayer service that will include leaders from 
the diverse faith traditions represented here in the Cleveland area.  They will 
lead us in an experience of prayer and reflection which can enhance our mutual 
understanding and cooperation with each other. 

“God became man so that man might become God” (St. Athanasius, ca 298-
373).  That is quite a statement! The Eastern Fathers of the Church were not 
afraid of this belief, and called it the process of “divinization” (theosis). In 
fact, they saw it as the whole point of the Incarnation and the very meaning 
of salvation.  Jesus himself prayed “…that they may all be one, as you, Father, 
are in me and I in you, that they also may be in us…” (John 17:21).  Theosis, 
divinization, deification—a possible reality for us ordinary Christ-followers? 
Spiritual teachers over the centuries have said, “Yes!”  Sister Barbara Jean offers 
a clear schema to help us grasp this spiritual truth, as well as concrete ideas for 
our path to Christ-likeness.

Sister Barbara Jean holds a Master’s degree in Christian Spirituality.  She is a Sister of 
the Order of St. Basil the Great, an order of the Eastern Catholic Church formed by the 
spiritual tradition of St. Basil.  She is the Vocation Director for her community, as well as 
the Assistant Director for their House of Prayer. With her experiences of ministry in Rome 
and in Eastern Europe as well as at the House of Prayer, Sr. Barbara Jean brings a breadth 
and depth to her thoughtful presentations.

“The Shack” is a film that deals in starkly spiritual terms with the issues of loss, 
hatred and forgiveness, and it raises a lot of common questions about whose side 
God is on.  In her review of the film for the National Catholic Reporter, here is 
what Sr. Rose Pacatte had to say:

     “The Shack” is an honest consideration of a Christian theological explanation for why 
bad things happen to good people. If you loved the book, I think you will be able to say the 
film surpasses it. If you had a hard time reading the book, as I did, but you are open to 
an experience of the Christian imagination informed by Trinitarian theology, well, take a 
chance that you may be inspired.
     If you know grief and loss, the film offers comfort. If you are angry at God for any 
reason, test it out at the movie theater. Take a risk during Lent that you may find God 
in the cinematic art, and in the dark, at the multiplex. [Sr. Rose Pacatte, a member of 
the Daughters of St. Paul, is the Director of the Pauline Center for Media Studies in Los 
Angeles.]

So whether you’ve seen this film before or it is new to you, take a chance that 
this film will inspire you in your relationship with God, and join us for free 
popcorn and snacks as we view and share our own reviews of this story.

Throughout history, new scientific understandings have led to new theological 
insights into the biblical texts.  For example, Copernicus’ discovery that 
the earth circled the sun threatened the belief that God was enthroned 
in the heavens above a flat earth, and called for a new understanding of 
God’s presence in the universe.  We are in a similar situation today with 
the scientific discovery of multiverses, containing billions of galaxies.  Can 
the Bible truly reflect what we understand today as the interconnectedness 
and interdependence of all life, and of the entire cosmos? Referencing both 
prophetic and wisdom literature, Dr. Bergant will address this question.

Sister Dianne Bergant, CSA, is the Carroll Stuhlmueller, CP, Distinguished 
Professor Emerita of Old Testament Studies at Catholic Theological Union in 
Chicago. She holds a Ph.D. in Biblical Languages and Literature from St. Louis 
University. She was the Old Testament book reviewer of The Bible Today and a 
member of the editorial board of that magazine for twenty-five years. Her most 
recent publication is A New Heaven, A New Earth, a study of various biblical 
passages from the perspective of the integrity of creation.

Catholic tradition affirms that faith and reason go together; “blind faith” is a 
perversion of both faith and reason.  This affirmation worked well until Sir Isaac 
Newton introduced the theory of a “mechanistic universe,” one that operates 
with mathematical precision and predictable phenomena. This concept became 
the foundation of scientific study, including Darwin’s theory of evolution, 
and has become the basic cultural perspective. This perspective has led to the 
expansion of atheism, and in turn, to the defensive reaction of some religious 
leaders who promote a conflict in “science vs. religion.  Dr. McGinn will explain 
how Catholics can avoid this trap and promote a harmonious understanding of 
science and religion.

Sheila McGinn, Ph.D. is a Professor of New Testament and Early Christianity, and 
currently serves as Chair in the Department of Theology and Religious Studies and John 
Carroll University.  A frequent lecturer and author of numerous articles and books, her 
main areas of interest concern the development of the earliest church and of early Christian 
writings.  Her most recent works include The Jesus Movement and the World of the Early 
Church (2014), and By Bread Alone: The Bible through the Eyes of the Hungry (2014).


